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INTRODUCTION 


I NDIA got her freedom on 15 August, 1947 There were 
more than 500 states in our country, of them 18 were 
southern states Of those 18 southern states, the state of 
Jamakhandi was one. This state was merged with the old 
Bombay province on 8 March 1948 Afterwards, the taluka 
of Jamakhandi was under the jurisdiction of Sangli district 
for about a year Later, the Jamakhandi taluka was joined 
with the Bijapur district The principal reason for this 
change was that the mother tongue of the people of 
Jamakhandi taluka was Kannada The Maharaja, ruling 
the Jamakhandi state, was of Patwardhan lineage After 
1949, Jamakhandi became the headquarters of an Assistant 
Commissioner Mudhol and Bilagi talukas came under the 
jurisdiction of Jamakhandi sub-division, the Mudhol 
taluka too was a state before 8 March 1948 

Savalgi IS an important village in the Jamakhandi 
taluka. It IS the headquarters of 15 to 20 villages When 
this village was in the Jamakhandi state, it had a hospital, 
separate schools for boys and girls and a police station 
Proper arrangement had been made for drinking water 
Water was being stored in two prominent places in the 
village The villagers used to take such stored water for 
their use This is the story of 50 years ago Today the 
population of Savalgi must be about 7,000 Fifty years ago. 
Its population was about 3,000 Now there is a full-fledged 
primary school, a high school and also a college at 
Savalgi 



My Family and I 

I was born on 10 September 1912 at Savalgi My parents 
had SIX children — three daughters and three sons — who 
were educated by my father I have an elder sister, 
Nilawwa, and a younger sister, Sushiln Another younger 
sister of mine, Kashibai, expired on 7 December 1988 My 
father was educated only upto the primary level I le could 
not appear for the school leaving certiheate examination 
because he did not have money to pay for the fees which 
was about Rs 60 His mother had tned to raise the money 
by pawning her gold ornamemts but she could not collect 
the required amount 

My father lost his father when he was very young 
Hence, he had to seek a job to earn hts livelihood In his 
youth, near his native village, famine and drought relict 
work was going on, and the construction of a load had 
already started They needed a person to maintain the 
accounts of the workers and ciisbuise their weekly wages 
My father got the job, the salary for which was onl} three 
rupees and eight annas pen month He had to sustain 
himsell on that meagre amount One da\ when he was 
preparing to leave for his work, a saintly soul, Appayy- 
appa Aigali came to my tathei's cottage and told him, 
"Good days lie ahead for you I will give you some 
pniuida Preserve it caiehilly lake it home and place it in 
the Pooja hall " With these woicls he disappeaieci In those 
days the enlightened soul was held in the greatest awe 
and reveience Alter a year my father's friend, Tammann- 
appn Nandrekar, took the contract for collecting toll He 
was also running a grocerv shop It was therefore not 
possible for him to sit in the 'Icillnai'a all the 24 hours ot 
the day and night and collect the taxes. Hence he asked 
my father to join him as a partner for that job, which he 
gladly accepted In a year he earned a profit of two 
hundred rupees fiom that work 
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My grandfather had taken a loan from a local teacher. 
Aba Saheb Ghare, by pledging his house and fourteen 
acres of land The landlord, who also happened to be my 
father's teacher, demanded repayment of the loan My 
father told him, "If you allow me I will return the loan in 
annual instalments of rupees two hundred " The landlord 
agreed to this provided my father could pay him 
immediately two hundred rupees My father promised to 
bring the amount within an hour, and collected two 
hundred rupees of his profit from his friend Tamman- 
nappa and another hundred rupees which he had earned 
from the sale of cotton from his land, and handed over the 
amount to his teacher, who was very pleased and told 
him, "May God bless you with good fortune' Pay the 
instalments every year in this manner and free yourself 
from the debt 

At about this time my father's elder sister Shivagan- 
gavva's husband died untimely at Honaward She came to 
my father's house m a helpless condition. My father did 
not have enough money to support her They had to find 
a way to sustain themselves 

My father and his elder sister decided to open a small 
grocery shop in the village For this his sister offered her 
gold necklace given to her at the time of marriage which 
was pawned for a loan of Rs 60 and the shop started 

At the harvest time the workers would sell the cotton 
which they earned as wages in kind, and my father would 
Duy the cotton every week-end and store it That year the 
cotton thus collected was about four to six bales 
This he took to Bijapur where he sold it earning a net 
profit of Rs 100 Thus he forged ahead in his business In 
a few years his financial position improved considerably 
Then his marriage took place My mother's native place 
was a small village, Kurgod, near our own village, with 
only 25-30 houses in it My mother, coming from a 
farmer's family, was totally illiterate. 

As stated before, I was the first son of my parents I 
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studied in the primary school of our village In those days 
my father frequently used to go to Athani on business 
Whenever he went there he would first visit the math for 
the darshana of Murughendra Shivayogi, and later attend 
to his work Once the Shivayogi was relaxing after 
performing his puja He asked my father, "How many 
children have you gof^" My father replied that he had a 
daughter and a son The Shivayogi enquired "What is the 
son's name"^ How is he'^" "His name is Basappa. He is a 
bit mischievous It is difficult to control him," my Father 
told him The Shivayogi said, "You should not say so He 
will one day be a king " I laving thus been blessed by the 
Shivayogi he attended to his work 

My parents had great faith in God, their guru and 
elders and were devoted to their work Then unflinching 
faith and dedication to duty brought them increasing 
prosperity by the grace of God My father used to attend 
to his farming and also look after the shop He would rise 
very early m the moining at four o'clock, finish his 
morning chores, lake his bath and peitoim his piayers 
and gb to the temples of Basawanna and \'ilhal near our 
house I le would then piocecxi to his field with his servant 
and give him mstiLutions regaiding the work to be done 
during the day After wards he would attend to his 
business in the shop At about 11 o'clock he would again 
go to the field to supeivise the work of the servants, 
return home and then again go to the shop At seven in 
the evening he finally would close the shop, visit the 
temples once again and then return home After his 
dinner, he would go to bed exactly at 9 00 p m This was 
the routine my fathei followed strictly 

Child Maniagc 

Busy in their daily work my parents never poked their 
nose in other people's affairs They continued to prosper 
They cleared off their debts and purchasexi two fields My 
father got wells dug and thus irrigated his farm He had 
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four strong bullocks to plough and cultivate his lands 
Thus both his farming and business progressed 

My father attached great importance to the education of 
his children Remembering that he had not been able to 
appear for his school leaving certificate examination for 
want of money, he educated all his children both male and 
female When I was in the fifth standard m the primary 
school of our village (in those days fifth standard was the 
first standard of an A V school) my father's elder sister 
was pressing my father very hard for my marriage My 
father did not want to get me married so early, as he was 
keen to educate me fuither But my father's elder sister 
who supervised the affairs of household, and who 
suffered from acute stomach pains and was afraid that she 
would die early, was adamant that my marriage should be 
performed in her life time My father had to bow to her 
wishes and agreed to my marriage. 

Father's Sister's Will Prevails 

My father's elder sister, that is my mother-m-law, 
performed my marriage as per her desire She spent the 
money she had been amassing for the purpose At that 
time I was 10 years old, and studying in the fifth standard 
in my village My wife, Sangamma, was about four or five 
years old Her native place was Babanagar, a village in 
Bijapur taluka She was the only daughter of her parents 
and she had read upto the fifth standard 

In my primary school I played games like Khokho, Sa- 
lamam and Malkhamb After completing the fifth standard, I 
had to go to Bijapur for higher education I registered my 
name in the Siddeshwar High School from where I passed 
my matriculation examination in 1929 

In school I took keen interest in sports like single-bar, 
double-bar, Malkhamb, and wrestling In my sixth and 
seventh standards I participated in the inter-high school 
sports and games 1 won the first place in light-weight 
wrestling competition continuously for two years. When I 
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was in the Siddeshwar High School at Bijapur I lived in 
the school hostel The Rector of this hostel then was P G 
Halakatti/ who visited our hostel frequently 

Higher Education and Basavana Balaga 

After passing the high school, my father sent me to the 
Rajaram College, Kolhapur alongwith four or five 
students who had also matriculated. I studied there for 
four years and did my B A in 1934 In that college I 
organised a sangha of Kannada students coming from 
different parts of Karnataka I worked as a Secretary of 
that sangha, which was named Basavana Balaga About 40 
students were members of that sangha We used to gather 
every Sunday evening at six in a room of Chitradurg math 
and discuss a subject already agreed upon We printed 
and published poems written by S A Dange under the 
title "Hugonchalu" When I was in the first year of my 
B A., I us^ to utilise my leisure to read Kannada books as 
there was no examination for the first year. I had taken up 
English and Kannada as subjects for my B.A examination 
I read the biographies of several great men Of the many 
books I read I was specially interested in the biography of 
Basavanna and his thoughts. At the same time I used to 
contribute short stories and poems to the monthly journal 
Rnjaiaman of our college I also wrote short stones and 
poems for monthly journals outside and the Editors 
would send me one or two complimentary copies of the 
journals. I took active part in the debates and discussions 
in the College Union Once I took part in an inter- 
collegiate debating competition at Kolhapur and won the 
first prize The topic I had chosen that day was the "Rise 
and Fall of the Kannadigas". I had never imagined that I 
would get a prize in the competition but that encouraged 
me to speak at several meetings I got through my B.A. 
examination in 1934 

Obeying My Father's Wish and His Death 

In 1935 I j'oined the Sykes Law College I had also 
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registered for M A classes at the same time I used to 
attend junior M A classes and also the first year classes of 
LL B There was no university examination for the first 
year M A Hence, it was convenient for me to appear for 
the first year LL B examination Afterwards when I was 
studying in my second year LL B my father fell ill The 
best medical treatment available then was given to him 
Dr. Deshpande, an able physician from Bijapur, was sent 
for and my father was under his treatment. But he did not 
recover. When he became very weak, his friend, Dattopant 
Ponkshe, came to our house, and sat near my father and 
said, "Danappa, it appears that you are not going to 
survive Please tell him whatever you want to tell him " 
My father replied, "My life is like an open book My son 
and all the members of my family already know every- 
thing But I have one wish My son should pass both the 
M A and LL B examinations He wants to be a teacher, 
lecturer or professor after getting through them. But my 
heart's wish is that he should become an advocate " 
Dattopant turned to me, and said, "Bow to your father's 
wish and give your word to him " I did so After a few 
days my father expired on 29 January 1935 At that time 
both my younger brothers were in high school There was 
no one to look after the lands and the shop As my 
younger brothers were still very young, it was impossible 
to entrust them with the responsibilities of the household 
Hence I discontinued my education and started looking 
after the lands and the shop 

My Contact with People Grows 

As I was living in my own village I organised the 
Panchayat there and started participating in its activities 
The members of the General Body were elected B R Joshi, 
M A , was elected as President of the General Body and I 
was elected as Chairman of the Working Committee 
There were representatives of all classes among the 
members of this mandal The people of the village gave full 
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co-operation Every Monday in the evening the Working 
Committee would meet in the house of Avadhoot 
Gavande All kinds of disputes would come up before the 
committee and decisions taken A report of four weeks 
would be made m the public meeting The meetings were 
generally held m the compound of the Basavanna temple 
At the initiative of the panchayat the roads in the village 
were repaired, new gutters were constructed In addition 
the temples in the village were renovated Tanks were 
built for providing dunking water for the cattle The 
Overseer of the PW D , Ramanna, helped us by loaning 
the road roller to the panchayat In this manner all kinds 
of public welfare woik was undertaken At that lime, 
Panchayat Committee did not receive any aid horn the 
government 

Matter of Sclf-Rc specf 

The Political Agent of the Southern States residing in 
Kolhapur was to visit Kurandwad state He was to pass 
through our village while going to Kurandwad The 
programme of his visit to Kurandwad was appeared in a 
newspaper Reading it I wrote n letter directly to the 
Political Agent with the request that he should see the 
work of our ^ram panchayat on his way to Tikota He 
informed the Diwan of the Jamakhandi slate that he had 
accepted the invitation He wrote to me as well Later 
Bhagawat, the Diwan of the state, the Mamledar and the 
First Class Magistrate, Mr Tikkekar, came to oui village 
At that time the visit of the Political Agent was an 
important event The officials told me that I should not 
have invited the Political Agent I replied, "I did not know 
the procedure of inviting him. 1 wrote to him directly and 
he complied with my request " The officials said let 
bygones be bygones. The Political Agent needed to be 
invited with due pomp and ceremony on behalf of the 
panchayat Moreover, the programme of his visit had to be 
completed in fifteen minutes "In what dress would you 
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welcome him’" they asked I replied, "I will welcome him 
m my usual dress — dhotee, Nehru shirt and Gandhi cap " 
They put pressure on me to welcome him in suit Tikkekar 
said, "The officers of the British Government have a 
violent dislike for the Gandhi cap Hence you should 
welcome him in full suit If you have no money to buy a 
suit and boots I will make the arrangement " "Not that I 
have no money But as I am a member of the Praja 
Panshad and the Congress I will welcome him in the 
dress I daily wear," I said Officers tried very hard to 
persuade me against it "Impossible," I said with vehe- 
mence "The Chairman of the Working Committee himself 
has to welcome him You welcome him in your own 
dress," they said and departed After a few days the 
Diwan of the state and the Magistrate came to our village 
to supervise the arrangements for the Agent's visit and 
expressed their satisfaction "Prepare the programme well 
when the Agent comes And finish it in the time they have 
allotted", they said and left 

The Political Agent arrived on the scheduled date The 
officials brought him to the place already fixed As usual 
the Chairman and other members were introduced to him. 
He enquired about the details of the work done by the 
sweat and toil of the people He wanted to see the 
improvement programmes in the village, and was 
acquainted with the welfare activities undertaken by the 
panchayat Then he saw the structure of the Kalameshwar 
temple He expressed his curiosity to see the Shiva linga in 
the sanctum sanctorum I told him, "If you want to go 
inside you have to remove your shoes " He immediately 
agreed to do so and had the darshana of the Shiva linga 
Afterwards he came to the panchayat office and demanded 
Visitors' Book He wrote m it, 'Though so much has been 
done by the farmers through their self efforts, it is indeed 
unfortunate that no financial aid has been given by the 
government " He spent nearly two hours in our village 
before proceeding to Kurandwad 
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Towards Redressal of Farmers' Problems 

During that period as there was scanty rainfall the 
crops were not good The farmers could not pay land 
revenue in time The Patels and village Accountants 
reported to the government the facts as they were The 
government sent an officer to study the situation and 
report back 

The appointed officer, B D Kulkarni, and I had been 
classmates upto our B A He came to the panchayat office, 
collected a few persons and sent for me As I was in the 
shop and many customers were waiting I sent word that I 
would come after some time The officer was enraged that 
I had not gone to him at once. He went to a farmer's 
house and tried to confiscate the goods from there and 
report to the government But the office-bearers of the 
pandmyat did not co-operate with him in preparing the 
panchanama At this the officer felt that his authority had 
been undermined. He complained to the Mamledar and 
also accused me of having gone round asking the farmers 
not to pay the land revenue Tikkekar, the Mamledar, 
came to our village along with his retinue to find out the 
actual position He called me to the panchayat office to 
ascertain what I had to say about the complaint. I told 
him, "The complaint brought to your notice is incorrect 
The farmers are in trouble because of lack of rams and 
have only requested that they should be given more time 
to pay the land revenue They have no intention to defy 
the government in any way " 

In order to get conhrmation of my assertion he sent for 
the farmers to the panchayat office, and to find out whether 
the people were really opposed to the government He 
asked his officials to visit the houses of one or two farmers 
and confiscate their goods in the presence of the office 
bearers of the panchayat. The Mamledar's men and the 
office-bearers of the panchayat, after the confiscation of the 
goods, prepared the report duly signed under seal. On 
receiving the report, the Mamledar was convinced that the 
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complaint sent to him was baseless He next asked the 
farmers how much time they required to pay the land 
revenue The farmers requested for one month's time. The 
Mamledar allowed them a month and a half 

Return to Legal Profession 

The Mamledar asked us to organise a public meeting 
that very day This meeting was arranged in the precincts 
of the Basavanna and Vithoba temple where the monthly 
meetings of the panchayat were held Impressed by tne 
unity integrity, discipline and simplicity of the people of 
the village he made a delightful speech in Marathi, 
praising them As only a few people understood Marathi 
the Mamledar asked B D. Kulkami, revenue officer, to give 
a gist of the speech in Kannada The officer did not feel 
competent to do so I was then asked if I would do it and 
I told the audience briefly of what the Mamledar had said 
in Kannada The people clapped several times which 
pleased the Mamledar He had served under the British 
Government and after retirement had been appointed 
Mamledar and First Class Magistrate m the Jamakhandi 
state 

After the meeting the Mamledar met me in his office 
He referred to the arrangements that had been made for 
the visit of the Political Agent to our village He asked me 
if it was true that I had completed the first year of the 
LL.B. When I replied in the affirmative he wanted to know 
why I had discontinued my studies and persuaded me to 
finish the course, pointing out that I could better serve the 
public in the state as a lawyer than doing social work in 
the village. He also offered to help me I told him I did not 
need any help and assured him that I would soon become 
a lawyer. He blessed me in a light-hearted vein that if I 
did not resume my law studies immediately he would 
issue a warrant against me to force me to do so . .' 

Inconveniences Caused by Meddlesome Officials 

When I was doing social work in the village, I could 
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not stand certain individuals who kow-towed to govern- 
ment officials and gave themselves airs of being important 
persons One such was the Police Sub-Inspector, 
Hulyalkar He sent for me one day As I entered his office, 
he said threateningly, "You are suppressing criminal cases, 
asking both the contending parties to come to the 
panchayat office It is criminal to do that I warn you 
against continuing with such activities " 

I replied, "When there are clashes between two persons 
or groups we send for both the parties and settle their 
differences legitimately Now there is peace in the village 
because of our approach. We will continue with these 
activities on behalf of the panchayat Interpret it m any 
manner you like " With these words I came out. 

The Police Sub-Inspector informed Dr Paranjape of this 
incident in our village At this the Doctor said, "Since the 
time the panchayat has started functioning all the problems 
are being solved in the village itself The people of the 
village approve of the activities of the panchayat, and are 
united and fully co-operate with it Do not meddle in their 
affairs " But the Sub-Inspector warned, "1 will see that the 
Secretary and the members of the panchayat are properly 
brought to book " 

During this period my two younger brothers failed in 
their matriculation examination. I told them not to worry 
and appear for the examination again But they did not 
want to, so I suggested, "One of you look after the lands 
and the other should supervise work of the grocery shop 
that my father and I had handled " My brothers agreed 
and I could honour the pledge given to my father at the 
time of his death I went to Kolhapur to join the second 
year LL B classes with the blessings of my mother. I 
studied in the Sykes Law College for a year and appeared 
for the final examination 

Evidence in Support of Kannada Language 

During my studies in the law college, there was a strike 
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m the Jamakhandi state for making Kannada the language 
of administration At that time a commission had been 
appointed to look into this question. The chief of the 
commission was Krishnaji Nadgir of Kundgol taluka of 
the Jamakhandi state. I was asked to appear as a witness 
before it When I reached Jamakhandi from Kolhapur 
some of the officials there tried to persuade me to express 
myself against making Kannada the language of adminis- 
tration But I did not agree They told me, "When you 
come to state your evidence you should speak in favour of 
Marathi Then you will be given the post of a teacher m 
the Parushuram Bhavu High School of Jamakhandi " But I 
turned down their offer As the mother tongue of 98 per 
cent of the people in our state is Kannada, Kannada must 
be the language of administration I pleaded with all the 
force at my command before the commission 

I was asked a question in Marathi and told to answer in 
Marathi only I replied, "You ask me questions in Marathi 
but I will reply in Kannada " In its report, the commission 
recommended that those who correspond in Kannada 
should receive their replies in Kannada, and anyone 
submitting his petitions in Kannada should receive his 
reply in Kannada 

As a Lawyer in Jamakhandi 

In October 1940, 1 got through my LLB examination In 
deciding where I should start practice I first consulted my 
mother and put across my ideas to her I was thinking of 
going to Bijapur as I had received my education there and 
my father also had contacts among the merchants of 
Bijapur Moreover, the language of the court and 
administration in Bijapur was Kannada But my mother 
did not approve, because she felt that our village would 
be far away from Bijapur Our village is about 40 miles 
away from Bijapur My mother did not want me to go 
there as it was too far I asked my mother whether I 
should go to Athani which is about 28-30 miles away from 
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our village But to that also she did not agree After a few 
days I asked her whether I should go to Jnmakhandi for 
my practice She agreed, "So be it The distance between 
Jamakhandi and our village is only 10 miles You can 
travel to and fro in a short time." 1 was happy at my 
mother's approval. But the language of administration of 
Jamakhandi state was Marathi My mother tongue is 
Kannada And my medium of instruction was Kannada as 
well as English The subjects I had offered for my B A and 
M A examinations were English and Kannada Under 
such circumstances how could I start my legal profession'^ 
I thought. As per the will of my father I had become a 
lawyer As per the wish of my mother I haci decided to 
begin practice at Jamakhandi I fell confident that I would 
prosper if 1 followed the wishes of my parents 

I took a loan of a 100 rupees from a close relative from 
my mother's side, Kallappa Channaveer, went to Jama- 
khandi and saw the Mamledar and First Class Magistrate, 
Tikkekar, wdio had persuaded me to complete my legal 
education He congratulated me on my success in the law 
examination and told me that I should apply immediately 
to get the sanad and helped me in every possible w’ay to 
get it He himself took me to the Diwan and requested 
him to recommend my application The Diwan pointed 
that the police report had not been attached to the 
application The Mamledar saw that the Sub-Inspector of 
the Police of Savalgi was standing by He called him 
immediately and asked him to prepare a report about my 
antecedents, instructing him to recommend me properly, 
because Jatti had done very good work in the panchayat of 
Savalgi I’his was the same Sub-Inspector who had 
threatened when I wms working at the panthiyat. The 
Sub-Inspector prepared the report m 15 minutes and gave 
it to the Mamledar 

The Mamledar collected my application and the police 
report, again took me to the Diwan and got hi's recom- 
mendation The Mamleciar and the then Diwan had been 
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colleagues under the British Government and were good 
friends. He told me to send the application for the sanad 
along with the letter of recommendation to the Maharaja 
of the Samsthan. In those days for getting the sanad to 
practice as a lawyer from the Maharaja one had to wait for 
a year or two The Mamledar and the Diwan had 
recommended my case as they had respect for the work I 
had done m the panchayat. 

As Secretary of Praja Panshad 

I started practice in 1941. I hired a house on a monthly 
rental of three rupees and eight annas Pused to get my 
meals from the inn, for which I paid seven rupees In a 
short time my practice flourished Senior lawyer, Anant 
Sabade sent for me and told me to become the Secretary of 
the Praj'a Parishad in the state "I have just started my 
practice as a lawyer I have to send home my earnings 
Hence I cannot take up the work of a Secretary", I said 
After some time he again pressed me, "You should accept 
the work of Secretary in a way that does not affect your 
legal practice It would be a means to develop your public 
contacts which would facilitate your practice", he said I 
accepted the job and started working for the Parishad 

Fame and Name through Public Contacts 

When I was serving the panchayat 1 had opened a dalal 
shop Those who wanted to purchase cotton would visit 
the shop during the harvest time As the business was 
conducted through the shop I had developed good 
contacts with the village people. It was very useful for my 
profession when I started my practice. My lawyer friend 
Gajnana Krishna Gadgil, helped me a great deal In the 
same manner, senior lawyers like Annarav Watve and C V 
Apte and others gave suggestions and assistance which 
helped in my success in diwani and faujdari cases. During 
a period of three years of practice, my earnings increased 
considerably. 
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Gandhi Cap 

I had once gone to the High Court to file an appeal I 
appeared in the High Court in a Nehru shirt and Gandhi 
cap When I returned to the lawyers' room, Bahurao Apte, 
the First Class Civil Judge, called me to his room "Did 
you appear in the High Court in Gandhi cap’" he asked I 
said "Yes " "You ought not to do so However, forget what 
has happened You now apologise in writing to the High 
Court Judge", he said "So far I have been pleading m 
your court, District anci Sessions courts, and the High 
Court in Gandhi cap 1 do not know why the question of 
the Gandhi cap has come up today", I replied. "Whatever 
it may be it is for your own good that you should 
apologise", he said But 1 did not agree In the same 
manner the Diwan and the Maharaja sent lor me anei 
pressed ^ne to apologise But I held my ground Then the 
liigh Court Judge sent for me and said, "Why are you 
being so adamant’" I replied, "The lawyers here, accord- 
ing to law, should wear a turban or pa^adi But mcistly the 
lawyers appear in court wearing different kinds of caps " I 
told him, "If their sanads were cancelled, I would have no 
objection if my sanad too was cancelled " I le said, "I know 
what you mean " My Minad was not cancelled 

Responsibility of jamaUmmii Municipality 

During that period I was successful in winning several 
very important cases In the third year of my legal practice 
elections to the Jamakhandi Municipality were held My 
friends prevailed upon me to contest the election. I bowed 
to their weh As my friends and admirers had taken great 
pains on my behalf I won the ek'ction Diter, on 5 January 
1943, I was elected chairman of the Municipality Now my 
field of activity, which had been limited till then to the 
legal profession, embraced the ever widening public field 
It facilitated me to undertake many activities for the 
welfare of the people 

Round the market at Jamakhandi small shops had been 
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built and given to hawkers and small-scale traders laking 
advance money from them. As Municipality did not have 
sufficient funds the shops were built with the advance 
money This became a regular source of income 

Satyagraha for Democracy 

I participated in the 1942 satyagraha At that time the 
President of the Praja Parishad of our state was Dr 
Hulyalkar Anant Vasudev Shabade was the President of 
Committee of the Southern States' Union. I had to 
participate secretly in this satyagraha Ratnappa Kumbar 
and Appa Saheb Pant of the Aundh state and Tatya Saheb 
Shikhare of the Mira] state, Kamlanayana Bajaj and many 
dignitaries of the southern states helped and cooperated 
with us The Maharaja of my state was a little frightened 
by the satyagraha Alongwith my friends, Shailappa 
Athani, Adiveyya Dundayya Mudhol and Krishnappa 
Hosur propagated our cause m villages — that there should 
be a democratic government in our states. As a result our 
Maharaja in order to stop the agitation invited our leaders, 
Sabade, Dr PM Hulyalkar, Bangi and others for a 
discussion on the democratic form of government After 
the discussion he agreed to a two-tier system of 
government 

Subsequently, elections were held in which members of 
the Praja Parishad were elected with a large majority The 
government, according to the prevailing law, had the nght 
to nominate some members to the assembly. Under the 
two-tier system of government on behalf of the people one 
of the elected members had to be appointed as a minister 
Though there was a big majority for the Praja Parishad the 
Maharaja made advocate Devdhar, a nominee of his, as 
the minister The members of the Praja Parishad vehe- 
mently protested As a result the Maharaja invited the 
leaders of the Praja Parishad for discussion In the 
discussion the appointment of the government nominee as 
minister was cancelled and advocate Bangi was appointed 
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in his place Thus the Praja Parishad won a significant 
victory. 

Patience Pays Rich Dividends 

The leaders of the Prnja Parishad had asked me to 
apply for a ticket for the 1942 elections Accordingly I sent 
an application to the election committee But as Advocate 
Bangi was firmly opposed to my candidature, my 
application was rejected. At that time I did not know what 
was happening In any case, 1 had no desire to be a 
member of the Legislative Assembly as I wanted to 
continue m my legal profession Shnshailappa Athani and 
1 were entrusted with the job of campaigning. In nil 
constituencies where we had campaigned, the candidates 
of the Praja Parishad were elected After the election was 
over Waman Rao Bidn, wiio was an underground worker, 
came to me and said, "I have committed an offence You 
should forgive me " I said, "You are a great revolutionary, 
you should not say so " "You are a staunch and faithful 
worker", he declared "As a result of your campaigning, 
the candidates of the Parishad have been elected But as 
they gave me wrong impression about you in the election 
committee, we did not give you a ticket Hence forgive 
me" "You should not have said this to me. Let us not cry 
over spilt milk Let us think of the future work", 1 said 

My Guru in Political Life 

It IS appropriate to say a few w'ords here about Waman 
Rao He is from Bidn village in our state Along wth 
other Congress workers of the Belgaum district he did a 
great deal in the freedom struggle Hooli Venkat Reddy, 
Shivanagowda Patil, Annu Guruji, Dalavai and Shnranga 
Kamat had woiked with him m the freedom struggle. The 
government had offered a cash prize of Rs 5000 for his 
arrest 

At that time he was living underground in our puja 
room and was actively participating in various activities 
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during the freedom struggle. Many revolutionaries like 
those mentioned above used to visit our house secretly to 
decide on the future course of action and depart. Thus, 
my contacts with the Congress workers of the Belgaum 
district developed considerably. Hooli Venkat Reddy 
enrolled me as a Congress worker. From that day onwards 
I regarded him as my political guru and acted accordingly 
till his demise. 

Punishment of Corrupt Police Officer 

As the police officers suspected that Waman Rao might 
be hiding in my house, one day a Deputy Superintendent 
of Police under the British came to my house along with 
the Police Sub-Inspector of the Jamakhandi state at about 
6pm After the usual formalities he invited himself for 
breakfast m my house for the next day I agreed After 
their departure I was certain that they Imew that Waman 
Rao was in my house. That very day in the evening I took 
Waman Rao and his two friends to the cloth shop of K.J 
Lahoti in the bazar and asked them to stay in a room 
upstairs When Waman Rao came out of my house he had 
tied a turban on his head and walked leisurely with me to 
the Lahoti shop. Next morning police officers, both of 
British India and our state, came to my house for breakfast 
as they had already intimated Before the breakfast I 
showed them round every part of the house After 
breakfast and tea they departed. 

After a few days to suppress the agitation in Khuch- 
noor village of Jamakhandi state, the Deputy Superinten- 
dent of Police, Vaman Rao Hulyalkar and the police 
official, S G Patil, under the British India, camped there 
At that time they would call the people individually and 
threaten them They warned a rich man in the village, 
"You are taking part in the agitation, we will ariest you 
and put you behind bars." They intended to demand a 
large amount of money as bribe from him through such 
threats My intimate friend Appannappa Channal gave me 
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this piece of information I said, "It is a good opportunity 
I will arrange for the arrest of the two police officers Send 
word to me a day earlier when and where you would be 
handing over bribe and I will make proper arrangement " 
On receiving the required information, I intimated the 
government officers and the Magistrate and secret police 
were sent to the spot The police officers were arrested 
when they were receiving the bribe and taken away They 
were charged with criminal offence, convicted and lost 
their jobs Of these two one was Vaman Rao Hulyalkar, 
the same police officer, who had threatened me when I 
was working as Chairman of the panchayat 

No Bowing Down to Threats 

As the agitation of the Praja Parishad was going on, 
after a long discussion regarding the election of president 
of our Parishad, we selected T. Siddhalingayya, an 
important leader of the Praja Panshad of Mysore state. 
The annual general meeting of the Praja Parishad was 
organised at Tungal village. We took the president in 
procession in a cart pulled by 101 bullocks In that 
meeting it was decided after due deliberation that the 
existing two-tier system of government should be 
abolished and in its place fully responsible democratic 
government consisting of ministers elected by the people 
should be established If that was not done, the agitation 
would be further intensified, it was declared At that 
meeting as Secretary of the Parishad I read out my 
prepared speech Later, a government notice was issued to 
me stating that since I had given wrong figures and had 
spoken against the government in that speech why should 
not my sanad be cancelled Mamledar Tikkekar called me 
and told me, "Do not seek trouble unnecessarily You are a 
good lawyer and social worker You apologise. Then your 
sanad will not be cancelled." I refused to apologise. Diwan 
R K. Bhagwat also repeated what the Mamledar had 
already said But I was adamant "The figures may be 
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incorrect That is not an offence", I pointed out The 
Diwan said, "You are not m British India, you are 
practising as a lawyer in the state If the Maharaja so 
desires he can cancel the sanad any time without giving 
reasons." "Let him, if he so wills it", I said "What will 
you do if your sanad is cancelled?" he enquired "I will get 
a sanad elsewhere", I declared "Then you are really a 
tough character", he said It was being widely said that 
my sanad would be cancelled. But that did not happen 

Defections Even before Independence 

In 1945 elections were announced in the state The state 
government was determined to work for the defeat of Par- 
ishad candidates. Hence, they made all possible efforts to 
build an opposition party. Bangi, who was the Praja Parish- 
ad's Minister, started supporting another party indirectly 
To discuss the situation a meeting of the working commit- 
tee was called at Kundagol In that meeting the question of 
Bangi's expulsion from the party was taken up After thor- 
ough deliberations it was decided that in view of the im- 
pending elections such a drastic step should not be taken 
The election came The officials created all sorts of problems 
for the Parishad candidates They tried to see that no ve- 
hicles were available for our campaigning. But we brought 
a few vehicles from Chikkodi in Belgaum district and con- 
ducted our campaign Finally, the Panshad was voted to 
power with a thumping majority. Minister Bangi and Shi- 
valingappa Savalgi of Hunnur were elected on the tickets of 
the opposition party. Crossing the floor had begun even be- 
fore independence. 

As Minister of State 

The seniormost politician in the patty,, Sabade, ought to 
have become the minister But he had no support in our 
party Andanappa Doddameti, the president of our party, 
was entrusted with the task of deciding the issue. After 
discussing the matter for a few hours, he wrote a 
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confidential letter to Sabade Sabade told me "I will not 
become the Minister You become the minister yourself " I 
objected, "I do not have as much experience as you have I 
may commit administrative blunders You are the proper 
person to become the minister " "Whenever you make 
such blunders, consult me. I will help you in every 
respect", he assured me I finally agreed and took the oath 
of office on 18 April 1945 

Kannada is the Breath of My Breath, Life of My Life 

As a Minister, I had occasion to go to the V.V School as 
a guest for a function After my speech I asked the 
students, "In what subjects have you scored poor marks?" 
Many students said, "In Marathi we always fare badly. It 
is a little difficult for us to learn Marathi " I suggested to 
the teachers that the students should bo taught regularly 
for the full stipulated time. I also asked them to make 
arrangements for teaching Kannada to all classes and told 
them a higher salary will be paid for imparting instruction 
through Kannada As a result, students with Kannada as 
their mother tongue offered that language in place of 
Marathi This pattern was followed even in the High 
School As a result in three or four years the number of 
boys and girls with Kannada as their mother tongue 
increased 

Gandhi Cap — A Nightmare 

When I was the Minister, the Maharaja called me once 
to his office on some work After I returned to my office, 
the secretary of the Maharaja came to see me "Excuse me, 
the Maharaja has asked me to tell you something", he 
said He repeated the words once or twice and became 
silent. When I assured him that he could speak without 
fear, he said "When you come to see the Maharaja, you 
should not wear a Gandhi cap. If you so desire, you may 
wear a khadi turban His Highness has instruc'ted me to 
inform you this." I replied, "Alright." He wanted to know 
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what he should tell the Maharaja. I told him to tell His 
Highness that he had informed me of what His Highness 
had said The next day the Private Secretary of the 
Maharaja, Vartak, called on me with my friend Gadgil, the 
lawyer. After the usual civilities he asked me, "Did you go 
to the office of the Maharaja wearing a Gandhi cap'^" I 
said, "Yes " He tried to persuade me to give up the 
Gandhi cap, "The Maharaja has a violent dislike for the 
Gandhi cap You have just now become a Minister You 
are young. I am telling you this for your own good " I 
said "I took charge as Minister a few days ago If the 
Maharaja does not like it, I will resign my ministership 
and will resume my legal practice " He told me, "Do not 
raise the question of resignation I will tell the Maharaja 
what you have said", and took leave 

Differences with the Maharaja 

The members of the Seva Dal in our state requested that 
they should be permitted to call a meeting of the organisa- 
tion in the precincts of a school As I had the Education 
portfolio I acceded to their request The programme was 
fixed and it was published The Maharaja came to know of 
it, he called me and said that it was not proper to call the 
meeting of the Seva Dal in front of the school building "As 
the Education Minister I have granted permission The 
members of the Seva Dal have made all the necessary 
arrangements for the programme. People from outside 
have already started arriving Hence it is not possible for 
me to cancel the programme", I informed His Highness 
After some discussion I declared, "If Your Highness does 
not think that the decision I have taken is proper, I 
will tender my resignation " He said, "Do not come to any 
decision in undue haste Inform me tomorrow after think- 
ing over it" The next day the Private Secretary of the 
Maharaja, Shripad Balakrishna Vartak, talked to me for a 
while and informed me, "Since you have given your per- 
mission, let the programme be carried on " 
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Place for Hanjans in Calnnct 

After one year of my ministeiship was completed, the 
Maharaja invited me and some leaders of the Praja 
Panshad to discuss whether the tvvo-lier system of 
government should continue or done away with He 
expressed the desire for appointing me the Chief Minister 
and abolishing the post of the Diwan He inlormed me 
that I should appoint two ministers and told me that the 
issue should be debated in the Legislative Assembly and 
His Highness apprised of the decision In oidei to 
facilitate the discussion on this subject Andanappa 
Doddameti was invited to a conference In the Assembly 1 
was unanimously elected leader Then the discussion took 
place about the two Ministers and they agreed 
unanimously to elect 13. B Horti, member ot the Assembly 
from Kundagol taluka and an experienced lawyer There 
was a difference of opinion in regard to the other Minister 
I proposed the name of M.H Kamble who was a Harijan 
Another member suggested the name of Nanasaheb 
Phadke, also a member of the Assembly Hven after long 
deliberations there was no agreement The matter had to 
be put to vote Kamble won by a majority of one vote The 
Maharaja published in the government Gazette the names 
of Horti and mine The name of Kamble did not appear in 
the Gazette After a day or two I met the Maharaja and 
enquired from him the reason why Kamble's name did 
not appear in the Gazette His Highness replied, "1 have 
no objection in accepting him as a Minister. But I have a 
little problem If it is solved I will notify his name in the 
Gazette " "What is that problem?" I asked "There is the 
tradition of observance of Ganapati festival every year. 
Usually high dignitaries like the Diwan and the Ministers 
are invited to dinner How could we seat a Hanjan along 
with us at the dinner^ This festival is the festival of the 
prestigious god of our family, Ganapati", His Highness 
enquired "I will suggest a solution to this. Will Your 
Highness accept if^ Please send the invitations of the three 
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Ministers to me A reply will be sent to Your Highness that 
as a Minister, Kamble has an important engagement, it 
will not be possible for him to attend the dinner If we 
follow this suggestion your little problem will be 
overcome and 1 will have the consolation of having 
appointed a Minister representing Harijans", I said The 
Maharaja accepted the suggestion The name of Kamble 
was published in the Gazette Thereby, I, representing 
Jamakhandi taluka, and Horti, the leader representing 
Kundagol taluka, and Kamble representing Harijans 
became Ministers Of these three, one was a Lingayat, 
another was a Brahmin, and the third was a Harijan In 
this manner the various communities were represented 

During the period this Ministry was in office many 
useful activities were undertaken As there was acute 
shortage of food, foodgrains from outside had to be 
brought These foodgrains had to be distributed and we 
had to open an independent department for it, which 
functioned profitably From the Department of Food there 
was a net profit of Rs 1,40,000, which was earmarked for 
the construction of a bridge over the river Krishna 

Again the Gandhi Cap 

During this period the Political Agent of the southern 
states residency in Kolhapur informed the Maharaja of the 
programme of his visit to Jamakhandi The Maharaja 
called me to the palace "You have to welcome the 
Political Agent In order to welcome him you have to wear 
a suit", he said "I have not worn a suit, shoes and tie at 
any time 1 cannot welcome him in that dress", I informed 
him "You may wear Nehru shirt and a dhoti But you 
must not wear the Gandhi cap " he said "No I cannot If 
you so desire I will not come to welcome him", I said 
After discussion the Maharaja gave in "As you are the 
Chief Minister, you must come to welcome the Political 
Agent Come in your own dress", he declared The 
Political Agent arrived according to his programme I 
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welcomed him Everything wont otf smoothly The guest 
did not raise any objections to my dress 

Approval of Chataprablui Plan 

A conference was scheduled to be held in Belgaum 
regarding the Ghataprabha canal plan For that conference 
a representative of Jamakhandi state had been selected In 
the same manner a representative ot Mudhol state had 
been invited I’he Maharaja asked me to attend the 
conference He said, 'This canal must not pass through 
our stale We do not want any contact with the British 
government " He wanted me to take that stand in the 
conference I went to Belgaum and participated in the 
conference There the officials had kept a model of the 
Ghataprabha canal The technical experts of the Bombay 
government explained to us the plan telling us how 
several actes ot land in our state would be iingated and to 
what extent our farmers would be benefited After 
listening to their explanation and the discussion, I was 
convinced that the farmers tif our state would be benefited 
if we agreed that the canal could pass thiough our state 
Hence I gave mv approval that the canal could pass 
through our slate and join the Mudhol state and Bilgi 
Petha Salimath, the Minister of Mudhol slate, asked me, 
"What will you tell your Maharaja’" I replied, "I will s«iy 
that 1 have given consent for the good of the people 
disregarding your express mandate If you do not like it, 
then, please accept my resignation " At this, the Minister 
of Mudhol said, "1 will also act accordingly" He .ilsti 
approved the plan 1 he conli*ience ended and I returned 
tc* l.nnakhandi 

On icviching, Itimakliandi, 1 was called oy the Maharaja 
He enc|uiied abemt the prcKeedings of the conference He 
said, "it IS not pioper that you have given ymn approval " 
I replied, "What you say is correct. But I gave my 
approval because the plan would benefit our farmers for 
centuries As I disregarded your mandate, please accept 
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my resignation " With these words I placed my 
resignation before him However^ he declared, "Let us 
forget what has happened Please take back your 
resignation " As a result of my approval for the canal that 
day, at present thousands of acres of land of Jamakhandi 
taluka are getting the advantage of irrigation The farmers' 
families are living happily 

A few days after the Maharaja, who had gone to Pune, 
fell ill and died His funeral rites were performed at 
Kankanawadi in Jamakhandi His son Parushuram 
Patwardhan was enthroned according to legal rights 

Protection of Kannada-speaking People 

Soon after the assumption of office Maharaja 
Parushuram started discussion on the proposal for a 
union of the southern states This discussion took place in 
December 1947 By that time India had won freedom 
Vallabhbhai Patel had become the Home Minister At that 
time all the Maharajas of the southern states had come 
together for a union of the southern states and had pre- 
pared a constitution for it The Home Minister declared 
that if the Maharajas of 18 states. Ministers and their 
Diwans gave their unanimous approval, the union might 
be formed To discuss this issue a conference was 
organised in the office of the Servants of India Society in 
Pune My Maharaja told me that I should attend the 
conference and participate in the discussion, which I did 
The then Maharaja of Fulton state, Nayak Nimbalkar, and 
the Maharaja of Oundh state took a prominent part in it 
During the discussions, they asked for my opinion "I will 
agree to the formation of the union, provided in the 
constitution you have prepared, you make one change 
The modification is that the 18 southern states should be 
made into two divisions One should be the part with its 
mother tongue Kannada and the other with Marathi as the 
mother tongue This will facilitate the merging of the 
Kannada part with Karnataka at the time of formation of 
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provinces on the basis of language and the merging of the 
Marathi part with Maharashtra", I pointeti out "It may be 
done so But it does not seem necessiiiy to make amend- 
ment in the constitution We accept your suggestion and 
assure you we will act accoidmgly", they said. "Unless 
you make the change I will not approve it", I insisted It 
was then decided that a sub-committee should be iormed 
and I shouki ciiscuss the matter with its membeis 1 he 
meeting of that sub-committee was held in the ec’ening In 
that meeting I uas told that 1 should accept their 
assurance and theie was no nc'ed for an amendment "If 
you do not make the moditication in writing, 1 will not 
accept your oral assuiance", I intoimed them 1 he 
Presicient of the Praja Panshaci then, Aucianappa 
Dodciameti, fully suppoitc'd my stanci 

Mc/yc? of JamaUuuidi Stale 

Aftei the meeting 1 went to Jamakhandi and mtoimed 
the Maharaja of what had transpired Later, lat>a Saheb 
Shikhare of Muaj state anci Kamalnavan Hajaj calk'd on 
the Maharaja and lecjiu'sted him to give his consent to the 
union cif the states 'I he Mahaiaj^i stiid, "Please consult the 
Ministers who are the rc'presentatives of the jH'opIe See 
our Chief Minister anci ciiscuss with him It he* agrees, I 
will give my consent " The two of them came to me* anci 
discussed the issue. I repeated what I had said at the 
confererice in Pune. But thev dici not agree with me 
Afterwards cnir Maharaja and I met Willabhbhai Patel anci 
rec'juested him to merge our state with the Bombay 
province He replieci, "You shouki adopt this ciecision in 
your cabinet, and Maharaj^i should put his signature to it. 
You should then arrange a public meeting and get the 
sanction of the people If you fulfil these conditions, i will 
give my consent for the merger of the state w'lth the 
Bombay province " 

As per his advice, I returneci to Jamakhandi and had 
discussion with the two Ministers My colleague Horti 
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hesitated a little, but Kamble agreed to the proposal 
Finally a resolution was adopted unanimously by the 
cabinet The Maharaja also gave his consent We held a 
public meeting at Banhatti That meeting was presided 
over by Shri S Nijalingappa, who was then President of 
the Pradesh Congress Committee of Karnataka The 
President of our Praja Parishad, Andanappa Doddameti, 
T R Neswi and many other prominent persons had come 
from various parts of Karnataka Several representatives of 
the press were also present. Many important persons of 
our state and of the neighbouring states had also 
assembled in large numbers In this grand meeting the 
resolution proposing the merger of the state of 
Jamakhandi with the Bombay province was adopted 
Finally, on 8 March 1948 Jamakhandi state was merged 
with the Bombay province Jamakhandi was the first state 
to join the Indian Union Subsequently other states were 
merged with the Bombay province, one after another 

The administration of Jamakhandi state was entrusted 
to M P Pa til, the then Revenue Minister, on behalf of the 
Bombay state 

Legal Pwfesswn Again 

I resumed my legal profession again after the merger 
and practised for nearly 20 months I had good practice I 
purchased a house and a plot with the money I had 
earned and saved from my previous and present practice 
In the same manner in my native place at Savalgi I 
purchased a small house and two plots of land At 
Jamakhandi, alongwith my friend Knshnappa Hosur, I 
started a dalnl shop Alongwith five friends we started a 
ginning factory The house I purchased cost Rs 1,400 
and the plot cost Rs 480 and the 14 acres of land 
cost Rs 3,000 

Rambhau Jagdal Kulkarni and I purchased a small 
printing press and started a Kannada weekly Alongwith 
several of my friends I worked for the formation of other 
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places nearnbout into a district We explained what places 
should be joined if lamakhandi became the headquarters 
of a district and sent an appeal to the Bombay Govern- 
ment in this regard At the same time some people 
worked lor the formation of a Bagalkot district But both 
these demands were not accepted Instead the Bombay 
Government decided to hum the distiict ol Sangli And 
Jamakhandi taluka was meiged with it Kundagol, anothe’- 
taluka of our state, was meigtxl with the Dhanvad district 

Ptaiiue aloii^^with ParMutd So rcfuri/s/i//’ 

Soon after 1 had lesumed mv practice tollouinj; the 
merger of our state, the Revenue Minister, M P Path of 
Bombay state, on hiH wav to Belgaum from Bombav sent 
me a letter that 1 should st>o Inni at kudadn statmn, vshich 
I did He asked me whethei I would be interested in 
becoming the Sectelaiv of the Pecelopment Gommittee ol 
the Sangli dislnct I told him, "1 haw a good practice as a 
lawyc'i 1 cannot woik as a Secielaiy slaving at Sangli " 
"This work has good prospects You alieacU liavc* goc'd 
expcnience ot administialive work It wcnild stand \chi in 
good stead in \oui tuluie political career", lie explained 
to me 1 leplied, "I will piactice as a lawyer five davs a 
wc'c'k and work as Secretarv for two days If \ou agrc'o to 
this 1 vcill accept \our offer'' The Minister ag.reed tc» m\ 
condition I worked as Secretaiv for about IH months and 
developed contacts with the people of the district Wlu'n 1 
was functioning as Secietaiy, a colleague of mine told me 
that the C'ollector of Sangli clistrict, C'hinna Mulgpind, 
ICS, would not sanction my honorarium and travelling 
allowances 1 said, "I do not mind if the amount due to me 
IS not granted 1 will attend to it Iatt‘i " 

Once the Collector Chinna Mulgund and the district 
DSP haci come to jamakhandi for inspection Thcw stayed 
at the Polo Palace guest house As long as the state existed 
the guest house was the private properly of the Maharaja 
At the time of the merger of the state he had irifted the 
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Polo Palace to the government instead of keeping it for 
himself At that time I had told the Maharaja to retain for 
himself some of the good items like the crockery He had 
said, "When I am giving up the building itself, I do not 
want to spoil its beauty by taking away the beautiful 
things m It " Afterwards the district officers mentioned 
above removed all such items to the district headquarters 
at Sangli On this matter I sent a detailed telegram to the 
Home Minister of the Central Government After the 
receipt of the telegram an enquiry was ordered in regard 
to items in the Polo Palace Adke, the Executive Engineer, 
had recorded m the PWD register that all the items in the 
Polo Palace had been removed to Sangli and afterwards 
these Items had either been lost or broken, and as such he 
had deleted them from accounts It now became obvious 
why the District Collector had not sanctioned my 
honorarium and other allowances However, I did not 
raise the question of the amount due to me till my tenure 
ol office as Secretary in Sangli was over 

As Parliamentary Secretary 

As narrated before, all the southern states had been 
merged The Bombay government, taking into considera- 
tion the views of the Karnataka State Congress Committee 
and of others, nominated me as a member of the 
Legislative Assembly of Bombay on 9 September 1949 At 
this all my friends were very happy When the Legislative 
Assembly met in Pune, I was present and took the oath of 
office. As a member of the Legislative Assembly I spoke 
twice in English and once in Kannada B G Kher, the then 
Chief Minister, sent for me a day before the closing of the 
Assembly session. When I met him, he said, "I want to 
appoint you as a Parliamentary Secretary" I hesitated in 
replying to him Sensing my predicament, he added, "I 
know, you have a lucrative legal practice The salary of a 
Parliamentary Secretary is Rupees 450 p m I have heard 
you earn more than a thousand rupees as a lawyer But 
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you must not consivioi money olone 1 will appoint you as 
my rarliamontai V Setretarv As \ou work with me, \ou 
will get mote evpeiu-iue oi administration and \ou vmII 
come into tontacl with impoitant polilwal tiguies and 
high oflicials 1 hi^ will stand you m good stead in your 
tuture political cateor When one day in the future you 
acqune an important position, you will recall what I have 
said Now go to lamakhandi and pass on ail vour cases to 
some othei iawcei and accept the appointment", he saici 1 
still lemember the’ woids he had spoken, "1 will send you 
impoitant liK’s atlc’i you become the Par lianu’iuary 
Secretaiv Altei rc'«uiing them, make \oui notinj;s on a 
diifeient pic’ce ol paper Atter leaciing the notings, I will 
write down mv di'cisums in the tiles Whc’iuwei I have 
some doubt, 1 will send tor you and consult \ou 'I hat 
means, toil will he \ouis, truits will lu’ mine' , he said 
jocular 1_\ 

After this I came to lamakhandi and passc’d on all my 
cases to my tnends, C’.ajanana Krishna Cuicigpl and 
Sadashiva Balavant Pc'le, and letuinc’d to Homhay on 
5lh Octobei bt-pt and star loci work as Par liamentarv 
Secielaiv At that tune m the Bombay Ministrv theie were 
K h' Patil, SR kanthi, SP Claowkai, 'i B C'luivan, 
Habubhai Piilel, Hk kumte, HD IX’shmukh, whiU’ Phaki 
and Inciumati Seth weie Parhamentaiv Sc’cietaiu's 

Di'velopNii'iil ef Admini'dtatnv / xpeneme 

'1 he woik c'l lepoiting the failings and shoitcommgs cif 
the people oi the scuithern stales alter tlu'ii merger, 
kei'ping acccuinls ol the salaries of the employees and 
finding solutions foi the legal ditlerences bc’tween the 
vaiious areas for such problems was entrusted to me It 
was vei_\ important in those days to bring about 
integration betw'een the parts that had been merged and 
the old Heunbay province In order to carry out the work 
assigneci to nu* by the Chief Minister, 1 used to go for a 
week to places merged with the Bombay state nnti meet 
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the people, government servants and officers and receive 
petitions regarding their problems. On return to Bombay, I 
sent the petitions to the Ministers or the secretaries 
concerned I would inform in writing to the parties 
concerned the final decisions received from the 
departments I required nearly a fortnight to complete the 
work In this manner I worked to remove the difficulties 
in the areas recently merged with the Bombay province. 
Thereby, the people of the areas merged with the province 
were kept satisfied Alongwith this work, I had to 
carefully study the important files that the Chief Minister 
sent me and send him a brief resume of the issues raised 
These brief reports helped him to take appropriate 
decisions Whenever he had doubts he would discuss the 
matter with me before taking a final decision. I was thus 
able to acquire good training m regard to administration. 
Also I established contacts with the important people who 
came to see him Morarji Desai, who was a Minister in 
B.G Kher's cabinet, also started sending me some 
important files like the Chief Minister used to do. Hence I 
received even better experience of administration 

As Member of Legislative Assembly 

When India became a democratic republic in March 
1952, the first general elections were conducted I con- 
tested from Jamakhandi constituency as a Congress 
candidate for the Legislative Assembly. The Congress 
workers of our Jamakhandi taluka worked with dedica- 
tion and got me elected with a big majority. At that time 
the Secretary of the Congress Committee of our taluka 
was Shailappa Athani. In that election the Congress won 
with a big majority B G Kher had not contested the 
election At the meeting of the elected members of the 
Congress Party Morarji Desai's name was proposed for 
the leadership of the party. Morarji Desai had been 
defeated m the 1952 election by his opponent, Amul Desai. 
Morarji Desai declared at the meeting, "I am prepared to 
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accept the leadei>hip of Congress paity, provicied I 
am elected unanimously If anybody opposes, I will 
withdraw" Bhavusaheb Hire aspired to leadership himself 
as Moral ji Pesai had been defeated, but in the meeting 
when the name of Morarji Desai was proposed it was 
unanimoush approved The question oi another name 
coming up did not anse Morarji Desai thus became the 
leader ot the paitv and Chief Minister ot the Bombay 
prov'ince 

After some time he was elected to the Legislative 
Ctnmcil In a month or two, he contested the election for a 
vacant seat and became a member of the Legislative 
Assembly 

When the election of the leader oi the partv was u\er a 
joint meeting oi the memheis of the 1 egislative C ouncil 
and the I eg,isLilive Assembly i\as (.ailed at the leskience 
of M B ILiti! Mv fnend K I* Palil, who was a Paiha- 
mentaiN' Se^ielaii like me, and I also atlendt'd the 
meeting In that meeting it was doiided to ha\e two 
Mimsteis lepiesenting Bombay Karnataka m the state 
cabinet desj''ite some objections made b\ k F Patil and 
myself Rama Rao liukenkar was seleited fi.tr the post of 
the Pies. dent oi the Legislative Council 

Llihlue \’ot Ph'ptn in Po!ilh.'> 

Moiaiji Desai ukeived the approval oi the High 
('ommand in Delhi toi his cabinet In this tabinel 
piovision had been made to give only one seat to 
Karnataka M P Pali! asked Hue v\hal should be done 
1 lire said, 'D'ashwant Rao Chavan has agreed to join the 
cabinet of Moraiji Desai Hence I do not know w'hat stand 
1 should take now You decide as you think proper" M P 
Patil w'as upset According to the decision theie was no 
scope for two Ministers. His supporters came to me "M P 
l\itil must have a seat m the cabinet. But Morarji Desai 
has not invited him You should talk to B C Kher and 
press him for the inclusion of M P Patil as Minister " At 
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their insistence I called on B G Kher. He asked me, "Have 
you come to me to become a Minister"^" I said, "No " 
"Then what can I do for you"^" he enquired I replied, 
"You should ask Morarji Desai to appoint M.P Patil as 
Minister." He objected, "The Belgaum District Committee 
had written to say that he has no majority What should I 
say if Morarji Desai asks me about majority?" I replied, 
"You should say that he has the support of the people of 
Bombay Karnataka and is the seniormost amongst the 
members elected to the Legislative Assembly He is 
experienced and as he has worked as a Minister in your 
cabinet he should be appointed." He finally said, "Alright 
I will say so. But if Morarji asks me 'Who told you that 
M P Patil has the majority support of Bombay Karnataka?' 
1 will have to take your name Should I say so’'^" he asked 
me "Alright you may do so", I said He called on Morarji 
Desai to whose enquiry, 'Who told you that Patil has 
majority support in l^mataka’' B G. Kher gave my name 
Morarji Desai said, "If Jatti has stated it, I will accept the 
fact But I will not invite M P Patil, because he has sent 
me a resolution saying, 'We will join the cabinet if two 
Ministers of Karnataka are appointed Otherwise none of 
us will do so ' " This was reported to me by B G Kher 
who had come from MorarjTs house I knew that if 
Morarji Desai had taken a decision, it would be difficult 
for him to change it I told Kher, "Please send your car to 
Patil's house I will go co Palil's house in it and send him 
to your house After he comes, please take him to see 
Morarji Desai " He agreed. "Yours is an intelligent plan", 
he laughed. I went to M P Patil and sent him to B G Kher 
Kher escorted Patil to Morarji Desai Morarji Desai agreed 
to appoint M.P. Patil as Minister Later, I reminded M P 
Patil of my objection at the meeting in his house. 
Everyone agreed, "It is not proper to anticipate anything 
in politics " 

As Deputy Minister 

The cabinet was formed. Morarji Desai decided that I 
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should be appointed a Deputy Minister and S R Kanthi be 
made Deputy Speaker M R Patil ^ent for me and pressed 
me to become Deputy Speaker and suggested the idea that 
S R Kanthi should be made Deputy Minister I told him, 
"Let the Chief Minister decide according to his wish 
Please do not intei fere in this", and took my leave 

The Chief Minister did not accept the suggestion of 
M P Patil He appointed me as Deputy Minister and S R 
Kanthi as Deputy Speaker The Chief Minister called me 
and said "You are appointed as Deputy Minister to the 
Minister Shanlilal Shah " Shah was given the I lealth and 
Labour portfolio Shah was an extremely intelligent and 
competent administrator He was a reputed law'yor of 
Bombay. The Chief Minister met both of us in his chamber 
and raised the question of distribution ot work He asked 
me what work and how much I could do I said, 
"Whatever work the Minister a.ssigns to me, I will do " 
The Chief Minister said, "Decide it between yourselves " 
Shantilal Shah took me to his chamber, and said "I will 
send you 25 per cent of the files of the I lealth Department 
You may take final decision on those files yourself." 
Accordingly he infoimed his Secretary in writing that the 
files of the Health Depiartment should be sent to me He 
added that I should answer all questions concerning the 
files in the Legislative Council and Legislative Assembly. 
Seeing my work for three months, he .vud he would send 
50 per cent of the files and informed his Secietary 
accordingly in writing At the end of one year he used to 
send me all the files of the Health Department, and 
suggested that I should answer all questions concerning 
the Health Department in the Assembly and the 
Legislative Council. He also wanted that I should 
introduce bills concerning the department and should 
answer points raised in the debate Within a year he 
started sending me some files concerning the Labour 
Department also And within two years he started sending 
all the files of the two departments, pointing out that I 
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should carry out my work as a cabinet Minister, and 
promised to help me m any difficulty. Thus he trained me 
thoroughly. 

Priority to Principles and Dedicated Service 

While working in this manner, the question of starting a 
Medical College at Manipal came up My Minister had 
sent the relevant file to Dr. Jivaraj Mehta, who was 
looking after the P.W D Department. Dr Mehta putting 
forward his reasons had stat^ that permission should not 
be given for starting a medical college. Of the many 
reasons given, it was pointed out that there were no 
buildings and no proper equipment for the college. 
Earlier, Dr T M A Pai had called on me and given me full 
information He had also furnished me with a photo of the 
building at Manipal The file relating to the medical 
college was sent to me I carefully scrutinised it and noted 
that the reasons for not starting the college that Dr Mehta 
had given were not correct, as he did not have all the 
facts. Giving the facts, I recommended that permission to 
start the medical college should be given and sent the file 
to our Minister The Minister called me to his office, ''You 
should not have written against what Dr Mehta, who is a 
cabinet Minister, had said What should we do now'^" he 
asked I replied, "Dr Mehta is not connected with our 
department He gave his views lacking correct informa- 
tion I have obtained it now" The Minister discussed with 
me what we should do. I said, "Truly speaking, the 
starting of the medical college concerns the Education 
Department. We should send the file to them and discuss 
the question with them." He agreed to this Both of us saw 
Dinkar Rao Desai and discussed the matter with him It 
was decided that a committee should be appointed. That 
committee should visit Manipal and after studying the 
situation send a report to us. That committee comprised 
three members — one on behalf of our government, one 
from the Karnataka University and one representing the 
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Manipal college The members were to visit Mampal, 
scrutinise the facts and report back to us, in the stipulated 
time That committee visited Manipal and after a detailed 
survey submitted their report The report upheld my view 
Finally, permission to start the medical college was given 
The reason for asking the views of our government about 
this college was that it had been decided to affiliate this 
college to the Karnataka University The permission of the 
Madras Government had already been obtained, but it 
was already known that Mangalore district was soon to be 
merged with Karnataka 

Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, then Minister for Health in the 
Central Government, had written a letter to the Chief 
Minister Morar)i Desai for a seat in the medical college. 
The letter was sent to Bambuwala, I.C.S , the Secretary of 
our department He had prepared a gist of the letter and 
recommended that a seat should be given He brought the 
file to me for approval I said. "According to the regula- 
tions of the government it is not po.ssible to provide a seat 
Inform the Chief Minister of this " He submitttni the file to 
the Chief Minister, who called me to discuss the matter. I 
told him "We cannot allot the seat according to govern- 
ment regulation. Tell me what we should do " He said, 
"Giving the reasons you have told me, write a letter to the 
cabinet Minister and inform her" 

In government one had to act according to law In case 
of differences of opinion, there was proper atmosphere for 
resolving them through discussion Thus, though I was 
not a cabinet Minister, I had full scope to talk frankly with 
the Minister and to lake an independent decision 

As Cabinet Mvutyier 

Once our Minister had to go abroad as the leader of an 
All-lndia Workers' delegation Before proceeding, he 
requested the Chief Minister to empower me to take final 
decisions as a full-fledged Minister on all files concerning 
the Health Department The Chief Minister gave his 
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approval Our Minister called me to his office and said, 
"The Chief Minister has stated that you should take final 
decisions on all files related to the Health Department. Do 
you agree?" I agreed After an hour, he again sent for me 
and said "The Chief Minister has given his approval 
authorising you to take final decisions yourself on all files 
concerning the Labour Department As you have the 
experience of working with me so long, you are being 
given this opportunity If we assign them to another 
Minister he may not understand the policy we have been 
following " 

After the departure of my Minister, Shantilal Shah, the 
Cabinet Committee met I was informed that I too should 
attend the meeting One or two Ministers in the cabinet 
were surprised at my presence 

Another issue came up The Managing Committee of 
the Siddheshwar High School, Bijapur, was considered 
communal and the grants due to the school had been 
stopped by the government The member of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly representing Bijapur, Mallappa Surpur, 
alongwith other important persons met me and said. "The 
decision that the government has taken is not correct. We 
have not appointed any teachers on a communal basis 
And we have given opportunities to the students of all 
communities in our high school In the P D J High School 
at Bijapur all the teachers are Brahmins The grants to that 
school have not been stopped This is injustice You should 
inform the Chief Minister and please see that our high 
school gets the grants as usual again " I told them, 
"Morarji Desai is not biased He goes by actual facts and is 
strong enough to stand by his decisions " Those who had 
come to me pleaded, "Somebody has given a wrong 
impression to the Chief Minister Hence place the facts 
before him and get us justice " I told him, "Go t(5 Bijapur 
and bring details of the number of teachers and students, 
and the castes to which they belong, of the P D J High 
School I will prepare a table of the particulars of both the 
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high schools and send it to the Chief Minister " Within a 
week they brought back particulars of the number of 
teachers and students and the castes they belonged to of 
both the high schools to me I saw the Chief Minister, gave 
the prepared table and informed him that grave injustice 
had, in fact, been done to the Siddheshwar High &hool 
He realised the truth of my statement Immediately he 
sent for the secretary of the Education Department and 
instructed him that an order should be issued restoring 
the usual grants to the Siddhesvvar High School 

Austerity and Justice Win 

On another occasion, one Dr V K Jawali, who had been 
working in the Education Department as an inspector, was 
suspended on charge that he had criticised a particular 
community when he had gone for inspection to Dharwad 
He complained to me that injustice had been done to him, 
and pleaded that I should help him to get redressal. I 
advised him, "My friend K F Patil the Deputy Minister, is 
from Dharwad And he is my neighbour residing m the 
house adjacent to my house Go to him and inform him of 
the details of the matter and get justice done through 
him " He saw K F Patil and after some time Patil and Dr 
Jawali called on me We discussed the matter I suggested 
to Dr Jawali that he should draft an appeal to the 
Education Minister giving the true facts The next day Dr 
Jawali prepared the petition and brought it to me K.F 
Patil and I then took Dr. Jawali to the Education Minister 
Dinkarbhai Desai, and submitted the petition to him After 
reading it, the Minister said, "The Chief Minister has 
suspended you from service Once he takes a decision it is 
difficult to change it " I pointed out, "You are a seasoned 
lawyer and Education Minister If you are not ready to 
examine truth and untruth what will be the fate of those 
who work in your department. Please order a close 
scrutiny After the scrutiny when the report comes if you 
are convinced that grave injustice has been done to 
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Dr. Jawali you should reinstate him in service " The 
Education Minister was an unbiased and able adminis- 
trator Shortly after proper enquiry, the Education Minister 
received the report He met me and K F. Patil and agreed 
that injustice had in actual fact been done to Dr. Jawali. I 
told him, "Please see the Chief Minister and request him 
to reinstate Dr Jawali in his post." Accordingly, he met the 
Chief Minister The Chief Minister called me and K.F 
Patil He spoke with some vehemence but after reading 
the report of enquiry he said, 'The Education Minister has 
stated that injustice has been done to Dr Jawali. I will 
agree to reinstate Dr Jawali in service, but I will not give 
him any executive job." On that condition Dr Jawali was 
reinstated and an order to that effect was issued 

Dr Jawali, however, was not satisfied with the 
condition He asked us for advice We told him, "Accept 
the order and join service Then seek justice against the 
government order in a law court." He accepted our 
suggestion and joined service. He appealed to the 
Belgaum court for modification of the government order. 
Here the case was decided against Dr. Jawali He next 
appealed to the High Court Here also the judgement 
went against him That judgement was given after the 
formation of the Karnataka state He next appealed to the 
Supreme Court, which decided in his favour The Supreme 
Court ordered that the Bombay government should give 
him the promotion due to him from the date of the 
suspension and Rs 60,000 

Selection of D C. Pavate 

Another occasion The Vice Chancellor of Karnataka 
University was the retired District Judge, Hulakc a. When 
the term of his office was about to end someone had 
levelled a charge against him in spite. The state cabinet 
took up the question of what steps should be taken 
against the Vice Chancellor regarding the charge, but 
before taking a final decision the Chief Minister 
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asked K.F Patil and me for our opinion. We told him that 
that the charge brought against Hulakoti was false We 
had collected full particulars about the case. We stressed 
that it was not proper that action should be taken against 
the Vice Chancellor when he was about to retire The 
Chief Minister concurred with our view. "The next Vice 
Chancellor to be appointed should be deserving in every 
respect and an educationist", he stressed 

When Hulakoti's term was over, the leaders of north 
Karnataka discussed the question of his successor and 
came to the conclusion that wrangler D C. Pavate should 
De chosen At that time DC Pavate was the D.PI. of 
Bombay state. He was to retire in two or three months. 
Some leaders went to the Minister, M P Patil, to request 
him to retire D C. Pavate prematurely with the con.sent of 
the Chief Minister But Patil wanted me to see the Chief 
Minister in this connection I met him and told him, "It is 
the considered view of several persons that D C Pavate is 
quite deserving of the position of Vice Chancellor of the 
Karnataka University He is about to retire m two or three 
months If you ask him to retire immediately, he would be 
able to contest the election", I pointed out The Chief 
Minister said, "Pavate is holding an impx^rtant office I do 
not want him to retire immediately." I argued, "When a 
charge was levelled against Hulakoti, you had expressed 
the view that the next Vice Chancellor should be 
deserving and an educationist Pavate is both deserving 
and an educationist He is going to retire shortly" The 
Chier Minister thought for a while and said, "It Pavate 
contests the election, will you see to it that he gets 
elected'-^ "My friends and I w'lll take that responsibility 
and we will see that he gets elected", I assured him. There 
and then he sent for the secretary of the Education 
Department, and asked him to get D C. Pavate's agree- 
ment to the retirement Pavate retired, contested the 
election and won As he was an educationist and an able 
administrator he was elected thnce for the same post and 
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under him the KamatdKa University developed and made 
good progress 

Public Welfare Activities 

I had been working to bring Rabkavi, Banhatti, Rampur 
and Hosur under one municipality There were 
municipalities at Rabkavi and Banhatti and panchayats at 
Rampur and Hosur. It was my considered view that if all 
these places came together under the jurisdiction of one 
common municipality, their income would increase and it 
would facilitate the development of publicwelfare 
activities, like providing drinking water, electricity and 
hospitals I had already discussed this with the members 
of the Rabkavi and Banhatti municipalities and had got 
their consent We had placed this proposal before the 
Bombay government, which was favourably inclined 
towards it But then some individuals at Rabkavi started 
opposing it They sent a number of appeals and telegrams 
to the Minister M P Patil They even sent threatening 
letters stating that if the Minister or I went to Rabkavi 
they would show black flags in protest The Minister 
became nervous and suggested that the issue should be 
discussed in the cabinet. In the meantime, the department 
of city administration was transferred from M P. Patil to 
YB Chavan He wrote to me that I should furnish him in 
writing with my views on the matter I wrote to him in 
detail about the benefits that would accrue if one 
municipality was created The issue was then taken up in 
the Council of Ministers. The Chief Minister called me and 
asked me to give my frank opinion I informed him of my 
finn stand M P Patil, however, objected, "It is not good to 
form a common municipality joining four places as the 
people are opposed to it " "I do not mind if there is 
trouble in undertaking good social work even if I am 
defeated m the next election", I said YB. Chavan wanted 
to leave the issue to me as I had been elected from that 
constituency. Morarji Desai said, "It is better to respect the 
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views of Jatti as the good or otherwise of that constituency 
IS his concern " 

Later, at the time of elections to the Legislative 
Assembly when I was campaigning at Rabkavi, I spoke to 
the people, "The formation ot a common municipality is 
in the inteiest of the people Even if I am deieated by your 
not casting your vole in my favoin, you will bless me later 
lot the benefits tlowing from the decision I have taken '' 
As good link would have it, I was electtxi Now there is a 
permanent aiiangemenl at Rabkavi, Banhattn Hosui and 
Rampur for electricity and drinking water Moreover 
many other facilities have been provided I'he munici- 
pality has also developt'd well 

Pmfasafy; ih/ifye 

Nayak N'lmbalkai (the former Mahaiaja ot kaltan stale) 
was the PWD Ministei in \lorar)i Desai's cabinet In the 
old jamakhandi stale there had been acute shortage c>f 
foodstuffs when 1 was the Chief Minister of that state The 
foodgram would be hi ought fiom ciulside and distnbuted 
After ciistribution, when the accounts were audited liie 
ciepartment had made a net profit of Rs 1,40,000 A 
separate society haci been formed to condiul that 
business The profits made by this society were deposited 
in the Jamakhandi Slate Central C'o-opeiative Hank tor the 
construction of a bridge across the Krishna 1 he Bomlviy 
government agreed to build the bridge utilising the 
balance in the bank and supplemented bv lunds granted 
by the state But the pei)ple ot lamakhandi were vlivided 
on where the bricig,e should be built 'I here were three 
possible sites C)ne was neai Hire lainbigg, anolhiT near 
Sanal and the thud nc'at Padasalgi i went to lamakhandi 
and lalkeci to people of differing views and asked them if 
they wanted the construction of the bridge or not 
Everyone was decidecily in favour of the bridge being 
built I then suggested, "I et us appoint a committee of 
expel ts to examine the best location for the bricige anci it 
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should be constructed at the site they recommend " My 
suggestion was accepted unanimously 

The experts of the Bombay government visited the 
three sites and tested with the help of borings the best 
location for a solid foundation They recommended that 
the bridge should be constructed near Padasalgi. 

The bridge was accordingly built in 1955 The cost came 
to Rs 11,45,000 It was felt that for the opening ceremony 
the P W D Minister, Nayak Nimbalkar, should be the 
Chief Guest The Chief Minister was approached for his 
approval The Chief Minister pointed out, "The 
constituency is Jatti's Why should anyone else go for the 
opening ceremony’^ Jatti should go himself" I therefore 
inaugurated the bridge on 4 July 1955 This bridge has 
made it possible for the people of Jamakhandi taluka to go 
directly to Bijapur 

After the construction of this bridge there was no road 
to Bijapur I wrote to the PWD Minister asking him to 
arrange for the building of the road When the file was 
sent to the Chief Engineer, Mahida, he noted "A huge 
amount of money will be required for the road It will be 
sheer madness to spend so much money" When the 
Minister sent the file to me I noted, "After constructing 
the bridge with so much money, it will be even greater 
madness not to build the road", and returned the file to 
the Minister The Minister told me, "The Chief Engineer is 
saying that you should not have written in that manner 
What have you to say to that"?" "Is it proper for a 
government official to write in response to the Deputy 
Minister's request as madness"^ My noting was in reply to 
what he had stated " The matter was brought to the notice 
of the Chief Minister He sent for me and the Minister and 
declared, "The Chief Engineer should not have wntten in 
the way he did Minister includes Deputy Minister Hence 
the Deputy Minister commands the same respect as the 
Minister" He got the order for us for the building of the 
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road from the bridge to Bijapur The road was ready at the 
time of the 1957 general elections 

During the elections, Morarji Desai brought the Prime 
Minister to campaign for me contesting from the 
Jamakhandi constituency After the campaigning was ov er 
at Jamakhandi they travelled by the same road to go to 
Bijapur There the road was inaugurated by the Prime 
Minister 

For7natum of Linguistic Piovmccs 

The Government of India issued a proclamation on the 
formation of linguistic provinces on 1 November 195o, 
following a year-long agitation for this It was announced 
that a new province would be formed called new Mysore 
state by pining together all the Kannada-speaking areas It 
was decided to include Belgaum, Dharwad, Bijapur, and 
Karwar districts in the new Mysore state The Bombay 
government entrusted me and my Minister, Shantilal 
Shah, with the task of deciding on the staff and funds to 
be allotted to our new Mysore stale Before the formation 
of this new state C J Ambali, I lalhken, I and a few others 
had called on the Maharaja of Mysore for his opinion His 
Highness was not in the Mysore Palace, and had gone to 
Ooty We went there and discussed the matter with him. 
He declared, "Let the new Mysore state be formed as early 
as possible Thereby the state would be even bigger and 
the areas of Kannada-speaking people splintered and 
far-flung would come together This would undoubtedly 
lead to the progress and prosperity of the Kannadigas " 
Then we went to Bangalore and saw the site for the 
Legislative Assembly and met a number of political 
leaders and returned to Bombay Before this at Hubh a 
mammoth gathering had been organised for the 
integration and unity of Karnataka To that gathering K. 
Hanumanthayya, the then Chief Minister oj the old 
Mysore state, was welcomed as the Chief Guest*" K Hanu- 
manthayya announced his approval for the formation of 
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Nava Karnataka m that gathering All the important 
leaders of Bombay Karnataka were present at the meeting 
In 1956, a few days prior to 1 November the members of 
the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council of 
Bombay Karnataka met in a big hotel m Bombay Here the 
matter of selecting a name for the Chief Ministership of 
the new Mysore state was taken up, and it was decided 
that S Nijalingappa would be the best choice There were 
47 members in that meeting During the discussion 
initially, the member of the Legislative Assembly from 
Dharwar district, Tambaka opposed S Nijalmgappa's 
name but he finally agreed 

Before this conference met. Central Minister K C Reddy 
had come to Bombay to meet the Chief Minister Morai^i 
Desai The Chief Minister phoned me, "K C Reddy has 
come to me He asked me whether we have decided on 
somebody for the Chief Ministership of the new Mysore 
state I told him if Jatti and his colleagues had taken a 
decision they might not change it If, however, they have 
not yet decided, I said, you better speak with him Have 
you already taken a decision'^" he asked me I told him, 
"All the members of the Legislative Council and 
Legislative Assembly of Bombay have decided to pro- 
pose the name of Nijalingappa for the Chief Minister- 
ship " Then he said, "K C Reddy will talk to you " And 
gave the phone to him He spoke to me in Kannada, I 
said, "Yes " "Alright If you had not taken a decision I 
wanted to speak to you about it", he said and put the 
phone down 

Afterwards all the members came to Bangalore. We met 
important members of the Legislative Assembly of 
Hyderabad Karnataka and talked with them. Annarao 
Ganamuki, who was a Minister in Hyderabad state, was 
the most prominent of the Hyderabad Karnataka 
members In the beginning he did not approve of the 
name of Nijalingappa We told him, "There is no one who 
is better known in old Mysore than Nijalingappa 
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Nijalingappa has for nine years been the President 
of the Karnataka Pradesh Congress Samiti It is correct to 
suggest his name " After a long discussion he said, "Let us 
meet Nijalingappa and talk with him Let us asceitain 
from him whether he would select us for the new 
Ministry " Together we went to Nijalingappa and 
informed him of the views of members of Bombay 
Karnataka and Hydeiabad Kaniataka In the course of the 
talk 1 told him that Ganamukhi should be included in the 
forthcoming Ministry He smiled and said "Yes" 
Ganamukhi said, "You should not let us down while you 
agree now" The discussion thus came to a close Aftei this 
Sahukar Chnnnayya, 1' R Neswi, and Shnnivas Mallaya 
sent for Ganamukhi and me, and said, "You ought not to 
have taken the decision of choosing the Chief Minister 
immediately Otherwise we could have all toimed a 
commute*' which would have facilitated our selecting the 
Mmistef lionvea*'h ronsiituencv Now NijNingappa is 
assured of a majority anu our suggestions will not be of 
much use However, we should foimalh set up a 
committee and on behalf of that committee let us piopose 
the name of Nijalingappa and elect him unanimously" As 
decided the name oi Nijalingappa was proposed ami he 
w<is elected unanimously as the leader of the parly 
Nijalingappa then ptoceeded to Delhi to consult the High 
Command tor the tormalion ot the Ministiy aiui after 
getting their apjuov al the names of the Ministers were 
announced In his cabinet the name of Annarao 
Ganamukhi was mit included To represent Bombay 
Karnataka k F Patil and 1 wc'ie taken as Deputy Ministers 
S R Kanthi who uas acting as Deputy speakei was chosen 
for the spc'akership of the I I'gislalive Assembly 

Back in the le;^al Ptofe^^um 

Nijalingappa functioned as Chief Minister from 
November 1936 to March 1957 LXinng this period 1 w'as a 
member of the I.egislative Assembly, residing at 
Jamakhaiicii anci lioing social work 
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In March 1957, the elections for the Legislative 
Assembly were again held I contested from Jamakhandi 
constituency and was elected. Nijalmgappa again became 
the Chief Minister He sent me a telegram regarding the 
formation of the Ministry with the approval of the elected 
members, and informed me that I would be selected as a 
Minister There was general enthusiasm at this But when I 
went to Bangalore and met the Chief Minister, he told me, 
"M.P Patil and the members of his family have pressed 
very hard, and I have decided to take him as a Minister 
for a few months Please wait for some time " I acquiesced 
and returned to Jamakhandi 

Late’' C J Ambali wrote to me at the suggestion of the 
Chief Minister that I should become member of the Public 
Service Commission I did not accept this Afterwards 
when I went to Bangalore and met the Chief Minister he 
tried to persuade me to join the Public Service 
Commission, "If persons like you become members it 
would help in the selection of good government servants " 
But still I did not agree At the same time, I consulted 
Morarji Desai in this connection who was then Commerce 
Minister at the Centre. His advice was "Better be a 
four-anna Congressman, but do not agree to become a 
member of the PSC" 

President of Land Reforms Committee 

After a month or two M P Patil, Revenue Minister of 
the new Mysore state, offered me the Presidentship of the 
Land Reforms Committee, and asked me to see him I met 
him in Bangalore During the course of the discussion, I 
told him, "I will agree to become President of the Land 
Reforms Committee, but I will function as an honorary 
member " Earlier, I had taken the opinion of my friends, 
who felt that "this work will be fine, and it will give you 
an opportunity to tour all over the Mysore state, and your 
report could help both the landlords and the tenants " B. 
Basavalingappa, M R Patil, B R Karkera, B A Desai, 
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Huchcha Masti Gouda, Malhkarjunagouda, C.A Madanna 
and M Ramappa were members of the committee. We 
travelled m a van all over the state and met officials of the 
department, lawyers, landlords and tenants and had 
discussions with them Bala Subrahmanyam, LA S , was 
the Secretary to the committee He was honest and a man 
of integrity and intelligent The government had 
sanctioned Rs 27,000 for the expenses of the committee 
Of this amount Rs. 13,500 were meant for expenses and we 
were informed that we should ask for more after the 
money was spent We adopted the principle that the tiller 
of the land should be its owner, and visited all parts of the 
Mysore state and met the landlords and tenants there We 
ascertained the facts and submitted our report within the 
stipulated time to the government on 10 September, 1957 
Our committee had spent Rs 13,500 for this work The 
government officials expressed their surprise and 
commented "Other committees usually demand more 
money than the amount already granted But your 
committee did not ask either for more time or even spend 
the money that was allotted " 

A few days before the submission of the report to the 
government the Swamiji of Pejawar Math sent a message 
to say that he would be coming to see me regarding the 
lands of the temples and religious institutions and the 
tenants tilling that land I sent word telling him that the 
revered Swannji should not come to me I will myself go 
and see him, which I did His objection was, "If the 
tenants who till the land become the owners, what would 
be the fate of the temples and religious institutions? 1 low 
could we conduct the daily worship and other religious 
rituals?" I pointed out, "When the tenants wdio till the 
land of private landlords become owners, why should not 
the tenants of the lands of the temples and religious 
institutions also become owners? How could we 
discriminate between tenants and tenants’" "The principle 
you are stating is correct," he argued "But have you made 
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provision in your report for the conduct and continuity of 
religious services in temples and religious places'^" I 
explained, "The report states that adequate provision 
should be made for that It has been recommended that; 
about 75 per cent of the tenancy amount due from the 
tenants should go to temples and religious institutions " 
"My doubts are now cleared You may submit your 
report," he said finally 

In Knrnataka's Political Field 

Later, as a result of certain circumstances, there was a 
split in the Congress Party Before the unification of 
Karnataka Kengal Hanumanthayya had come to Bombay 
and wanted to meet the legislators of Bombay Karnataka 
The meeting took place at the residence of M P. Patil 
When Hanumanthayya came to the conference, all the 
members, except Sahukar Channayya, stood up. Hanu- 
manthayya regarded this as an insult Subsequently, 
Hanumanthayya was removed from Chief Ministership 
and Kadidal Manjappa was elected Chief Minister 
Manjappa functioned as Chief Minister for three months 
till Nijalingappa assumed that office on 1 November 1956 
Hanumanthayya did not get the opportunity of becoming 
Chief Minister again As a consequence, within a few 
months of the formation of the cabinet under Nijalin- 
gappa, there was a split in the Congress Party Sahukar 
Channayya, T Subrahmanyam, Mali Mariyappa, T 
Manyappa, Naidu and others organised meetings in 
different places and formed a dissident group This group 
gamed strength with every passing day, and Kengal 
Hanumanthayya, Advocate Kaujalgi, Mallikarjuna Swamy 
and others also started attending its meetings Thus, 
finally when the dissident group gamed majority they 
wrote and informed the High Command about it. Before 
the arrival of the representative of the High Command in 
Bangalore, there was a discussion on who should be 
selected as the leader of the party Hanumanthayya 
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wanted that the leadership question should be decided at 
the meeting itself It became obvious that both 
Hanumanthayya and Sahukar Channayya desired to 
become leader of the party Hanumanthayya took me to 
another room and said, "We have to decide somebody's 
name and inform the representative at the High 
Command " He asked me for my opinion My view was, 
"If we now start to decide the name ot the leader of the 
party theie may be difference of opinion among the 
members That might affect adversely the unity ot the 
paity" He did not like my stand 1 lowever, 1 went back to 
the meeting and placed my view before it, which was 
accepted Hanumanthayva did not appio\e of it 

On behalf of the High Command, the then Secietaiv ot 
the A LC C., Shuman Naryan, came down f ie called the 
legislators individually and sought their views I le ai lived 
at the conclusion that Xijahngappa had lost his maionty 
Accordingly Nijalmgappa tendeied his resignation And 
he got permission to contest at the meeting foi the eleHion 
of the leader 

The dissidents appointed a committee to tiecide on the 
candidate for leadership Among the members ot that 
committee weie Sahukai Channayya, ! Subiahmanvam, 
CJ Ambali, Kolui Mallappa, Huh Wnkata Redd\ and 
K K Shetty I'he committee was empoweied to select 
anothei leader ot the Congress Taity Atti*r long 
delibeiations T Subiahmainam was selected 

The next day when 1 was at kumaia Kripa, Anna 
Guniji came to my room ami infoimwl me ot the pievious 
night's decision He said, "Let I Subtahmanyam bcxonu* 
the Chief Minister Will you agree to be the l)c‘putv Clnef 
Minister'?" "I would not say anything Let the meeting, 
take place and let us accept whateyer decision is taken at 
it," I stated As I was pioceedmg fur tlu' meeting Hura- 
kadli Master met me aiui dcvlaied, "When 1 was wor- 
shipping Mother Goddess in the morning, I had the 
distinct feeling that she had placed the garland round 
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your neck You will become the Chief Minister" "The 
name of T Subrahmanyam has already been decided 
upon Hence what you say does not appear to be true/' I 
commented and went to the meeting When I was near the 
meeting hall, Mallikarjuna Swamy and advocate Kaujalgi 
asserted that they did not accept the decision taken by the 
committee Shriman Narayan explained to us the 
procedure for electing the leader before the meeting 
started "I will give each one of the legislators a chit with 
my signature You should write the name of the leader of 
your choice on the other side Whoever gets the majority 
will be declared elected " Nijalingappa declared that he 
would again contest the election Legislator Vijaya Desai 
advised T Subrahmanyam, "Do not contest the election 
Nijalingappa is a candidate You will be defeated Propose 
the name of B D Jatti instead " Sahukar Channayya and 
other leaders went to a corner of the conference hall to 
pondei over the matter They asked me, "Will you agree to 
contest the leadership of the party^" "1 do not agree 
Because I am now an ordinary member of the Legislative 
Assembly Nijalingappa has been looking at me archly If I 
contest against him and am defeated my future will be in 
jeopardy Hence select somebody else," I suggested But 
important members of Bombay Karnataka, Huh Venkata 
Reddy, C J Ambali and others, persuaded me to give my 
consent, and I ivas elected with a majority 

Afterwaids, Shnman Narayan told me to meet 
Nijalingappa and enquire whether he would be prepared 
to join the Mmisliy I met Nijalingappa at Carlton House 
and lequested him to join my cabinet His reply was, 
"Ihank you ior inviting me But I do not wish to be a 
Minister" 

Before forming the Ministry, I phoned Morarji Desai 
and asked him when I should meet Dhebar, the A I C C 
President at that time He suggested that it would be 
better if I went as the Chief Minister after taking the oath 
of office Accordingly I took the oath of office on 16 May 
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1958 I did not have details about the members of the 
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council Hence I 
called important members of all the districts and collected 
relevant particulars As far as possible I wanted to give 
representation to all the districts, and I thought of 
appointing highly experienced persons as also some 
capable younger persons With the names of those who 
could be made Ministers I went to Delhi on 19 May 1958 I 
had a talk with Dhebar He took me to Morarji Desai, and 
we three discussed the matter and prepared a list of those 
to be appointed Ministers and Deputy Ministers We then 
met Prime Minister Jaivaharlal Nehru, and showed him 
the list He said, "Attei Dhebarbhai and Morarp have seen 
and checked it I need not go thiough it " "I intend to have 
one amongst the Hanjans as a Minister and another as a 
Deputy Minister But I do not really know as to who is 
really senior and who is junior among them Hence please 
allow me to decide this after a careful sciutiny after I 
return to Bangalore", I suggested. 'I'he Prime Nlinister 
agreed, saying, "As you please" 'I his was followed by a 
short discussion about some other topic on inducting 
Mallappa Kolur in the Ministiy I he Piime Minister's 
opinion was that consideting his training it would be 
better to utilise him for C'ongress work rather than make 
him a Minister. 

Before 1 left ti>i Bangalore, Sahukar C'hannayya, the 
President of Mysoie Piadesh Congress Committee, asked 
me over the phone to announce the names of the 
prospective Ministers on leaching Bangalore only after 
consulting him 1 told this to Dhebar who advised me, 
"You neeci not take anybody's opinion Without any 
further delay, if possible even at Delhi, issue a statement 
to the press Or immediately after you reach Bangalore, 
invite representatives of the press and announce the 
names of the Ministers" He also made it clear that I 
should not give scope to Sahukar to nu'ddle in the matter. 
After I reached Bangalore Channayya phoned me from the 
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K PC.C office and said, "Do not announce the name of 
the Ministers today Do so after discussing the matter with 
me tomorrow I have already phoned to Dhebar in Delhi " 
I again phoned Dhebar and asked him His reply was "I 
have already given you my frank opinion. Without any 
further delay or thought announce the names of the 
Ministers approved by the High Command " Then seeing 
the press representatives waiting outside, I gave them the 
names of the Ministers omitting the names of N Rachayya 
and B Basavalingappa N Rachayya had told me not to 
announce his name at the instance of Sahukar Channayya 
The next day the names of the Ministers appeared in the 
press Seeing the list Rachayya told me, "I made a mistake 
Please announce my name also " 

Afterwards Loka Seva Nirata Hanumantappa of 
Nelamangala and some members of the Legislative 
Assembly told me "Between the two, B Basavalingappa 
and N. Rachayya, the latter is senior Hence appoint him 
as cabinet Minister, and Basavalingappa as Deputy 
Minister" I thereupon talked to B Basavalingappa and 
with his consent I appointed N Rachayya as cabinet 
Minister and B Basavalingappa as Deputy Minister 
The size of this cabinet was small The names of the 
Ministers were 

Chief Minister (1) B D Jatti 

Ministers (2) T Subrahmanyam, (3) Kadidal Manjappa, 
(4) T Mariyappa, (5) K F. Patil, (6) Dr K K Hegde, (7) 
Mall Mariyappa (8) Annarao Ganamukhi, (9) N Rachayya 

Deputy Ministers (1) B Basavalingappa, (2) Sham- 
sudd in (3) Linga Reddy, (4) Grace Thakkar, (5) Lilavati 
Magadi 

In my Ministry there were no differences of opinion All 
the Ministers, except N. Rachayya, were senior to me m 
age In the first meeting of my cabinet, I made it clear that 
all Ministers were equal, and the Chief Minister was only 
the first among the Ministers Though I was junior in age. 
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all the Ministerb treated me with respect and performed 
their duties smoothly With such harmonious cooperation 
among the Ministers we were able to successfully 
complete several development piojects To cite a few 
examples — the hydro-electric powei plant at Sharavati, the 
transformation of the steel factory ol Bhadravati to 
produce alloy steel, the setting up of a paper mill at 
Mysore utilising the waste piodiKts of the sugar factory of 
Mandva, the establishment of an acetate factory m Mysore 
and the H MT factoiv, besides a co-operative sugar 
fOLtory at Sanskesv\ai aini spinning mills at Bellarv and 
Hagalkot weie opened, the porcelain factory which was 
always nmning at a loss was tiansformed into a profitable 
one In short, many big and small industries were 
establisheti 

It was Kengai 1 lanumanthavva who had got the 
Legislative Assembly (Vidhana Soudha) built. He had 
taken great pains over the constria lion ol this building. 
Without it, there would have Ihh'U no proper phue for 
holding the sessions of the Legislative As-.ernbly and 
Legislative Council at lking,aloie On the front door of this 
building it was inscnbed, “t loc er nment's work is Cod's 
work" After the completion of the building, Kengai 
1 ianumanthayya did not get the oppoitunilv to wtnk here 
either as Chief Minister or Minister Many cliarges vs'ere 
levelleci against him regarding the construction of the 
building To encjiure into these charges, an P.nc|uiry 
Commission hacl been appointed I his commission 
submitted a detailed report after its investigation All this 
had taken place before 1 became tire Chief Minister 
Shortly after I became the Chief Munster, Prime Minister 
Nehiu wrote to me a confidential lettei asking me to 
study the report carefully and g,ive my frank opinion to 
what extent K Hanumanthayya was guilty I studied the 
report and I wrote to the Prime Munster that at the time of 
the construction of the building it was true that a few 
charges were made unsupported by proper proof. But as 
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Chief Minister he was not guilty of any criminal offence. 
Later I received a letter from the Prime Minister saying, 
"It was good you gave your opinion I have been relieved 
of a headache " 

Honouring the Mandate 

Once the question came up in the cabinet about who 
should be selected as the Director of Health The choice 
was between Dr Naidu and Dr Sattur Dr Sattur was an 
officer in the old Bombay government, while Dr Naidu 
belonged to the old Mysore state. One view was that Dr 
Sattur would be a better choice considering his pay and 
experience The other point of view supported Dr Naidu 
because he was senior and had longer experience There 
were still six or seven years for Dr Sattur to retire, while 
Dr Naidu was to retire in about two years With a view to 
give both the opportunity to become Directors, Dr Naidu 
was selected at first and Dr Sattur was told, "After the 
retirement of Naidu, you will also get the chance to 
become the director Do you agree to if^" He agreed and 
expressed his goodwill After this was settled in the 
cabinet, Sahukar Channayya got wind of it. He phoned 
me from Mysore, "I do not agree with your decision I will 
come and discuss the matter with the Health Minister and 
you must not act upon the decision till that time " I 
pointed out, "It is not proper for me to withhold the 
decision of the cabinet just because I am the Chief 
Minister And I will not do it " He said, "It appears that 
you have forgotten that you have become the Chief 
Minister with our support Anyway, I will come and see 
you tomorrow " Channayya came to Bangalore and met 
the Health Minister, Dr Hegde, and argued that the 
decision of the cabinet should not be implemented Dr 
Hegde did not accept his suggestion Channayya then 
came to me and informed me of the discussion with the 
Health Minister I spoke to him in the same manner the 
Health Minister had done Channayya then said. 
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"San)eeva Reddy;, the newly-elected President of the 
A I C C , IS coming to Bangalore within a day or two Till 
his arrival the government should not notify the appoint- 
ment in the Gazette " I did not agree to it Sanjeeva Reddy 
came to Bangalore He was welcomed with due pomp and 
ceremony He met me and brought up the issue which 
Channayya had taken up with me earlier. I pointed out, 
"You have worked as the Chief Minister of Andhra 
Pradesh Outsiders should not meddle with the internal 
administration of a government But if somebody inter- 
feres and if the government bows down to such coercion 
and threats and changes its decision, it will lose its value 
Moreover, if an individual changes his decision under the 
influence of somebody that somebody may gam some 
respect but the government as a result would lose its face. 
Hence I cannot alter the decision that has been taken by 
the cabinet " Sanjeeva Reddy remarked "I will not 
interfere with your administration Do what you dv'om 
fit " 

Reservation and Prohibition 

It was resolved to appoint a cabinet committee when 
the issue of reservation came up in the government The 
committee was formed under the chairmanship of Dr. 
Nagangouda Following the recommendation of the 
committee a detailed discussion was held and it was 
decided to provide 17 per cent and one per cent 
reservations for the scheduled castes and schtxluled tribes 
respectively, in regard to other communities reservations 
were provided for those below a certain income For 
admission of backward caste students, they were to be 
divided into two categories on the basis of their merit. 

I had submitted the report on land reforms on 10 
September 1957. On the basis of that report an Act had to 
be adopted A new bill was prepared and placed before 
the members of the Legislative Council for discussion The 
bill was then presented in the Legislative Assembly where 
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It was passed and the law enacted 

Prohibition was strictly imposed in all distncts except 
Bangalore city. Some disgruntled members brought 
pressure that the law of prohibition should be made 
applicable to Bangalore city also. My stand was that the 
law would be implemented in stages and eventually 
embrace Bangalore city as well 

The new Mysore state was constituted from areas of 
different states In this state were incorporated old 
Mysore, Hyderabad Karnataka, Bombay Karnataka, 
Mangalore, Bellary and Kodagu areas of Madras state The 
rules regarding the pay and promotion of government 
employees differed from area to area It was indeed a 
ticklish job to prepare uniform rules to the satisfac- 
tion of all government employees Barring one or two 
departments, uniformity was ultimately achieved in all 
departments 

Pacifying Irate Students 

The cultural activities of boys and girls coming from 
different provinces were organised in the precincts of the 
Mysore University Mallaradhya had told them that as 
there was lack of sufficient space for all the students to 
witness the music, dance and other entertainment 
programmes separate groups should be formed and they 
should witness such programmes at different times But 
the students agitated and insisted that they all wanted to 
come to see the programmes at the same time 
Mallaradhya did not bow down to their pressure As a 
consequence there was a lathi charge by the police In 
support of their demands even Bangalore college and high 
school students took out a procession on the main roads 
Holding placards in their hands, shouting slogans, they 
began their march At that time the sessions of the 
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council were 
going on, and I was answering some question in the 
Legislative Council When the procession reached the 
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Vidhana Soudha, the students wanted to enter the 
Vidhana Soudha I G.P Hosalli tried to prevent them One 
student hurled a stone at him, which hit his cheek causing 
It to swell up Hosalli came to the conference hall of the 
Legislative Council and wrote out a chit giving details of 
what had happened and sent it to me. After glancing at 
the chit I came down the steps alongwith the police 
officials and approached the crowd of students. The 
officials were warning me against my meeting the 
students who had gathered on the road between the High 
Court and the Vidhana Soudha The students were 
shouting slogans I told the police officials, "Stand here 
Do not come forward The students will be more excited 
and agitated seeing your Khakt dress," and I went ahead 
towards the students They encircled me After standing 
there for a while, I asked the students, "Who is your 
leader’" They were taken aback and were looking at one 
another's faces. "If you have no leaders with whom 
should 1 discuss’ And how can I understand your 
problem’" I asked They stood silently I told them, 
"Assemble in one place and elect your representatives and 
send them to me " 1 added that they should collect all the 
placards and put them together in one place and 
instructed the police to stand guard over them The 
students went to a spacious ground and agreed to send 
their representatives to me, and decided on their number. 
There was some discussion on where they should see 
me — whether in my office or at my residence The 
representatives told me that they would see me at my 
residence Balabrui At 6 p m five student leaders met me 
I asked each one of them where he came from and 
whether his parents had given him their consent to taking 
part m the agitation "What will you do if the police file a 
case against you and you are fined? Will not such a stigma 
be a hurdle in your path of progress’" I asked some other 
similar questions. At this three student leaders said, "We 
have been somehow involved m this agitation. You 
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yourself should free us from it " I told them "Apologise 
individually in writing " They wanted to know, "Once we 
apologise in writing will it not be proved that we have 
committed an offence?" I assured them, "You need not say 
you have done any crime. Write only one sentence and 
sign " The sentence was, T express regret for what I have 
done ' They agreed to it 

Afterwards I sent them to another room and called the 
police officials I informed them of what had transpired 
between me and the student representatives and got their 
approval I then brought the student representatives and 
the police officials together and made them shake hands 
The police were satisfied that the students had apologised 
and the boys were happy that they had not been involved 
in any offence Thus both sides were satisfied and the 
agitation came to an end 

Confronting Storm in Party 

After I had assumed the office of Chief Minister, a few 
important members of our party in order to create trouble 
for our Ministers started raising some problem in our 
party meetings and the Executive Committee of the 
K PC C Once the K PC C Working Committee prepared a 
list of 29 charges and sent it to the Prime Minister. The list 
of charges was also published m the press I immediately 
rang up the Prime Minister and informed him that I had 
decided to discuss the charges in the appropriate 
committee of the Congress party He replied that the 
correct procedure was to discuss the charges and come to 
a decision in a democratic forum of the government 
Through telegrams I asked all the Congress members of 
the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council to 
attend an emergency meeting. The meeting took place on 
the date fixed In that meeting each one of the charges was 
discussed I read all the files and discussed with the 
Ministers and the Deputy Ministers concerned, answered 
all the charges m the meeting myself This discussion went 
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on for two days The important individuals who partici- 
pated in that meeting in order to substantiate the charges 
were Rajashekhar Murthy, K Hanumanthayya, Kundur 
Rudrappa and others When the debate continued for the 
second day K Hanumanthayya vehemently pressed for 
completing the discussion on all the charges that very day 
"Of course they will all be taken up and answered/' I 
replied I made arrangemeiits for dinner that night We 
discussed all the charges till 2 am. and proper answers 
were given to them all The next day by 2 p m. the report 
on the discussion regarding all the 29 charges had been 
prepared and copies of it sent to the Prime Minister, to the 
A I C.C President and to the Central Minister Morarji 
Desai. After a fortnight when Jawaharlal Nehru had come 
to Bangalore 1 invited him to address the members of the 
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative Council On the 
second day of his arrival he was to come to the meeting of 
the Congress legislators The previous night K 1 lanuman- 
thayya went to the residences of the legislators and told 
them that there was going to be a cabinet reshuffle and 
that he would be a candidate for Chief Ministership and 
requested them to support him. The Prime Minister was 
staying in the Royal Cottage in the precincts of the 
Bangalore Palace. I went to him at breakfast to invite him 
to the meeting of the legislators "I have gone through the 
report you sent There is no substance whatsoever in the 
charges," he asserted All the legislators of the Mysore 
state and the Congress members of Parliament were 
present in the meeting that day K Hanumanthayya was 
certain that our cabinet would fall and he would be the 
next Chief Minister He had bathed using scented oil and 
soap and applied a spot of sandal paste on his forehead 
and tied a Mysore turban on his head, and was siting in 
the front row facing the Prime Minister. The Prime 
Minister asked whether he should speak sittings on the 
table. "As you please," I said Within a few minutes after 
he started speaking he remarked "I have learnt about the 
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discussion conducted regarding the 29 charges There is 
no substance at all in any of the charges " As he said this 
K Hanumanthayya left the meeting and made his exit. 
The Prime Minister continued speaking for some time. "In 
future, no unjust and improper charges should be levelled. 
Henceforth make united efforts to bring prosperity to your 
state," he declared and went back to Delhi 

Another episode One day Shrinivas Malaya told me, 
"A small meeting of important members is being held in 
the Residency Building You are requested to come." I 
went to the meeting at which were present S. 
Nijalingappa, K Hanumanthayya, Sahukar Channayya 
and Shrinivas Malaya After some time Shrinivas Malaya 
asked K Hanumanthayya, "Please place before the 
meeting the subject we have thought of." K Hanuman- 
thayya said, "It IS necessary that a deserving individual 
should be the Chief Minister of new Mysore state Hence 
in order to look for and decide on such a deserving 
candidate we have met here " Not even in my wildest 
dreams did I ever think that the important persons would 
raise such an issue Understanding the real purpose of the 
meeting I said, "The Congress members of the Legislative 
Assembly and the Legislative Council have elected me. If 
you so desire, you may raise this issue in the meeting of 
the Congress members," and took their leave. 

P & T Circle, Basavakalyan 

When the new Mysore state was formed no separate 
division of the Post and Telegraphs Department had been 
created. The Mysore state was merged with the Madras 
circle. I took up the matter with the Central government 
stressing the need for a separate division of Posts and 
Telegraphs which sent an expert committee to Bangalore. 
The members of the expert committee met me and after a 
prolonged discussion stated, "If the Karnataka govern- 
ment makes a proper building available for us we will 
recommend the creation of a separate division of P & T for 
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your state " I told them, "I will show you a building 
which all of you will appreciate And the surroundings of 
the building are spacious and have a lot of open ground " 
I took them to the building of Basavaraj, a close relative of 
the Maharaja of Mysore After inspecting the building and 
the open space surrounding it, the members of the 
committee said, "This place is suitable for starting a P & T 
Division We will recommend to the Central Government 
that the division shouki be set up " Basavaraj was selling 
this building in order to pay wealth and income tax He 
was an outstanding and respected person He wished to 
sell this building without much publicity and pay his 
taxes He discussed the matter with me and agreed to 
dispose of the property at a reasonable price Eventually 
the P & T Department was opened here 

The new Mysore stale included Gulbarga, Raichur and 
Bidar districts Some parts of Bidar district were joined 
with Maharashtra state With the purpose of setting up 
Basavakalyan taluka in Bidar district I raised the question 
in a cabinet meeting In the Old Hyderabad state this area 
was known as Kalyani, and was so recorded in the Posts 
& Telegraphs and the Railway departments To change 
this name to Basavakalyan, I wrote to central Minister 
Humayun Kabir But from his Ministry 1 received the 
reply that the name could not be changed without pioper 
historical evidence Though I wrote two or three times, I 
got the same reply Finally, 1 sent for Pandit Ratna B 
Shivamuriy Shastri and asked him to provide evidence 
that the town w^as originally called 'Kalyan'. He gladly 
agreed and unearthed evidence the Central Government 
wanted I sent a detailed personal letter to Humayun 
Kabir furnishing him with the historical evidence 
Humayun Kabir was a poet and a cultured gentleman and 
a distinguished man of letters After receiving my letter he 
gave me his approval changing the name Kalyani to 
Basavakalyan This name was announced in the Gazette 
The story did not end there For the Railway and P & T 
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Departments continued for some time to stick to the old 
name till after my writing to them they agreed to change 
It This IS the story of Basavakalyan taluka 

Hubh-Dharwad Municipal Corporation 

Since the time I became a Parliamentary Secretary and 
the Deputy Minister I had been trying for the formation of 
a municipal Corporation of Hubli and Dharwad including 
the villages in between the twin cities The then Deputy 
Minister in Bombay state, K F. Patil, had also been helping 
me in this undertaking But we did not succeed in our 
efforts when we were m the Bombay government because 
of the opposition of several lawyers, doctors and other 
prominent individuals When I became the Chief Minister 
of new Mysore state, I tried once again to implement the 
plan I met prominent persons of the area several times to 
discuss with them the issue and finally secured their 
approval The proposal was then placed by me before the 
cabinet and was endorsed by it In March 1962 it was 
made public The same year at the time of general 
elections, Jawaharlal Nehru had come for the cam- 
paigning, he asked me whether it was possible to fill up 
the area between Dharwad and Hubli I said, "On both 
sides of the rood connecting the twin cities, I am confident 
a number of industries and educational institutions will 
come up within a period of 10 years " I wanted that a 
Corporation hall should be built on the hillock between 
the two cities, I entertained the idea then that one day in 
the near or distant future it would be advantageous to 
hold one session of the Assembly there Many buildings 
could be constructed round the hall. I also had the idea 
that these buildings might become the residences of the 
secretaries of the Legislative Assembly and the Legislative 
Council The Corporation did come into existence, but 
other ideas of mine were not realised 

Encouragement to Industries 

One of the many development projects that Shrinivas 



56 J am My Own Model 

Malaya earned out in Mangalore distnct with the help of 
our Ministry was construction of the Mangalore harbour 
Before attending the National Development Council 
session in Delhi Shnnivas Malaya invited me to his 
residence there When I met him he let out a secret. He 
told me, "As soon as the N D C begins its meeting, you 
should get up and say The Central Government should 
give their consent to the construction of the harbour in 
Mangalore and Tuticorin ' When you have said that 
Kamaraj Nadar will immediately get up and say, 'I 
agree' " I then went to attend the session When the Prime 
Minister arrived, they asked who would speak first As 
Malaya had advised, I got up and said that Mangalore 
and Tuticorin should have harbours Kamaraj Nadar 
immediately expressed himself in favour of my proposal 
The Prime Minister humorously remarked, "Have you 
already talked over the matter with each other before 
coming'?" After the approval of the N D C the work of the 
construction of the Mangalore harbour was started 

In the beginning one idea was to construct harbour at 
Karwar, for which large funds were not required But for 
the construction of the harbour at Mangalore, huge 
financial outlay was necessary and our government could 
not have undertaken construction on its own So the 
Mangalore harbour could be built only with the assistance 
of the Central Government We suggested the building of 
the harbour at Mangalore giving up the idea of the 
Karwar harbour After the construction of this harbour, we 
thought we could build the harbour of Karwar with the 
funds of the state government Hence we did not give 
importance to Karwar. 

Our government had been in correspondence with the 
Central Government in regard to our proposal for 
establishing All India Radio stations both at Gulbarga and 
Bhadravati As a result, an expert committee was sent by 
the Central Government to inspect these cities The 
committee inspected two places and stated that if these 
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were immediately made available both the radio stations 
would be started I had already instructed the concerned 
officials to make preparations beforehand anticipating that 
the committee might raise this question After the 
permission from our government was given, the radio 
stations at both the centres began functioning 

I had also been corresponding with the Central 
Government for opening an H M T watch factory m our 
state As a result, on behalf of the Central Government 
some experts came to Bangalore and examined the 
suitability of the site where the factory exists today I had 
gone with the Secretary and the Director and others to see 
the site The experts said, "There is already a demand for 
the establishment of the watch factory from three or four 
states We will give preference to that state which grants 
land immediately If you feel that your state must have the 
watch factory and if you immediately agree to grant this 
land on which you and me are now standing we will give 
our approval here and now " I agreed, and made arrange- 
ments for handing over the land Subsequently, the H M T 
watch factory was established there 

We had plans for converting the steel factory at 
Bhadravati established by M. Vishveshwarayya to produce 
alloy steel In this connection the Central Minister Swaran 
Singh was invited for securing financial aid from the 
Centre and with this aid our plan was implemented At 
that time as steel factories like Bhilai and Durgapur had 
been established it was difficult for the Bhadravati steel 
factory to compete with them and survive That was the 
reason for our converting it to produce alloy steel 

Apart from the industries mentioned above, N.G E F, 
Mandya Paper Mills, Sankeshwar Cooperative Sugar 
Factory, Bagalkot Cooperative Spinning Mills, Bellary 
Spinning Mills, and the medical college at Bellary were 
started 

The hydro-electric project at Sharavati was also started 
We had tried to obtain U S aid under PL 480 No state so 
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far in our country had secured such aid When the project 
was examined we did not get financial aid But we came 
to know that the U S would donate machines When we 
enquired why people had not tried to place orders for 
American machines we learnt that these machines were 
costlier than the machines of other countries We were, 
however, convinced that if we ordered American machi- 
nes and started the work immediately, they would 
produce more electric power and this would facilitate the 
establishment of more industries and the government 
would thereby profit more. We prepared a proper project 
report and sent it to the Prime Minister The Prime 
Minister wrote to us, "The proposal you have sent appears 
to be good I have given it to the Planning Commission for 
examination You will get a reply from them " After some 
time, we received the approval of the Planning 
Commission After this work was begun, questions were 
asked in the Legislative Assembly and the Council like, 
"How are we going to utilise the power we produce^ 
What are we going to do with so much power'^" My 
answer was, "Today you may have doubts about utilising 
so much electricity But after eight or nine years this 
electricity which we produce may prove insufficient This 
IS my honest feeling " This project was continued 

On this issue a resolution was adopted on 26 November 
1958 The resolution stated 

"This Assembly resolves that the Government of India 
may be moved to include th^ Sharavati Valley Hydro- 
Electric Project in the core of the plan immediately and 
provide the necessary foreign exchange to avoid the 
impending setback to the progress of the state's economy, 
with particular reference to agriculture and industry " 

The old Mysore government had built a choultry at 
Tirupati The Finance Minister in our cabinet, T 
Mariyappa, suggested that the choultry was useless and 
that It was not in a good condition and hence it would be 
better to sell it My view was, "Tirupati is a good place of 
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pilgrimage We should not deny the facilities of lodging to 
the devotees of Karnataka when they go there On behalf 
of our cabinet we should send somebody and collect the 
opinions of the people on whether we should keep it or 
sell it and then alone we should decide the matter. Our 
representative went there, examined the place and 
submitted a report In that report it was stated that it 
would not be correct to sell the choultry as it would be 
impossible to purchase such a place even at a fantastic 
price Hence, as the report had recommended, it was 
decided to retain the choultry but to pull down the old 
structure and build a new choultry with all modem 
amenities 

K C Reddy, Minister m the Central Government, wrote 
to me to suggest that a plot at Chanakyapuri m New 
Delhi should be purchased on behalf of our government 
and an attractive building constructed on that plot for the 
residence of Karnataka Ministers and officials We 
discussed this subject in our cabinet and concluded that as 
we had a share in the Hyderabad House there, it was not 
necessary for us to purchase another plot When we 
informed K C Reddy of this decision, he told us that if we 
did not purchase the plot then, it would be impossible to 
obtain a similar plot in the future When I went to Delhi 
and enquired about the Hyderabad House I learnt that a 
training centre was being conducted there on behalf of the 
Health Department of the Central Government, and D P 
Karmarkar, the Health Minister in the Central Govern- 
ment, said that the government would never part with our 
share in the Hyderabad House I pondered over all this 
and decided that it would be better if we purchased the 
plot in Chanakyapuri as advised by K C Reddy I 
discussed this in the cabinet and it was resolved that the 
plot should be purchased and a proper building erected 
on It It was decided to name the building Karnataka 
Bhavan 

Some prominent people of Mysore had organised a 
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function to felicitate and bid farewell to the General 
Manager of the Bank of Mysore, Narayan Reddy, on the 
eve of his retirement I had been invited as the Chief 
Guest to that function. I participated in the function and 
spoke praising the honest and sincere work of Reddy 
Veerannagouda, a former Minister, wrote to the A I C C 
President Dhebar complaining that the Congress Party 
would be harmed by my participation in the function to 
felicitate a non-Congress individual Dhebar asked me in 
his letter, "Is it true that you did so'^" I wrote back to say, 
"True I participated in the function I had participated in 
the function thinking that it was fitting and proper to 
felicitate and honour a person who had served the bank 
for a long time and earned a reputation for honesty and 
fairness It is not proper for a Chief Minister or a Minister 
after his election by a majority, to honour only those who 
are in the Congress Party After becoming a Minister he 
should treat all equally and honour those who are 
deserving " I did not hear from Dhebar again in this 
matter 

Anil-Party Activity 

B K Puttaswamayya M L A, who had been elected on a 
non-Congress ticket, had organised a development 
programme in his constituency He requested me to 
inaugurate it I wrote to the District Collector to enquire 
whether the programme was good, and only after his 
favourable reply did I agree to participate in it This 
programme was a success Veerannagouda wrote another 
letter to Dhebar saying that the opposition party would 
gam strength through my participation in the function 
Dhebar again enquired about the truth of the complaint I 
replied, "It is my opinion that development programmes 
should be organised in every part of the state It is the 
duty of the government to take part in the development 
programmes in the constituencies of the legislators of all 
political parties Hence it is necessary that I should also 
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participate in the development programmes of the 
constituencies of the legislators of the opposition parties " 
There was no response from him to my letter 

A few months before the 1962 Elections, Sanjeeva 
Reddy, the A I C C President, had come to Bangalore At 
that time as S. Nijalingappa was in the hospital because of 
a fractured leg, Sanjeeva Reddy sent for me and said, 
"There should be harmonious and cordial relations 
between the K P C C and the state government if the 
Congress has to get a majority m the ensuing election." 
He, therefore, pressed me to induct four supporters of S 
Nijalingappa in my cabinet I told him that I would inform 
him of my decision after discussing it in the cabinet I 
called a meeting of the Council of Ministers for this 
purpose In the discussion one or two Ministers grumbled 
a little but I got the approval of all as I explained to them 
that for the good of the party we should accept the 
suggestion of Sanjeeva Reddy Baliga, Veerendra Patil, H S 
Rudrappa and Veerannagouda were inducted in the 
Ministry 

This was followed by a discussion in the cabinet on the 
allocation of portfolios to the new Ministers Veeranna- 
gouda was adamant that he should have the PWD 
portfolio H M Channabasappa was equally adamant on 
not giving up the PWD department allocated to him I 
said, "We have agreed to welcome the new Ministers in 
our cabinet Hence, it is not proper that we should 
disagree on the distribution of portfolios," At this H M 
Channabasappa left the meeting in a huff stating that he 
would resign his Ministership I sent word to him saying, 
"Send the resignation I will accept it " That night at 9 
p m T Subrahmanyam told me over the phone, "I have to 
discuss a most important matter with you 1 am coming to 
see you immediately" When he came he said, "Channa- 
basappa had spoken in an angry mood He now desires to 
see you Shall I bring him^" I told him to do so After 
some time both of them came I asked Channabasappa, 



72 


I am My Own Model 

"Tell me what department you want m place of PWD 
He enquired "Will you give me the Home Department 
which IS with you"^" I said, "I will give it with pleasure," 
and added, "we should have the good of the party We 
should not think of personal prestige " 

A few months prior to the episode narrated above, it 
was reported that a few members of our party were 
secretly spreading reports that I had lost majority support 
in the party In view of this the Congress M P and senior 
political leader, R B Bidan, had written a letter to 
Jawaharlal Nehru on this issue Nehru replied to him as 
follows 

Confidential PRIME MINISTER'S HOUSE 

NEW DELHI 

No 2625-PMH/60 December 16, 1960 

Dear Shri Bidari, 

I have seen your letter of December 10th to the 
Congress President about Mysore So far as I know, there 
is no question of a vote of confidence in the Jatti Ministry 
Nor has he been advised to re-constitute his cabinet as a 
whole. The suggestion made has been that he might add 
to his cabinet 


Yours sincerely, 

Shri R B Bidan, M P Jawaharlal Nehru 

20, North Avenue 
New Delhi 

Bidan had written also to the President of the A I C C 
then, U N Dhebar, who had replied as fohows 

No 320/61 NEW DELHI 

May 19, 1961 


My dear Shri Bidanji, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 11th May, 1961, 
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together with a note and have to thank you for the same 


Yours sincerely, 
UN Dhebar 

ShriRB Bidari, MP, 

20, North Avenue, 

New Delhi 

In the same manner R B Bidan had also written to the 
A I C C General Secretary, Sadik Ah In response Sadiq Ah 
wrote to him 

ALL INDIA CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

7, Jantar Mantar Road, 
New Delhi-1 

PB/8/3862 December 29,1960 

Dear Friend, 

We have your letter of December 10 addressed to the 
Congress President We are alive to the situation in 
Mysore The action we contemplate should bring about 
greater unity and cohesion in the Congress Legislature 
Party You should not believe m everything that appears m 
the press about our reactions to the situation in Mysore 

Yours sincerely, 
Sadiq All 

Shri RB Bidan, MP, General Secretary 

20, North Avenue 
New Delhi 

In the 1962 elections the Congress Party again won a 
majority in Karnataka but Veerannawgouda, who had 
contested against S M Krishna was defeated S Nijalin- 
gappa, who was a candidate from the Hosadurga taluka, 
was also defeated Not accepting the fact that they 
themselves were responsible for their own defeat, they 
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charged me with the responsibility for it alleging that I 
had gone to their constituencies one midnight and spoken 
to the leaders there for 15 minutes against them They 
wrote to U N Dhebar m this connection, who asked for 
my reaction I wrote, "The constituency of Jamakhandi 
from where I contested and the constituencies of Maddur 
and Hosadurga from where they contested are far apart. 
My constituency is in the extreme end of North 
Karnataka I campaigned m my constituency and m two 
or three constituencies of Bijapur district I did not go to 
Maddur and Hosadurga constituencies The defeated 
candidates without accepting their defeats gracefully have 
wantonly charged me By talking to the leaders for 15 
minutes, it is highly impossible that I can make the 
majority of the people to oppose any candidates. I do not 
have the extraordinary ability of converting the minds of 
the people in 15 minutes " 

I went to Delhi for consultation on the formation of the 
Ministry and saw the Prime Minister Jawaharlal He told 
me, "In the election Nijalingappa has not been elected. 
You better meet the Home Minister, Lai Bahadur Shastri, 
about the formation of the Ministry" Meanwhile, I met 
Nijalingappa but he did not talk to me with an open 
mind Lai Bahadur Shastn informed me that the Prime 
Minister had asked him to go to Bangalore and choose the 
leader of the Congress Party He reached Bangalore a day 
before the election of the leader The day he arrived he 
sent for me at 11 pm and said, "It appears that amongst 
the Congress legislators, Nijalingappa has said that he 
does not approve of your becoming the leader of the 
party I agreed to attend the meeting thinking that there 
was agreement among the legislators If I had known that 
there was difference of opinions I would not have come. I 
too occupy a prestigious position m the nation " I assured 
him, "You need not be worried on any account I will not 
postpone the legislators meeting scheduled for tomorrow" 
Shastn informed Jawaharlal over the phone of what had 
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transpired here The Prime Minister spoke to me, "There 
are bound to be differences in politics like this. You need 
not grieve over it " The next day at the scheduled time the 
meeting of the Congress legislators took place Most of the 
legislators were assembled in the General Hostel It 
transpired that after discussion among themselves it was 
decided to choose my friend S.R. Kanthi as the leader 
M V Knshnappa had unsuccessfully tried his best to be 
elected leader Shastriji told me to propose the name of 
Kanthi, which I did. Another seconded the proposal 
Kanthi was unanimously elected leader of our party The 
next day he took the oath of office and started the work of 
forming the Ministry Shastnji told me that I should not go 
to Jamakhandi from Bangalore till I received some reply 
from Delhi Before returning to Delhi he told me that he 
would suggest what I should do after he had consulted 
the Prime Minister 

Narrow Attitude 

After the election of the leader was over, I walked the 
distance to Balabrui where I was residing without using 
the government car The Chief Secretary, Ribello, informed 
me the next day, "The Balabrui is allotted to the new 
Home Minister R.M Patil You should immediately quit 
the place " Though I had the legal right to stay at the 
residence where I was for a fortnight after I had 
relinquished the office the Chief Executive Officer had 
given me the notice to quit At that time I had no house of 
my own in Bangalore Shastnji had told me not to leave 
Bangalore till I had heard from him When I was contem- 
plating what to do in this situation, fortunately the 
Director of Health, Dr Sattur, and his wife came to see me 
I had known him since the time I was Deputy Minister for 
Health in the Bombay state. He said, "I have built a house 
and I have given it on rent to a department of the Central 
Government You may go there this very day I will send 
the key to the house " After getting the key that very night 
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I shifted all my things and went to the new house. After a 
day or two the Congress legislator Anjaneya Reddy met 
me and informed me that his friend Sunder's house was 
lying vacant on Patalam Road of Basavanagudi. The 
monthly rent of that house was Rs 125 I agreed to rent 
that house and moved from Dr Sattur's house to the 
house at Basavanagudi 

I stayed there for nearly three months At that time I 
had no furniture of my own As I had all of a sudden 
become the leader m the Legislative Assembly a 
government house had been allotted to me They had 
given me Balabrui for my residence There I had all the 
^miture I needed, like chairs, tables, cots, etc Now when 
I had suddenly lost the power I had no furniture of my 
own Under such conditions of privation I had to spend 
three months 

During this period of three months I made efforts for 
the opening of a college at Jamakhandi 

College at Jamakhandi 

The Maharaja of the old state of Jamakhandi had gifted 
a big building, the Polo Palace, to the government In front 
of the building was a playground known as the Polo 
Ground I decided to open a college utilising the building 
and the playground I secured the permission of the 
Karnataka government I got the necessary furniture for 
the college from the Jamakhandi municipality and 
important persons of the town Deciding to run the college 
on behalf of the K L E Society of Belgaum district, I 
informed the Society of this Hearing of it the B L D E 
Association of Bijapur district brought pressure on us that 
the college should be run on behalf of their institution 
They started asking me , "Why are you giving permission 
to the educational institution of the Belgaum district to 
run the college though you are from Bijapur distncf?" "I 
have already given my consent knowingly or un- 
knowingly It will, therefore, not be proper for me to 
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change my decision/' I informed them Meanwhile, I 
became the Minister for Finance S.R Kanthi had taken 
over the Education portfolio He discussed the matter with 
me advising me that I should agree for the opening of the 
medical college at Belgaum and should entrust the 
responsibility of starting the college at Jamakhandi to the 
Bijapur educational institution But I told him that we had 
better leave the decision to the Vice-Chancellor, D.C 
Pavate 

D.C Pavate called the members of the K L E Society 
and the B L D E Society to a meeting and brought about 
an understanding between them As a result, the K L.E 
Society gladly came forward to place the Jamakhandi 
college under the B L D E Association Thus, a college was 
started at Jamakhandi Within a few months of the 
opening of the college my friend Gurusiddhappa Patil of 
Tungal village got cancer When he realised that he would 
not survive, he sent for me and donated a few acres of 
land of his property to the Jamakhandi college, as he had 
no issues In the same manner after some time Hanuman- 
tappa Sahukar of Bidri village of Jamakhandi taluka 
donated all his property to the Jamakhandi college My 
friend Shrishailappa Athani was entrusted with the job of 
preparing all these records In this manner, the college at 
Jamakhandi has been running smoothly 

Sacrifice of BT Murnal 

Afterwards B T Munial, who had been elected from the 
Bagalkot constituency, resigned his seat to enable 
NTjalingappa to contest from there In those days defeated 
candidates were not normally allowed to contest elections 
again for a year But Sanjeeva Reddy had given per- 
mission to Nijalingappa to do so within three months 
Nijalingappa submitted his application to contest from the 
Bagalkot constituency Hosmani was the Returning Officer 
of that constituency One or two more persons had also 
filed their nomination papers, but these were rejected as 
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they were irregular. The work of Hosmani cannot be 
forgotten even to this day In the election, Nijalingappa 
was elected unopposed After he became elected member 
of the Legislative Assembly Kanthi tendered his resigna- 
tion as Chief Minister and Nijalingappa was once again 
elected leader of the party unanimously, and became the 
Chief Minister Lai Bahadur Shastn phoned and told me to 
join Nijalmgappa's cabinet I did not agree Shastn said, 
"I have spoken with the Prime Minister For the good of 
the party you should join the Ministry Moreover, 
Nijalingappa is senior to you in age He was the Chief 
Minister before you occupied that office Hence you 
should have no hesitation in becoming a Minister This is 
also the Prime Minister's view " I said, "I will think over it 
and inform you " I told Shastn, "I have many supporters 
It IS not proper that I alone should join the ministry 
without them Alongwith me, from among them two 
Ministers and two Deputy Ministers should be inducted " 
He agreed Thus Narayanagouda became a Minister and 
Shamsuddm and Grace Takkar Deputy Ministers 

Minister of Finance 

Before we four went to the Raj Bhavan to take the oath 
of office, Kanthi sent his car to my residence and 
welcomed me to his office When he was the Chief 
Minister he had kept for himself the Departments of 
Education and Finance He told me, "M V Ram Rao wants 
to become the Minister of Finance As he is a member of 
the Legislative Council it is not proper that he should hold 
that office Hence I have suggested to the Chief Minister 
that he should allocate that department to you " I listened 
to what Kanthi had to say and returned to my residence 
M V Ram Rao later phoned me and said, "Kanthi wants 
to reserve for himself the Department of Finance I have 
suggested to the Chief Minister that you should ^e given 
that department " Afterwards, I went to Raj B1 avan to 
take the oath of office. Some of the representatives there 
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told me "It 15 rumoured that you will be given some 
unimportant portfolio. Will you accept it’" I replied, 
"When I have agreed to join the Ministry I will have to 
accept whatever portfolio is given to me." After I had 
taken the oath of office, I was informed that I had been 
given the Department of Finance 

I took my oath of office on 2 June 1962 Then I went to 
the office I sent for Mathews, Secretary, Department of 
Finance, and Deputy Secretary Bharat and discussed with 
them the budget As Kanthi had been Chief Minister as 
well as Minister of Finance, he had already prepared the 
budget As usual the Department of Finance had increased 
the taxes I explained my viewpoint, "It is not necessary to 
levy extra taxes If we go on increasing the taxes every 
year, the taxpayers will only be thinking of evading them. 
Hence, it is not right that we should increase the taxes just 
because higher income can be shown on paper Thereby, 
we will be teaching dishonesty to honest persons " 
Eventually, the taxes were not increased Roundabout 
Bangalore check-posts were installed to collect taxes 
legally As a result the government collected more money 
that year in the form of taxes than in the previous years A 
number of Supervisors were appointed to make surprise 
checks to find out whether the work was being done 
properly in the check-posts From time to time I too would 
visit incognito the check-posts in the border areas and 
would examine whether they were collecting the due taxes 
from the incoming and outgoing trucks Through this 
procedure the evasion of taxes was stopped Memos were 
sent to the officials working in the various departments 
asking them to write out their decisions on a piece of 
white paper and send it to me This way steps were taken 
to ensure that there was no negligence my stage 

Once when the Health Minister >fagappa Aiwa, 
was abroad, prominent individuals of Belgaum, Davan- 
gere and Gulbarga submitted a petition to the Chief 
Minister requesting that medical colleges should be 
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started m their areas As the issue had financial impli- 
cations those persons were sent to me I told them to wait 
in the Chief Minister's office, alongwith Minister 
Veerendra Patil The Chief Minister called a meeting m his 
office. I also attended it, at which the question of 
capitation fee was discussed I put forward a suggestion 
that the entire capitation fee fixed should be paid in the 
first year of the beginning of the college From the second 
year onwards 10 per cent of this fee should be deducted 
In this manner after 10 years, that means after 11 years, 
this fee should be cancelled and a common fee fixed This 
suggestion was unanimously accepted After his return the 
Health Minister, Nagappa Aiwa, objected to the decision 
having been taken in his absence He also raised the 
question why Mangalore too should not be provided with 
a medical college At that time there was a medical college 
at Manipal in Mangalore district The students of that 
college had to go to the hospital at Mangalore for practical 
training After Manipal acquired an independent hospital 
It was decided to sanction an independent medical college 
for Mangalore 

Congress Session (1964 Bombay) 

An A I C C session was held in Bombay from 15 May 
to 17 May 1964 I attended that session at which Prime 
Minister Nehru was also present despite his failing health 
During the session the border dispute between 
Maharashtra and Karnataka was discussed with Indira 
Gandhi Nijalingappa told me to provide full details to 
Indira Gandhi In addition, I also informed her of some 
meetings I had as Chief Minister I also pointed out, "Once 
the border dispute has been settled in parliament it does 
not appear proper to raise the issue again " After the 
Congress session was over, the Working Committee met in 
the evening As Nijalingappa was a member he attended 
the meeting All the important Congress members present 
there told him, "Do not reopen the border dispute after it 
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has been settled " But Nijalingappa agreed at the meeting 
to the formation of a one-man committee to go into 
the question Mahajan was appointed to this one-man 
committee After this committee was formed, there were 
violent disturbances in some places of Karnataka Finally, 
the Mahajan Committee submitted its report The 
Maharashtra Government had given assurance that it 
would accept the report, but they did not honour their 
promise Even to this day this problem remains unsettled 
A day after the A I C C session was over, on 17 May 
1964 a meeting was organised to which I was invited 
Huchcheshwar Mudgal M P and Palkandawar took a 
prominent part in it It was stated, "We have been 
celebrating Basava Jayanti for the last two-three years, and 
have been inviting the Swamiji of Navakalyan math to 
this festival " At the meeting, I suggested, "We have been 
observing the festival for a number of years Why should 
we not found an institution to propagate the Basava 
principles in our state, in our country and even abroad'^" 
There was a detailed discussion on my suggestion and it 
was then decided that a Provisional Committee should be 
formed, which should draft a constitution providing for 
the setting up of an institution in Bangalore. According to 
a resolution of the meeting Jayanna Chigateri (Davangere) 
and I visued Dharwad We met the Karnataka University 
Vice-Chancellor, D C Pavate and at our request he 
convened a meeting of leaders, professors and prominent 
individuals of Dharwad In that meeting it was discussed 
"What name should be given to the institution which is 
going to propagate Basava principles," and a committee of 
three, including Prof Malwad, was formed It was felt that 
the name should consist of two words This committee 
suggested three names, out of which 'Basava SamitT was 
adopted 

Food Minister during Scarcity 

In 1965 there was food scarcity all over India At that 
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time, M.V Knshnappa, the Revenue Minister, was looking 
after Food and Civil Supplies departments When the 
scarcity of food worsened in Bangalore, there was violent 
agitation in the city, and some people broke into the house 
of the Food Minister The cabinet deliberated on how to 
tackle the food problem I suggested that when there was 
such acute scarcity of food, the department should be 
entrusted to an experienced Minister I had to go to 
Bijapur on government work. The next day I started back 
from there early in the morning But on the way twice 
there was puncture in one of the tyres of the car and it 
finally burst Hence, I could not attend the cabinet 
meeting When I went to the office the next morning, I 
learnt that the Chief Minister had allocated the Food 
Department to me I met the Chief Minister and told him, 
"I will prepare a note for the cabinet It should be 
discussed and when there is general agreement on it, I 
will start the work of the Food Department " I started the 
work of the Food Department from 7 June 1965 I called 
the Chief Secretary and gave him a list of those who had 
been long in the department but had given scope for 
certain illegal practices to continue I suggested the names 
of others in their place He replied that it was wrong to 
transfer so many officers I told him that the services of 
such persons who had come from other departments to 
the Food Department would always be required in their 
original departments Hence they should be asked to go 
back to their departments They were accordingly 
transferred 

The Central Government used to provide foodgrains to 
the state governments for distribution among the people 
At that time C Subramanyam was the Food Minister at 
the Centre On one occasion when he had come to 
Bangalore he discussed the matter with the Chief Minister 
and called me He suggested that the distnbution of the 
foodgrains should be done through the centres run by the 
government Disagreeing with the suggestion, I pointed 
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out, "As supply of foodgrain from the centre is not 
adequate, there is bound to be some kind of dissatisfaction 
among the people which would lead to violent agitation 
Since we do not have sufficient reserves of foodgrams to 
avoid such an eventuality, we have to form an association 
of wholesalers and retailers and it is through them that we 
have made arrangements to supply foodgrams at the time 
of shortage of food As a result there has not been any 
agitation in our state If we have to follow your advice it 
will not be possible for me to look after the Food 
Department You may entrust it to anybody you like " The 
Central Food Minister told me to continue to run the 
department in any manner I liked Later, at one of the 
National Development Council meetings. Prime Minister 
Nehru remarked, "There has not been any agitation or 
disturbance in the distribution of foodgrams in Karnataka 
Why should we not follow all over the country a similar 
procedure to the one adopted by the Food Minister of that 
state"^" 

The details of the procedure of the food distribution in 
Karnataka were as follows 

A meeting of the wholesale foodgrain merchants was 
called and after a thorough discussion a committee of 
their own members was appointed It was resolved that 
their profit should be If per cent over and above the 
expenses of the staff, the price they had to pay for the 
foodgrams, and the transport charges In the same manner 
It was also resolved that the retailers should sell the 
foodgrams with a profit of three per cent over and above 
the expenses they had incurred A committee of their own 
members was also appointed It was decided that those 
who failed to follow this procedure would be severely 
dealt with In this manner, arrangements were made for 
the distribution of all foodstuffs through government 
shops and private merchants. Thereby, the sale and 
distribution of foodstuffs were conducted smoothly. 

After I took over the Food Department I got an 



84 / My Own Model 

announcement published in the press that, "If anywhere 
in Karnataka it was learnt that the merchants were secretly 
hoarding foodgrains and selling them only when the 
situation became grave, such offences should be immedia- 
tely brought to my notice through a letter signed or 
unsigned Following this, I received a number of 
complaints At the places mentioned in the complaints 
police raids were ordered In this manner, hoarding of 
foodgrains decreased I myself screened the letters I did 
not send them to the officials of our department and 
would inform the police of the gist of the letters, and I 
would then tear up all those letters which 1 had received 
Thus those sending complaints could remain anonymous 
and safe 

Drama for Chief Minister's Office 

In 1967, general elections were held again As usual, I 
contested from Jamakhandi constituency and was elected 
Once again Nijalmgappa was elected the Chief Minister, 
and I became a Minister in his cabinet again holding the 
Food portfolio Nijalmgappa continued as Chief Minister 
till the middle of 1968, when he became the President of 
the A I C C and relinquished the Chief Ministership The 
question of electing the leader of the party once again 
came up S R Kanthi called at my residence and said, 
"Nijalmgappa has thought of choosing Veerendra Patil as 
the leader of the party I do not approve of that, you 
should yourself contest He pressed me but I did not 
agree In the same manner another Minister, R M Patil, 
also pressed me My friend Devaraj Urs also asked me to 
contest and I finally agreed to do so Kanthi and R M Patil 
opposed me secretly In this election, conducted on behalf 
of the A I C C by Shankar Dayal Sharma, the General 
Secretary, on 29 May 1968 Veerendra Patil was successful 
and he became Chief Minister 

Later, Venkataswamy, the owner of the Deccan Herald, 
told me "If you agree to become the Deputy Chief 



85 


I am My Own Model 

Minister, I will plead with Nijalmgappa and Veerendra 
Pa til and see to it that they accept the proposal " I said, 
"Since 1946, 1 have been holding one or the other office. At 
this stage, I do not want any office If the need arises, I 
will resume my practice in the High Court." Afterwards 
Veerendra Patil talked to me about the formation of the 
Ministry I assured him that I would not cause any trouble 
to the Ministry, and extended him my cooperation. 

Governor of Pondicherry 

On 8 October 1968, I received a phone call from 
Yashwant Rao Chavan "The post of the Lt.-Govemor of 
Pondicherry is about to be filled My friend Shilum did 
not discharge his duties as Governor satisfactorily in 
Pondicherry It has been suggested that we appoint you to 
that post as you are quite a seasoned administrator 
Kamara) Nadar has supported the idea and Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi has also approved of it Will you 
accept It’" He asked me I said, "Do not talk to me as the 
Home Minister Give me your frank opinion as a friend 
and classmate who studied with me in the Law College at 
Kolhapur" He pointed out, "The next election is still far 
away Till then instead of sitting with your fingers crossed 
and waiting, it will be better if you take up the post of 
Lt -Governor. After two years, if you so desire, you can 
resign the Governorship and again participate in politics " 
I said, "If you consider it alright, I will accept the post of 
Lt -Governor" The same day at about 10 p m Dinesh 
Singh, Minister for Foreign Affairs, rang me up to say, 
"The Prime Minister has to fill up two vacancies, one is 
the post of Chairman of the All India Irrigation 
Department and the other is the post of Lt -Governor of 
Pondicherry Which will you prefer of these two’" I 
replied, "I have already expressed my opinion to the 
Home Minister" "The Prime Minister knows it already 
What is your ultimate decision’" he asked "Let the Prime 
Minister decide as she pleases," I said Half an hour later 
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the Minister for Foreign Affairs informed me, "It has been 
decided to appoint you as the Lt.-Governor of Pondi- 
cherry You will get the warrant of appointment from the 
President of India " After a few days, the then President of 
India, Dr Zakir Hussain, visited Bangalore, and I went to 
the Raj Bhavan to meet him He told me, "Your name has 
been proposed to me for recommendation " Shortly after I 
received the warrant from the President of India 
appointing me as the Lt -Governor of Pondicherry Before 
taking the office I first wanted to have the darshan of the 
Mother and get her blessings She gave me darshan on 14 
October 1968 at 9 a m and presented me with two roses 
and blessed me Then, I went to the Raj Bhavan and took 
the oath of office 

Pondicherry was under the President's rule Within six 
months of assumption of office I made arrangements for 
the municipal as well as the Legislative Assembly 
elections In the Assembly election no single party 
acquired majority The D M K Party had the largest 
number of seats The D M K and CPI formed a coalition 
Ministry with Farook Marikar of the D M K as Chief 
Minister and Subbayya of the CPI as Minister and a five 
member cabinet was formed with two other Ministers 
representing the D M K They were Ramaswamy and 
Rama Chandra Reddy The Chief Minister had initially 
been a member of the Congress Party He had been 
Speaker in the Legislative Assembly Now when he 
became the Chief Minister, whenever he had any doubts 
and was undecided, he would consult me Shortly after 
the Ministry started functioning it was decided to open a 
milk dairy A contiactor was entrusted with the job of 
constructing the dairy on a turn-key basis But there was a 
difference of opinion between Farook and the General 
Secretary of the D M K Party, Shanmugam They both 
came to me and informed me of their differences I talked 
to them individually, pacified them and brought about an 
amicable settlement between them 
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The Pondicherry state embraced four different 
divisions 1) Pondicherry 2) Karikal 3) Mahe 4) Yanam. 
There was no harmony amongst them Mahe was adjacent 
to Kerala and the people there spoke Malayalam Yanam 
was adjacent to Andhra Pradesh and the language of the 
people was Telugu. As the state of Pondicherry had been 
under French rule for a number of years, the language of 
administration here was French In addition, Tamil, 
Telugu, and Malayalam too were considered to be the 
languages of administration Alongwith these languages, 
English also was m use. Thus in the state of Pondicherry 
five languages were being used. After the French 
government relinquished power and passed it on to the 
Government of India my old friend Shilum became first 
Lt.-Govemor As the Home Minister, Yashvantrao Chavan, 
had observed, the administration of Pondicherry had not 
been running smoothly When I took over, very amicable 
relations were established between me and the Ministry, 
which helped in the better functioning of the adminis- 
tration When differences arose between the Chief Minister 
and Home Minister Ramaswamy, I was able to straighten 
them out and restore good relations between them. Again 
differences arose once between the Chief Minister and the 
Secretary of the D M K Party. I was approached to settle 
them. The Chief Minister explained the problems in the 
party and the differences between him and the Secretary. I 
sent for the Secretary of the Party and succeeded in 
removing the differences between the cabinet and the 
party 

Aurobindo's Philosophy and Mother's Blessings 

1 used to visit the Aurobindo ashram often and 
have the darshan of the Mother She did not treat me as 
Lt.-Governor but affectionately as a son She had informed 
the P R O of the Ashram, Bhattacharya, that whenever I 
desired to have her darshan, I should be immediately 
permitted to see her 
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During my stay in Pondicherry Vice-President Pathak 
and his wife had come for the Mother's darshan The 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi came twice for the darshan 
of the Mother Once the Prime Minister had come to 
campaign for Mohan Kumaramangalam who was 
contesting the Parliamentary election from Pondicherry At 
the same time she had informed me of her desire for 
darshan of the Mother The Mother usually did not give 
darshan to anybody after 6pm The meeting for Indira 
Gandhi was arranged on the way to the ashram As she 
approached the meeting, the Prime Minister got down 
from the car and asked my opinion whether she should 
have the darshan of the Mother first or address the 
meeting "If you go for the darshan of the Mother first the 
election workers and the people gathered for the meeting 
may get wrong impression It would be better if you 
addressed the meeting first and then went to the ashram," 
I suggested She said that it would be probably 9 p m by 
the time she could go for the darshan of the Mother and 
perhaps she might not wait for her that long "Do not 
have second thoughts I will go straight to the Mother and 
make arrangements for the darshan at about 9pm You 
finish your meeting and come straight to the ashram I will 
arrange for the pilot car for you," 1 assured her She 
agreed, and about 9pm she went to the ashiam and had 
the daishan of the Mother and talked with her 

While I was in Pondicherry, a meeting had been 
organised to commemorate the poet Kambam who had 
composed the Ramayana and the Kamba Ramayana I had 
been invited to deliver the inaugural address in that 
meeting The Chief Minister, Farook, had requested me 
that I should speak in Tamil either at the beginning of the 
speech or at the end I could understand Tamil a little. I 
had prepared my speech in English I got it translated into 
Tamil I got the Tamil rendering of the speech read out to 
me and wrote it down m Kannada script I got the 
Tamil speech read out twice or thrice and corrected the 
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Kannada script I read my speech m Tamil at the meeting 
The people who had gathered there were overjoyed to 
hear me speak in Tamil That speech was recorded. Some 
persons asked me m wonder, "Oh, you know TamiP" I 
replied, "I do not know Tamil But I had written it in 
Kannada script, and was therefore able to speak in it " 

The inmates of the Aurobindo ashram were engaged in 
different handicrafts and in farming. Twice there were 
conflicts between the workers and the office-bearers of the 
ashram I sent for the workers and the communist leaders 
and explained to them the importance of the work in the 
ashram and settled the dispute 

Thus the administration of Pondicherry and the work 
of the asham also went on smoothly During my four 
years' stay in Pondicherry 1 used to discuss with 
prominent individuals spiritual matters every Sunday in 
Raj Bhavan Nalinikant Gupta discoursed in the spacious 
premises of the ashram on different topics to the inmates of 
the ashtam and the devotees of Aurobindo I used to listen 
to his discourses now and then My stay at Pondicherry 
was very happy 

In Pondicherry, at the suggestion of the Mother, it was 
decided to celebrate Aurobindo's Centenary on 15 August 
1972 One of the proposals made at the Centenary 
Celebrations was to open a university named after 
Aurobindo in Pondicherry All the faculties were included, 
except Law, Arts and Agriculture Before the plan for the 
university was sent to the Central Government, a law 
college was opened and an extension service centre at 
Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu The Pondicherry Ministry 
extended full support to this proposal Before this 
pioposal was discussed in Delhi, VKRV Rao, Education 
Minister in the Central cabinet, argued that the proposal 
should not be implemented because of financial and other 
difficulties The Prime Minister consulted me I said, "We 
need money to open the university, but to approve the 
proposal, money is not required Why should we not 



90 


I am My Own Model 

accept the proposal?" I asked The Prime Minister 
accepted the proposal. After a few years, the university 
was opened in Pondicherry 

In Pondicherry there is a famous Ganapati temple For 
the darshan of the Ganapati, people come from different 
places like Bombay and Madras There is a convention 
according to which the government appointed a Temple 
Committee The members of this committee decided to 
build a beautiful mandap and approached the government 
for permission But the Town Planner Rustogi, who had 
been newly appointed, did not agree to recommend to the 
government its construction Hence the government could 
not give permission for building the mandap. In this 
connection the members of the committee saw me I 
listened to what the members of the committee had to say 
and went and saw the place personally Afterwards I 
called Rustogi and the concerned Minister and discussed 
the matter with them There appeared to be no problem 
whatsoever except the opposition of the Town Planner Till 
that time the names of the members of the Town Planning 
Commission and Rustogi as the Town Planner had not 
been notified in the gazette Taking advantage of this, I 
gave my decision that the mandap should be built in a 
manner not to interfere with the use of the road and also 
not to interfere with the taking out of the palanquin and 
the Nandikol in a procession The members of the Temple 
Committee were able to build a beautiful mandap at a cost 
of about Rs 60,000 Inside the temple at that time there 
was no place to take the pradakshina round the inner 
shrine There was a wall of the building belonging to the 
Aurobindo ashtarn Removal of the wall and making four 
feet space available could facilitate in taking the 
pradakshina But without the express permission of the 
Mother of the ashram, the wall could not be demolished 
But none had the courage to ask the Mother. The members 
of the Temple Committee met me and prevailed upon me 
to seek the permission of the Mother I had sufficient 
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acquaintance with the Mother, and was confident that she 
would agree to help a good cause I met her and placed 
the problem before her She smiled and said m English, 
"Ganapati is my child I must help him " She got the wall 
of the building of the ashram removed and vacated four 
feet space for the pradakshtna and built a new wall at the 
expense of the ashram Even now can be seen on the new 
wall the carvings of different forms of Ganapati and the 
mandap m front of the temple 

The President of India, V V. Gin, had asked for my 
suggestion for making Pondicherry an independent state I 
told him, "Mahe should be joined with Kerala, Yanam 
should be given to Andhra Pradesh and the Tamil 
portions should be joined with Tamilnadu Karaikal and 
the Pondicherry portions should be combined and can be 
formed into an independent state And in lieu of Yanam 
and Mahe those states should give up portions adjacent to 
Tamilnadu " 

Governor of Orissa 

One day the Secretary of the Home Department 
informed me, "It has been decided that you should take 
over as the Governor of Orissa You will receive the 
warrant of appointment from the President We do not 
know when the Orissa ministry will fall As you have 
adequate experience of administration, you may have to 
leave for Bhubaneswar within a week and take charge " 1 
asked him, "How is it possible to do so within a week^" 
He said, "I do not know I have informed you of what the 
Prime Minister has asked me to do " In a week I wound 
up all the activities at Pondicherry and left lot 
Bhubaneswar with the blessings of the Mother 

I took the oath of office as Governor of Orissa on h 
November 1972 When 1 went there the Mmistiy was 
headed by Nandini Satpathy Within four months aftei my 
assumption of office, the cabinet of Nandini Satpathv 
collapsed Twentyfive legislators of the Congress Party 



92 


I am My Own Model 

joined the opposition party The Chief Minister alongwith 
her cabinet colleagues came to me at 6 a m and tendered 
her resignation, which I accepted and told her in writing 
that she should function as caretaker government till 
alternative arrangements were made. Afterwards before 
the Assembly was to meet at about 10 a m I sent 
instruction in writing that the Assembly session should be 
postponed Placing the letter in a cover and sealing it, I 
sent it through a peon The Secretary received the letter I 
then infonned the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly to 
prorogue the Legislative Assembly When Biju Patnaik, the 
leader of the opposition, came to know of it he phoned 
me, "1 have a majority in the Legislative Assembly, which 
Nandini Satpathy has lost To prove it at what time should 
we come to you"^" I told him, "You may come at 9 a m " 
Patnaik did not come at 9 a m I rang him up and asked 
what had happened He informed that he would be 
coming with all the legislators at 12 noon Even then he 
did not appear When I again enquired he stated, "As it is 
lunch time, the legislators have gone in different 
directions for their meal We will come to the Raj Bhavan 
at 4pm " He came finally to the Raj Bhavan along- 
with the legislators With him was a member who had 
been elected to the Legislative Council on behalf of the 
opposition the previous day There was a photographer 
with him There was also another prominent figure, 
Hariknshna Mehtab with him. He was the former Chief 
Minister of Orissa and Governor of Bombay state A 
young man amongst the legislators in the Raj Bhavan 
said, "Our party has a majority" In the meanwhile, 
Patnaik called the newly-elected member of Parliament 
and introduced him to me The photographer took the 
photo Then I called the young legislator and said, "I 
cannot find out who are the legislators of the Assembly, 
who members of Parliament and who the photographer 
amongst you " Hankrishna Mehtab told me humorously, 
"Whatever you want to do, do it immediately Crossing 
the floor has already started " By the time the meeting of 
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the legislators assembled m the evening, two amongst the 
three who had joined the group of Patnaik informed me in 
writing that they had been coerced into joining the 
opposition, and now they did not wish to do so Of the 25 
who had crossed the floor about 10 or 12 members had 
already recrossed the floor Hence it was difficult to 
ascertain whether the opposition had a clear majority 
Moreover, two members had already intimated in writing 
that they had gone back to their party I was now 
convinced that the opposition would have no clear 
majority if it formed the Ministry I thereupon prepared a 
report and sent it to the President the same night. After 
the report reached the President's office, following the 
constitutional procedure it was decided that President's 
Rule should be imposed in Orissa Under that decision I 
had to run the administration for six months on behalf of 
the President 

At the same time the opposition appealed to the 
Orissa High Court that the dissolution of the Legis- 
lative Assembly was illegal and therefore it should be 
annulled 

The Chief Justice G K Mishra had delivered an obiter 
dictum in his judgement on the dissolution of the Legis- 
lative Assembly In expressing such an opinion he 
followed the precedent of some foreign High Courts 
Exploiting the obiter dictum, the opposition campaigned 
that the President's rule was defective 

The above mentioned Chief Justice had expressed his 
opinion on the work I had done during the President's 
Rule and after it was decided that I was a candidate for 
the position of the Vice-President of India 

CHIEF JUSTICE 
ORISSA 
DO No 2185 

My Dear Governor, 

I wish to convey the sincere appreciation of my 


HIGH COURT 
CUTTACK 
March 7, 1974 
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colleagues and myself that during the President's Rule m 
the state, you as the Executive Head of the administration 
evinced keen and genuine interest in solving a number of 
basic problems of the judiciary and accepted a number of 
recommendations relating to an overall improvement of 
the judiciary 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
G K Misra 

Shri B D Jatti 
Governor of Orissa, 

Raj Bhavan, Bhubaneswar 


CHIEF JUSTICE HIGH COURT 

ORISSA CUTTACK 

D O No 24 CJ (Res) August 8,1974 

My Dear Governor, 

1 heartily congratulate you on your being selected as a 
candidate for the Vice-Presidentship in the ensuing 
election Your success is certain In my view there could 
not have been any better choice. 

2 We came in very close contact during discussion of 
various administrative problems pertaining to the 
judiciary Your approach was sympathetic, dispassionate 
and forthright and had the impress and background of a 
vast administrative experience and insight You made 
substantial contribution to the cause of subordinate 
judiciary by easing the tension in various fields, 
particularly in the matter of housing accommodation and 
opening of some courts of subordinate judges in distant 
comers I foresee for you a better future. I would greatly 
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miss the benefit of your discussion and advice 
With kind regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
G K Misra 


Shri B D Jatti 
Governor of Orissa, 

Raj Bhavan, Bhubaneswar. 

The President's Rule had been declared in March 1973 
for a period of six months m the first stage It was 
extended for six more months The population of Orissa 
then was two crores and twenty lakhs with about 38 per 
cent Adivasis or those belonging to the scheduled castes 
and scheduled tribes Because of their backward status, 
two committees for their development and progress were 
set up during the President's Rule Development Boards 
for these two communities were formed each of which 
was given a grant of a crore and a half rupees for their 
work It was decided to make available a piece of land for 
cultivation and a house to dwell in for those people In 
addition many facilities were provided to them to 
improve their financial condition A representative of the 
Adivasis was nominated as a member of the Public 
Service Commission Full scope was given for women and 
Harijans to join government committees Cases which had 
remained undecided by the state government were taken 
up and examined by the Board For the progress of the 
state with the cooperation of the Central Government and 
employees of Orissa state small-scale irrigation projects 
were taken up and handicrafts encouraged Two Advisors 
had been appointed to assist me in my work. One was 
Bhala Chandra and the other Satarawala Bhala Chandra 
had served as Chief Secretary in the Karnataka state Both 
were seasoned officers Before the ending of the Presi- 
dent's Rule elections for the Legislative Assembly had to 
be conducted While making arrangements for the elec- 



96 


/ am My Own Model 

tions. Returning Officers and other government officials 
had to be appointed The N G Os went on strike first 
when the election work began Indirectly, this strike had 
the support of the opposition party In place of the old list 
a new list, giving names of officials without anybody's 
knowledge, was prepared confidentially with great care 
and thought and notified As a result the election process 
went on smoothly without any hitch or hindrance On 
behalf of the Congress party. Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi had visited Onssa twice or thrice for cam- 
paigning For the opposition Biju Patnaik campaigned 
with great vigour When Indira Gandhi after finishing her 
final round of campaigning was leaving for Delhi, I went 
to the airport to see her off Before boarding the aeroplane, 
she said, "I would like to ask you a question though really 
I should not ask it Will you answer me’" I replied, 
"Please ask the question I will answer you to the best of 
my knowledge " "How many candidates of each party 
will be elected this time’", she asked "According to my 
guess out of the 146 seats, the Congress may get 69, the 
CPI seven and the Independents may get tour The rest 
may be elected from B L D Party", I said Indira Gandhi 
did not think then that the Congress Party would get a 
majority "Important leaders of the Congress Party were of 
the same opinion According to your statement, it appears 
that the Congress Party may get a majority Let us wait 
and see", she said and flew to Delhi 

As the election results poured in my calculations were 
borne out to be correct The Home Minister at the Centre, 
Uma Shanker Dixit, rang me up expressing his surprise 
"The results are as you had predicted Your forecast has 
come true How could you predict so correctly’" The four 
Independents and the seven members of the Communist 
Party decided to support the Congress Party 

On one occasion Home Minister Dixit had come to 
Bhubaneswar He met the Congress members of the 
Legislative Assembly and discussed with them several 
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issues. He then came to Raj Bhavan and met me He said, 
"Nandmi Satpathy has complained to me that you did not 
help her during the elections What have you to say in this 
connection^" I said, "In Orissa the Kendu leaves are 
auctioned Before the auction, normally she exercised her 
influence for choosing the party whom she wanted Last 
time, I had appointed a committee of competent officers to 
ensure that the contract was given to the highest bidder. In 
case of any irregularities in the auction, the committee was 
directed to report to me At the time of the auction, 
Nandini Satpathy tried to prevail upon me that I should 
put in a word to the members of the committee about 
giving the contract of the bidi leaves to the party whom 
she had chosen But I did not accede to her request That 
could be the reason for her complaint against me " 

After some time the question of selecting a candidate 
for the position of the Vice-President of India was being 
discussed One day early in the morning at about 6 a m I 
got a phone call from R K Dhawan from Delhi He asked 
me to come to Delhi I flew to Delhi that day in the 
evening I went to Rashtrapati Bhawan and phoned the 
A I C C President, Shankar Dayal Sharma, and later called 
on him He had just finished his evening poo]a and was 
relaxing He discussed with me a number of issues and 
told me that he had thought of choosing me as a 
candidate for the position of Vice-President At the same 
time he cautioned me in regard to two matters. One was 
that only a select few had been taken into confidence 
while others were still to be consulted Hence he advised I 
must not talk about the matter to anybody till it was 
finalised Next, he informed me that K Hanumanthayya 
had met him and put forward his own candidature In this 
connection Indira Gandhi had told him, "We have already 
decided on one name It is not necessary now to think 
about you " Hanumanthayya had replied that Shankar 
Dayal Sharma had promised to suggest his name, and 
Indira Gandhi had declared, "If the President of the 
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A I C C has assured you, please ask him then." Some 
representatives of the Scheduled Castes and Tribes had 
also met the Prime Minister and requested her to select 
someone on behalf of their community To this the Prime 
Minister had replied, "Do you want one from backward 
communities^ Or would it not do if someone who is a 
well-wisher of the backward classes is chosen’", she had 
asked They had agreed to that. The Prime Minister 
informed me that the Chief Minister of Karnataka had 
sent K Hanumanthayya to her with a letter of recommen- 
dation that he should be selected as a candidate 

On 10 August 1974 the Indian National Congress Party 
chose me as a candidate for the position of Vice- 
President and announced it I tendered my resignation as 
Governor on 20 August 1974 and came to Delhi Accord- 
ing to law while submitting nomination papers one need 
not resign from the post one is holding But still thinking 
that It would be a good precedent to submit my 
resignation I did so The Karnataka government provided 
me with all the facilities for my stay in the Karnataka 
Bhawan m Delhi 

As Vice-President 

I was elected on 27 August 1974 I took the oath of 
office on 31 August Phadke who was Secretary to the 
Vice-President called on me at the Karnataka Bhawan and 
suggested, "You may proceed to Bangalore m a special 
aeroplane The current session of the Council of States will 
be over in eight to 10 days Afterwards you may come to 
Delhi and start performing your duties " "Why should 
one do so’" I asked "Instead of immediately begin func- 
tioning as Chairman m the Council of States it may first be 
necessary to familiarise oneself with all sorts of details, so 
that in the ensuing session, one may function as Chairman 
smoothly," he stated I did not agree with him and finally 
told him, "After I take my oath of office, I will start 
functioning as Chairman the same day" 



99 


I am My Own Model 

Next day I went to the office at 10 a m Shortly after Raj 
Narain (Member of Council of States) came to my 
chamber I had seen his photographs m the newspapers I 
had read that when he had created trouble in the Rajya 
Sabha he had been physically carried out As he entered 
and sat down in the chair opposite mine, I asked him, 
"Are you not Raj Naram"^" He replied in the affirmative 
"Some friends of mine have told me that it is difficult to 
control you," I remarked Hearing this he shot up from the 
chair and commented, "I had learnt from the newspapers 
that you were a religious person and fair-minded If you 
express such opinions about me right at the start, what 
would be my fate'^" I said, "I have not expressed my 
opinion I merely pointed out what others have been 
saying " Then he asked me how one should conduct 
oneself in the Rajya Sabha I said, "I am new to the Rajya 
Sabha I will give you ample scope to ask supplementary 
questions to the mam questions in the question hour If 
the questions are absurd, I will not allow them Let us 
come to this understanding and wait for a week " He 
agreed to this The first day I entered the Rajya Sabha, 
during the question hour, Raj Narain conducted himself in 
accordance with our understanding After the question 
hour was over, three or four members of the Raj'ya Sabha 
came to my chamber, and observed, "We have been 
surprised at the conduct of Raj Narain today What magic 
have you performed"^" 

In general the duties of the Vice-President are as 
follows 

1 As the capital of our country is Delhi, the Embassies 
of all the friendly foreign countries are situated here The 
Ambassadors of every nation observe their national 
festivals. At all these festivals on behalf of India, the 
Vice-President is expected to be present This is really a 
good tradition. Through these festivals the Vice-President 
IS able to develop contacts with many Ambassadors, 
which helps in developing between our nation and foreign 
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countries, friendship and cooperation adding to our 
prestige 

2 In the absence of the President, the Vice-President, on 
his behalf, has to perform all the duties that the President 
has to discharge under the Constitution as Acting 
President 

3 According to our Constitution, the Vice-President has 
to function as ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha 

4 From time to time, he has to pay official visits to 
foreign countries and develop friendship and cooperation 
with them 

5 The Vice-President has also to visit different places in 
India and participate in various meetings and festivals 
and has to interpret and explain the policy of the 
government and understand the opinions of the people 

6 He has further to interpret and explain to the foreign 
visitors who come to see him the highly developed 
culture, literature and arts of India 

7 He has to act as the Chancellor of Delhi, Punjab, and 
Hyderabad universities 

EXiring my tenure as Vice-President I discharged all the 
above functions to the best of my ability 

After assuming the office of Vice-President, I called on 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi Among other things she 
told me, "As Vice-President you will have to visit foreign 
countries The time for your going abroad will come soon 
Are you ready to undertake foreign traveP" I said I was 
prepared 

Shortly after I had to visit Zambia to participate in a 
function there The President of Zambia was Kenneth 
Kounda There was dictatorship in that country For one 
position two or three persons of the same partv would 
contest One who got more votes than the others would 
become a member of parliament. In the administration the 
General Secretary of the party was the most important 
person as the affairs of the government and the party were 
conducted according to his wishes 
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Treatment through Exerase 

Another time I had to go to Tanjania at the ihvitation of 
the government of that country At that time Dh NeyTTre 
was the President He was a Christian The Vice President 
was Jumbe He was a Muslim Junje had taken me in his 
car for a week-long tour in order to show me different 
parts of the country and to acquaint me with the 
development programmes in progress Wherever we went 
all through the route, men, women and children would 
line up on both sides of the roads, holding branches of 
trees and loudly cheering us, 'J^nibe Jatti Zindabad, 
Jumbe Jatti Zindabad/ On the last day of our tour Jumbe 
stopped the car on the way and severely reprimanded in 
his language a government employee who was there As 
we proceeded on our journey, Jumbe told me in English, 
“The government employee has not done the work 
entrusted to him properly How can we run the adminis- 
tration with such foolish persons^" In good humour I 
observed, “What you say does not seem to me to be 
proper If the employee had been intelligent, he would 
perhaps have also become a Deputy Vice-President, and 
would not be doing lowly work “ At these words he 
laughed 

Later, when we were returning, he complained, “There 
IS an excruciating pain in the right as well as the left arm 
When 1 had gone to America and other countries I had got 
my arms examined by expert physicians Though I 
underwent an expensive treatment costing thousands of 
rupees, 1 have not been cured " He added, “The medical 
term for this disease is spondylitis " I told him, “If you 
regularly take one or two exercises for five minutes every 
morning and evening, you will be cured It will cost you 
nothing “ The moment we reached government guest 
house, he bolted the door of the room and requested me, 
“If you know the exercises please tell me “ 1 showed him 
two kinds of exercises, which he tried to do in the manner 
I had shown to him I told him, "You perform the 
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exercises twice a day, and in a few months the pain may 
completely vanish " Two months after I returned to Delhi 
he sent me a letter with a special messenger, in which he 
informed me that as he had taken the exercises according 
to my directions, the pain in his arms had completely 
gone, and he thanked me for it 

On behalf of the Central Government I had to attend 
the coronation ceremony of the King of Nepal On that 
visit I was accompanied by my wife and Minister K.C 
Pant The coronation ceremony was performed with great 
pomp and show according to Vedic rites After the 
ceremony we visited the Pashupatinath temple in 
Kathmandu When the priest there saw me he spoke to me 
in Kannada "How is it you know Kannada'^" I asked 
"For many years the priests who perform here have come 
from Karnataka This has been a long-standing tradition," 
he replied After the worship was completed, my wife and 
I called on the King and the Queen at the Palace and 
talked to them and returned to Delhi 

Speech in Telugu Language 

The World Telugu Conference was once organised in 
Hyderabad, the capital of Andhra Pradesh One Minister 
requested me on behalf of the Andhra Pradesh govern- 
ment to inaugurate this conference. I agreed to do so The 
President Fakruddin Ah Ahmed had been invited to 
deliver the valedictory address of the gathering Intending 
to speak in English in that function I had prepared my 
speech in that language Later, the Andhra Pradesh 
Minister requested me that I should speak in Telugu in the 
beginning or at the close of the speech I told him that I 
would try I followed the same process which I had 
adopted when I was requested to speak in Tamil. I got the 
speech translated by some of the staff members of my 
office who knew Telugu Asking them to read the speech 
slowly, I wrote it in Kannada script. I corrected the 
translation wherever it was necessary and like a student 
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preparing for an examination I rehearsed it a few times. 
When I went to the conference in Hyderabad, the 
programme started at the scheduled time with the song of 
prayer. I delivered my inaugural address in Telugu only. 
In that gathering had assembled nearly a lakh of Telugu 
speaking people from different parts of the country, and 
even from abroad After the function was over, at lunch 
the Chief Justice of the High Court sitting next to me 
observed, "You know Telugu very well " I said, "I do not 
know Telugu." He remarked, "It is impossible to speak so 
well in Telugu if you do not know Telugu." I explained to 
him the "circus" feat I had performed 'Tohticians have to 
perform such feats in order to win the approval of the 
people," I observed 

Leading Hindi scholars had formed a committee with 
the intention of organising a World Hindi Parishad in 
order to popularise Hindi all over the world and re- 
quested the Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to accept the 
presidentship of that committee She sent the scholars to 
me suggesting that I should become the Chairman of that 
committee. I agreed The venue of the conference was 
decided to be Nagpur At the conference leading Hindi 
scholars and litterateurs living abroad were present. The 
programme of this conference was conducted with great 
pomp and ceremony 

After the Hindi conference was over, I went to 
Amravati to attend a programme Ratnappanna Kumbar 
of Maharashtra, an intimate friend of mine, also 
participated in the programme We went to visit a math 
(monastery) In that math there was a small puja shrine. In 
that puja shrine there was a sheaf of palm leaves which 
contained a manuscript I asked the Swamiji what the 
manuscript was about He said, "I do not know Long ago 
a Swamiji from Karnataka had come here and founded 
this math Since then the manuscript m palm leaves has 
been kept here, so my predecessors have told me There is 
a superstitious fear amongst the people that if anvono 
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unties the sheaf and reads the manuscnpt he will lose his 
eyesight Hence it has not been untied to this day" I 
enquired if I could untie it and see it He told me with 
great concern, "Please do not untie and see it You are a 
distinguished person Something catastrophic might 
happen to you " I pointed out, "This sheaf might be the 
sheaf of either Basavanna or the Vachanas of the Shiva 
sharanas " "As you please," he said I went to the puja 
room and bowed and picked up the sheaf of palm leaves 
The sheaf was wrapped tightly m silk cloth 1 unwound 
the cloth, unpacked the sheaf and read the first palm leaf 
with some effort and realised that it was a collection of 
important vachanas of Basavanna I asked the Swamiji 
whether I could take it with me The Swamiji replied, "We 
speak Marathi We do not know Kannada here Hence we 
do not have any use for it If you so desire, you may take 
It with you " I kept the sheaf of vachanas with me for some 
time In the library of the Basava Samiti a department was 
opened to collect the vachanas of the ancient sharanas and 
it was to the department that I gave the sheaf of vachanas 
At the same time Deveerappa and Dr Siddayya Puranik 
and others, also gave the sheaves of vachanas they had to 
this department in the library Research on these vachanas 
has now been taken up 

After Indira Gandhi had been elected in 1972, Raj 
Narain filed an election petition against her in the 
Allahabad High Court The Allahabad High Court gave its 
judgement against Indira Gandhi under which she was 
debarred from contesting elections for six years However, 
the Supreme Court, to which Indira Gandhi had appealed, 
gave its judgement which in the mam was in her favour 

My wife and 1 had called on Indira Gandhi at her 
residence on 8 November 1975 At that time, present at her 
residence were the A 1 C C President D K Barua, the 
Chief Minister of West Bengal, Siddhartha Shankar Ray, 
O P Mehta and Rajani Patel Ray told the Prime Minister, 
"Jatti had managed the affairs of administration very well 
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in Onssa " The Prime Minister declared, "Jatti has done 
yeoman service in Pondicherry as well " All over the 
country the election of the Prime Minister and the election 
petition were being hotly discussed The Prime Minister 
had been greatly perturbed, when the High Court had 
given the judgement against her At that time her 
well-wishers had given her courage and confidence and 
prevailed upon her to appeal to the Supreme Court 

On 10 February 1977 I went to Delhi Palam Airport to 
welcome President Fakruddin Ah Ahmed at 10 minutes 
past one m the afternoon The President had gone to 
Kuala Lampur (Malaysia) on 6 February 1977 The 
Piesident returned from there at 20 minutes past one 
alongwith his wife His face was beaming with confidence 

As Acting President 

On 11 February 1977 at 52 minutes past eight in the 
morning Fakruddin Ah Ahmed passed away The Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi, Ministers and other officers 
assembled in the Ashok Hall of the Rashtrapati Bhawan I 
took the oath of office as Acting President at 10 35 a m 
administered by M S Baig, the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court 

When disturbances and agitations were growing all 
over the country, the Prime Minister imposed an 
Emergency During the Emergency some Ministers and 
Chief Ministers of the states exploited it to their own 
advantage, and the Prime Minister had to bear the brunt 
of the blame for it During the first stage of the 
Emergency, there was peace all over the country In every 
field work went on smoothly In the second stage, on 
account of the above mentioned reasons, the Prime 
Minister lost her popularity to some extent It was then 
that the Prime Minister decided to hold general elections 
m which she lost At that time Jaya Prakash Narayan was 
leading the opposition forces which later formed the 
Janata Party No meeting of the members of Parliament of 
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the Janata Party was held nor did the election of the 
leader of the party taken place. But the name that Jaya 
Prakash Narain suggested as the leader was accepted by 
the Janata Party The name was that of Morarji Desai 

Emergency Lifted 

On 20 March 1977 Indira Gandhi called on me to 
discuss whether she should tender her resignation as 
Prime Minister During the course of the discussion, the 
question if she could lift the Emergency that had been 
enforced on 25 June 1975, also came up. I answered, "The 
new Ministry has not yet been sworn in You are still the 
Prime Minister You may take the decision to lift the 
Emergency in the Council of Ministers " She called a 
meeting of her cabinet on 20 March 1977 at night and 
recommended to the President to lift the Emergency As 
per the recommendation, 

"According to the power of the President which I have 
got as per the sub-column A of the second column of the 
Article 352 of the Constitution I have lifted the emergency 
declared on June 25th 1975 as per article 352 1st column 
and published by the Indian government " 

After it was decided that Morarji Desai was the leader 
of the Janata Party, I administered the oath of office to him 
as Prime Minister m Rashtrapati Bhawan on 24 March 
1977 After him, some moie Ministers took the oath of 
office Later, 1 invited the Prime Minister for tea as per the 
convention "You know that I do not take lea or coffee," 
he said in a light-hearted manner I said in a similar vein, 
"According to the tradition I have invited you for tea If 
you so desire, you may take pure water" With the tea 
programme, the important work of the day was finished. 

On 25 March 1977 the first non-Congress government of 
the nation under the leadership of the Prime Minister 
Morarji Desai with 19 Ministers consisting of the represen- 
tatives of the Janata Party, Congress for Democracy and 
Akali Dal was formed The President of the Congress for 
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Democracy was Jagjivan Ram, its Chief Secretary H.N 
Bahuguna, and Charan Singh, A B Vajpayee, Nanaji 
Deshmukh, George Fernandes, Raj Naram, Biju Patnaik, 
Shanti Bhushan, P Ramachandran and L K Advani took 
the oath of office in my presence as the Acting President 
In the new cabinet there were 17 members of the Janata 
Party, two members of the Congress for Democracy and 
one member of the Akali Dal 

The Home Minister Charan Singh suggested on 18 
April 1977 to the Chief Ministers of Bihar, Haryana, 
Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal that they 
should dissolve their Legislative Assemblies and seek a 
fresh mandate from the people Charan Singh expressed 
his opinion that the attitude of the Central Government 
was not governed by whether the term of the Legislative 
Assemblies had expired or not But as the voters in the 
states had spurned the Gongress, a climate of uncertainty 
vvras prevailing in those states Hence it was not proper for 
the Congress governments in those states to remain in 
power without seeking a fresh mandate from the people 
through elections But the proposal of the Central Home 
Minister was not accepted by the Chief Ministers of the 
nine states Moreover, the governments of Bihar, Himachal 
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan filed appeals to 
the Supreme Court seeking a stay-order on the proposal of 
the Central government to dissolve the Legislative 
Assemblies of the states The Constitution Bench 
consisting of seven Judges of the Supreme Court turned 
down their appeal unanimously on 21 April 1977 
According to the principle enunciated by the Home 
Minister, the Central cabinet recommended to me as 
President that I dissolve the Assemblies concerned But I 
wanted time to think over the issue and to ascertain 
whether there were strong reasons for the dissolution of 
newly-elected Parliament 

On 21 April 1977 at 1 p m the Governor of Uttar 
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Pradesh, Chenna Reddy, came to Rashtrapati Bhawan to 
meet me Charan Singh, the Home Minister, had invited 
him for breakfast At breakfast, there had been a detailed 
discussion on the dissolution of the assemblies of the nine 
states During the course of the discussion, Chenna Reddy 
told him, 'Tour advise to the Governors to recommend to 
the Chief Ministers to dissolve their state Assemblies is 
wrong according to the constitution Hence will it not be 
against the law to make such a recommendation'?" Charan 
Singh, however, adhered to his viewpoint 

On 29 April 1977, my Secretary, Bhalchandra, brought 
the resolutions of the Central Cabinet to me This 
resolution was related to the dissolution of the state 
Assemblies of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Punjab, Haryana, 
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, West Bengal and Orissa I 
told my Secretary to inform the Home Ministry that I need 
time to think over the issue 

The Prime Minister called on me in this connection the 
same day He asked me, "Have you given your consent 
for the dissolution of the Legislative Assemblies of the 
nine states'?" When I replied in the negative he took my 
leave and left Later, the Home Minister Charan Singh and 
Law Minister Shanti Bhushan met me at 11 a m on 30 
April 1977 and discussed with me the financial and law 
and order problems of the nine states I pointed out to 
them, "As the term of the Legislative Assemblies of the 
nine states will expire in March 1978, why should we not 
allow them to continue till then'?" They contended, "In 
these states finances are being lavishly spent and law and 
order situation is not satis. actory Hence it will be fitting 
and proper to dissolve the Assemblies " I advised them to 
once again discuss the matter m the Cabinet and inform 
me of the decision At about 3pm, the Central Cabinet 
met and resolved to recommend the dissolution of the 
nine Assemblies The Cabinet Secretary conveyed this 
decision to me at 5 p m pointing out at the same time that 
the decision had been arrived at after taking into consi- 
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deration all the pros and cons of the problem I gave my 
consent at 7-30 p m for dissolving the nine Assemblies 

Morarji Desai as the Prime Minister, decided to sponsor 
Sanjeeva Reddy as a candidate for the office of the 
President The names of other likely candidates also 
appeared in the press, amongst them was that of 
Rukminidevi Arundale However, Sanjeeva Reddy was 
elected President He had earlier also contested for this 
office but had been defeated by VV Gin Before the 
election took place, the A I C C had met in the Glass 
House of Lalbag of Bangalore Prior to that the Central 
Parliamentary Board had met under the chairmanship of 
Nijalingappa, its President Leading members had 
virtually decided on Sanjeeva Reddy's candidature When 
Indira Gandhi arrived for the meeting, without further 
discussion, without ascertaining the views of the 
members, Nijalingappa is reported to have declared that 
Sanjeeva Reddy had been selected by a majority vote, and 
that was also conveyed to the press representatives 
waiting outside It was reported in the press that Indira 
Gandhi had proposed the name of Sanjeeva Reddy VV. 
Gin, who was Vice-President, then announced that he 
would resign and contest for the office of the President as 
an independent candidate It became a ticklish problem 
for the Congress members for whom to cast their votes 
Conditions were thus created for the members to vote 
according to their conscience VV Gin was elected in the 
second round of counting At that time I was the 
Lieut-Governor of Pondicherry 

President Again 

As noted earlier, Sanjeeva Reddy became ttie President 
in 1977 and I reverted to my work as Vice-President 
Within a short time after he assumed office, the physicians 
diagnosed that he was suffering from cancer, and he 
proceeded to the USA for treatment Within a month of 
his departure, I again began functioning as Acting 
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President Alter the President's return to Delhi, I once 
more took up my duties as Vice-President 

The Janata Government was m power for about 28 
months, when some Members of Parliament brought very 
serious charges against the son of the Prime Minister and 
members of his family In the Rajya Sabha a motion listing 
the charges was submitted to the Secretary General, 
Bhalerao He brought the motion to me for my advise The 
subject came up for discussion in the Rajya Sabha and it 
was decided that a committee of Members of Parliament 
should be constituted and a resolution to that effect was 
proposed The Communist leader, Bhupesh Gupta, moved 
an amendment to the proposal The amendment was 
seconded and the Rajya Sabha accepted it The members 
of the Opposition urged that the Chairman of the Rajya 
Sabha should appoint the committee But I said that it was 
not possible for me to constitute a committee without the 
permission of the government as per the amended 
proposal One could infer from what Bhupesh Gupta had 
said that the permission of the government should be 
taken "I am not responsible for the wrong use of words 
by you," I told him I got the impression that he was 
against my giving scope for discussion about the Prime 
Minister's son 

Justice C A Vaidya was appointed under the 
Commission of Enquiry Act to go into the charges 

Afterwards for this reason or some other reason, the 
Prime Minister sent a letter to me on 10 January 1978 that 
the Secretary-General of the Rajya Sabha had reached the 
age of 58, and as such he should be asked to retire I 
replied to that letter, "Banarji, the previous Secretary- 
General has worked upto his 60th year before retirement." 
In response he wrote, "According to the regulations of the 
Central Government, one has to retire on completing 58 
years of age And the Secretary-General of the Rajya Sabha 
should be no exception Hence it is improper to continue 
in office after his 58th year" I informed Morarji Desai, 
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"The Secretary-General of the Rajya Sabha Bhalerao has to 
remain in office till the completion of his 60th year 
according to Rajya Sabha Secretariat Schedule 4 and the 
requirement of the Recruitment and Service Regulations 
1957" 

He was not satisfied by my reply and wanted to call on 
me to personally discuss the matter I sent word to him, 
"You are senior to me You need not come I will come 
myself," and went to see him He welcomed me and 
chatted with me After our talk I gave the note I had 
prepared to him, with these words, "Please send this to 
the Legal Department and get it examined After the 
receipt of their opinion let us decide what is right," and 
took his leave After a few days the Secretary of the Legal 
Department, PB Venkata Subrahmanyam, sent his written 
opinion on 16 January, "It is not possible to increase or 
decrease the age limit for retirement of an officer But, 
however, the age limit may be relaxed about certain 
specific offices " 

When Bhalerao was about to retire, Agarwal was due 
for promotion to this post according to seniority. But 
Bhalerao noted in his file "Agarwal need not be promoted 
for the present. He has sufficient time to retire," and sent 
it to me I wrote back, "If there is anything objectionable 
against Agarwal, you should state it It is not possible to 
withhold his promotion only on the ground that he has 
sufficient time for retirement " Later, I sent for him to 
discuss the issue "Without valid reasons promotion 
should not be held up," I told him The Secretary-General 
finally recommended that Agarwal might be promoted, 
and after Bhalerao's retirement Agarwal took his place 

Raj Narain was the Health Minister m the Morarji 
cabinet Once during question hour while answering a 
question on urine therapy, he started giving a long reply 

Good humouredly I said, "You are now on my right 
side Answer in brief " He said "I studied this question 
deeply yesterday and I have also collected the views of 
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experts Hence, I have to give a proper answer" I 
observed, "In the question hour there is no scope for 
lengthy and detailed answers We have to take up at least 
seven or eight questions at least in an hour If you so 
desire, let us arrange a meeting for the discussion of this 
subject " At this the members broke into loud laughter, 
and Raj Naram sat down 

When I was functioning as Acting President, the 
wedding of my third son, Shivanand, was performed with 
Kumari Madhu, the daughter of (Retd) Colonel Arjun 
Singh Kaicker The marriage took place at the Delhi 
residence of Arjun Singh The rites and formalities of 
marriage continued till 10-30 p m No gifts were accepted 
from anybody in this marriage 

The Arakshata ceremony was arranged on 7 May 1977 at 
my residence in Delhi As there was shortage of food- 
grams, arrangements for food were made according to the 
regulations of the Food Control Act The bride and the 
bridegroom were initiated into the rite of wearing hnga 
{Linga Dixa) To this function Prime Minister Morarji Desai 
and former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi had been 
invited, alongwith only a few important persons My wife 
and 1 had personally invited the guests for the marriage 
Among the few invitees was the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court M H Beg 

As my wife and I had called at the residence of M H. 
Beg to personally hand over the invitation card, some 
politicians accused me of having pleaded with him for 
Indira Gandhi in regard to her election petition But the 
facts were these after my wife and I had handed over the 
invitation cards M H Beg and his wife asked us one or 
two questions about the rites and rituals that Hindus 
observe at the time of marriage We had answered those 
questions and had taken our leave When this charge 
against me was published in the press, M.H. Beg wrote a 
letter giving details of what actually transpired at the 
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meeting and expressing his deep regret The text of his 
letter is as follows 

CHIEF JUSTICE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA, 

NEW DELHI 
May 6, 1977 

My Dear Acting President, 

I regret very much an occurrence in our Court today 
suggesting that you made some statement to me which 
you never made. I have issued the enclosed statement to 
clear the misunderstanding 

With my best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

M H. Beg 

Shri B D Jatti, 

Acting President of India, 

New Delhi 

The Chief Justice had enclosed a copy of his statement 
with the letter The statement was as follows 

"The Chief Justice of India on seeing the statement of 
reasons of Mr. Justice Goswami for the first time after 
their delivery said that the observation of Mr Justice Go- 
swami about the Acting President seem to be based on 
quite a wrong impression. The Acting President, on a per- 
sonal and private visit to the Chief Justice after 29th April, 
to invite him to a Reception on the wedding of his son did 
not utter a single word about the constitutional case He 
only talked about his son's marriage and stayed with the 
Chief Justice for a short while As the Chief Justice was an 
invitee with his wife, to attend the Reception on Saturday, 
the 7th May and he was likely to meet the Acting Presi- 
dent and Ministers of the Union Government at the func- 
tion in connection with the wedding of the son of the Ac- 
ting President, he wanted the reasons for the judgement 
delivered before that It was m that connection that he had 
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Minister and the Governor and then the Vice-President of 
India 

Sir, the occasion today is a special one, the fact that we 
are gathered also to say words of farewell to you makes it 
poignant The thought of parting, of hereafter missing 
your serene presence in our midst, makes us sad 

In the next few days, you would be laying down the 
august office of the Vice-President of India which you 
have filled with such quiet distinction for the last five 
years As our respected Vice-President and even more as 
the esteemed Chairman of the Rajya Sabha you had 
become so close to us — a part of us, bound up with us in 
many ways — that it would indeed be difficult for us to 
reconcile to your absence Your abilities, scholarship, 
profundity, humility and friendliness had endeared you to 
one and all There are some in this world who inscribe 
themselves in the hearts of their fellow men To this 
unique company you belong 

India has been fortunate in her sons and daughters 
Many of them, illustrious ones, have brought with them 
diverse gifts to the service of the nation But you by your 
life have reminded us of the undying relevance of the 
elemental virtues of humility, sincerity, devotion to duty 
and dedication to God, in our lives 

Sir, at every stage in your life duty well done has 
steadily led you on to wider and ever wider spheres of 
activity Beginning your public life in the native village of 
Savalgi you moved on to take a leading part in the affairs 
of the princely state of Jamakhandi Even during those 
early years you gave evidence of your deep involvement 
in constructive social welfare and developmental 
activities And how can one forget the active part you 
played at the time when, as the Chief Minister of the 
princely state, with your progressive outlook and patriotic 
vision, you cast your weight and influence with the forces 
of change and progress, so much so that the state was 
among the earliest to merge with the Indian Union, giving 
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a lead to other such states in the south 

No wonder that you should have soon found your way 
into public life at the state level, where you served as a 
Member of the legislature and held ministerial portfolios 
first in the composite state of Bombay and then in Mysore, 
in the latter to become the Chief Minister of the state. Your 
monumental report during this period as the Chairman of 
the Land Reforms Committee will bear testimony as much 
to your rich background of first-hand knowledge of the 
conditions in the state as to your passion for making a 
thorough ]ob of whatever you undertake to do Other 
honours awaited you You were appointed Lieutenant 
Governor of Pondicherry and then Governor of Orissa, 
before destiny brought you here Besides functioning as 
the Vice-President you were also called upon to act as the 
President and as such had to shoulder, though for a short 
period, the burden of the office of the Head of State 
"From the hut to the White House" was said of Abraham 
Lincoln "From the village panchayat to the Union 
Presidency" may be aptly said of you, Mr Vice-President 
You came to assume the stewardship of the Rajya Sabha 
in no normal times These were extraordinary years 
marked by unprecedented developments in the country. 
Yours was a delicate job in the Chair by any reckoning 
But all through this critical period you have kept your 
inner core of spiritual calm and, unruffled, presided over 
the House with quiet dignity 

By the example of your life you have shown that 
spiritual bliss is not something to be sought on the hills 
through the cloistered life of a recluse, but could be as 
well attained by one through a life of action lived, with 
devotion and purity of heart, in the service of one's 
fellowmen "He from whom the world doth not shrink 
away and who doth not shrink away from the world, he is 
dear to me", says the Lord in the Gtta 

You, Sir, are of no common mould Men like you, 
simple, self-effacing, affable but utterly fearless, resolute 
and reliable, are like the red corpuscles m the blood. 
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which remaining unseen nourish the sinews of the body 
politic Life such as yours is an abiding inspiration to all 
those who genuinely believe in constructive contribution 
to the community good 

Need we, while bidding you farewell, assure you that 
we shall be cherishing for long the memory of our 
association with you Men like you, we know, will never 
rest May we wish you. Sir, a long life of sound health and 
fruitful endeavour in the service of the nation 

We remain. 

Sir, 

Parliament House Yours respectfully. 

New Delhi Members of Parliament of India 

August 22, 1979 

Three Honorary Doctorates have been conferred on me 
The first one was conferred in 1974 by the Karnataka 
University, Dharwad, the second by the Guru Nanak 
University on 29 February 1976 and the third by the 
Behrampur University in 1977 

Back to Bangalore 

When my term as Vice-President ended I returned to 
Bangalore, my place of residence, on 31 August 1979. 

At that time I had with me cash assets of Rs 210 lakhs 
which I had saved during my work in various fields 
When I was Finance Minister I had built a house at 
Sadashivnagar for our residence Later when I was 
Lt -Governor at Pondicherry, I built the first floor on that 
building The 80 X 80 square feet open space before the 
house lay vacant for 22 years We had thought of 
constructing a three-storey house for nearly two years 
Finally, with a loan of Rs 7 lakhs the building of the Jatti 
Complex was constructed The loan was sanctioned on 
condition that the Vysya Bank would be allowed to open 
their branch office in that building. The work of 
construction could not be completed with the loan taken 
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from the Vysya Bank Hence^ a further lean of Rs 1 5 lakhs 
from the Vijaya Bank and a loan of Rs 75,000 from the 
Bank of Maharashtra were obtained m the name of my 
second son Aravind and the building was completed 
The duties and responsibilities which I have been 
discharging even now President of the Basava Samiti 
since 1964, President of the Kittur Chennama Memorial 
Committee, President of the B L D E Association, and 
Chairman of the Lok Shikshana Trust since 1 March 1986 
I have been working as President of the South India Hindi 
Prachar Sabha for two years and as Chairman of the 
Bharat Cultural Integration Committee for seven years 

Border Dispute between Karnataka and Maharashtra 

When I was Chief Minister, the Home Minister of the 
Central Government then, Govmd Ballabh Pant, invited 
me and told me that the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, 
Yashwant Rao Chavan, and I should discuss and sort out 
our problems regarding the border dispute and come to a 
decision 1 said, "Once a decision on the border dispute 
has been taken, it is not proper to discuss the issue again " 
"If both of you discuss it, what harm will it do to you'^ Fix 
a date and let me know the fruit of your discussion," he 
advised On the date scheduled, I went to Bombay alone 
with no one accompanying me The Chief Secretary of 
Maharashtra, K L Punjabi, welcomed me He wanted to 
know if the Chief Secretary of Karnataka or other officers 
had come with me "I have not brought anybody with me 
After your Chief Minister and I have discussed the matter 
and come to a decision, the work of the Chief Secretaries 
will begin," 1 said Meanwhile, Yashwant Rao Chavan 
came We two then went into a room and discussed the 
question thoroughly But we did not agree on any point 
Chavan asked me, "What should I tell the press reporters 
who are waiting outside " I replied, "Tell them we 
discussed threadbare all the issues and finally agreed to 
disagree " He wanted me to talk to the journalists, who 



120 ^ Own Model 

surrounded us as both of us came out I spoke to them as 
I had suggested The Press reported the upshot of the 
meeting accordingly 

Another time, when I was sitting with other members 
at A I C C session, Covind Ballabh Pant (Home Minister) 
sent word that I should come up on the dais I did not 
know why he had sent for me I went up and sat by the 
side of Morarji Desai, who told me "Shrmivas Mallaya has 
reported to the Home Minister and the Prime Minister 
that there has been an agreement on the border issue 
Hence, exercise great care and caution in whatever you 
want to say" The Home Minister seated next to him 
addressed me, "Now settle the border dispute Shrmivas 
Mallaya has said that the border dispute is about to be 
settled " I was taken aback by these words I said, "I 
cannot take any decision on my own On returning to 
Bangalore, I will raise the issue in the cabinet and inform 
you about our stand " "Malaya has informed me that 
nobody will oppose your views in the cabinet" he insisted 
I wanted to get out of the tight spot I reiterated, "After 
the A 1 C C session is over tomorrow, I will return to 
Bangalore and call a cabinet meeting to discuss the border 
dispute and apprise you of our stand " He said, "After the 
session I will go to Tnvandram and them come to 
Bangalore By that '■'me, 1 tmst, you will bo in a position to 
inform me of your decision " 

In Bangalore I informed the Council of Ministers of 
what had transpiied between me and the Home Minister 
After deliberating over the matter fox a while it was 
resolved that once the matter had been discussed in all its 
dimensions in Parliament and a final decision taken, it 
was unnecessary to reopen it The next day the Home 
Minister arrived in Bangalore and sent for me He asked 
me, "Have you arrived at a decision to solve the problem 
that IS still unsettled between the two states'^" I said, "The 
Ministers have expressed the opinion that it is improper to 
reconsider the issue which has once been decided upon 
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Hence T am helpless in this matter" The Home Minister 
said, "I had hoped that the border dispute would be 
settled But you have disappointed me " 

Shortly after, the Home Minister invited me to Delhi 
and asked me to meet him at his residence at 6 p m When 
I went there Prime Minister Nehru, Yashwant Rao 
Chavan, the Chief Minister of Maharashtra and Shnnivas 
Mallaya were present We discussed the matter that day 
for long but did not arrive at any decision The next day 
we again assembled at the same place and resumed the 
discussion After an hour Prime Minister Nehru started 
looking at his watch At this Pant asked the Prime 
Minister, "Have you any other engagement elsewhere'^ We 
have been discussing the border problem for two days, 
but with no result" The Prime Minister observed, "I have 
no other engagement Continue the discussion " The 
Home Minister was agitated And I became the target of 
his anger "Jatti, we have been discussing this issue for 
two days We must come to some decision today" He then 
wanted to know from me (1) "Give me the names of two 
persons Let Chavan suggest two other names And on 
behalf of the Central Government we will nominate one 
Will you agree to this and accept the decision that these 
five together arrive af^" 

(2) "Alternatively, the Chief Justice of Karnataka, the 
Chief Justice of Maharashtra and a Judge of the Supreme 
Court could meet and make their recommendation Will 
you accept the recommendation of these three’" 

I said to the Home Minister, "You are one of the senior 
leaders of the nation By some fortuitous circumstance I 
have become Chief Minister You have become angry But 
please listen to what I say I have declared openly in a 
public meeting T will not surrender an inch of land of the 
Karnataka state as long as I remain in the office of Chief 
Minister ' Hence, I cannot change the decision on the 
border dispute once it has been taken If you insist, I will 
submit my resignation Accept it and choose a Chief 
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Minister of your liking'?" At these words. Prime Minister 
Nehru flared up, "Do not raise the question of your 
resignation The administration of Karnataka state is going 
on smoothly Let us now conclude this meeting " He left 
The border dispute remained unsettled 

In 1964, an A I C C session was held in Bombay, which 
I attended Prime Minister Nehru was also present At that 
time his health had detenorated a little EXiring the 
session, Nijalmgappa, the then Chief Minister, told me to 
give the full details of border dispute between Karnataka 
and Maharashtra to Indira Gandhi I thereupon explained 
all the particulars to her In addition I informed her of the 
meetings that were held when I was the Chief Minister I 
emphasised that it was not proper to raise the issue again 
once It had been settled m Parliament After the A.I C C. 
session was over, the Congress Working Committee was 
scheduled to meet in the evening. As a member of this 
committee Nijalmgappa was to attend this meeting Im- 
portant members of the Karnataka Congress urged him 
not to agree to the reopening of the border dispute once it 
had been settled But in the Working Committee Nijaling- 
appa agreed to the appointment of a one-man committee 
to go into this question After its appointment, there were 
violent agitations in some places in Karnataka Finally, the 
Mahajan Commission submitted its report Earlier, the 
Maharashtra Government had agreed to accept the com- 
mission recommendation m toto But they did not honour 
their word The border dispute remained as before 

Recently, the Maharashtra state has raised the border 
dispute several times The Central Government has been 
taking the stand that the Chief Ministers of Maharashtra 
and Karnataka should settle this issue Twice the matter 
has been raised and discussed m the Karnataka Legislative 
Assembly and the following resolution adopted 

"The Mahajan report should be enforced in toto as it is. 
The resolution that has once been adopted in Parliament 
must not be changed " 
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Basova Samiti 

During 1933-34 while I was studying for my B A in 
Rajaram College in Kolhapur, I alongwith some classmates 
of mine had started an association called Basavana Balaga 
Under the auspices of that association, every Sunday at a 
fixed time in a room in the Chitradurga math of 
Chitradurga Jagadguru, we used to discuss a set topic At 
that time S A Dange, who used to participate in our 
meetings, had composed a few poems. We put them 
together in a volume under the title Hugonchalu and 
published it Working with Kannada friends, I had the 
opportunity to read hundreds of Kannada books. I had 
then developed great love for Basavanna's life and 
Vachanas Later, owing to several reasons I could not pay 
much attention to Basavanna and his Vachanas When I 
was Parliamentary Secretary and Deputy Minister m 
Bombay, Minister M P Patil, Palkandawar and 1 along- 
with others had started a Marathi monthly Besides we 
had purchased a site for a building for the devotees of 
Basava to stay and perform their pu]a when they came to 
Bombay With the cooperation of Babanna Gooli (Miraj) 
and others the Basava Sadan was built 

2 Basava Kalyan Plans to form a Taluka 

In 1955, the All India Veerashaiva Maha Sabha had 
organised a conference Alongwith two of my friends I 
went from Bombay to attend it Jaya Chamaraj Woodeyar, 
the then Maharaja of Mysore state, also took part in it The 
foundation stone of the buildings of Kayaka Nilaya and 
Anubhava Mantapa was laid by him M P Patii, Minister 
of the composite Bombay state then, participated in this 
function After the foundation stone had been laid, I went 
alongwith my friends to see Basavannas' Maha Mane, 
Bijjala's place and the places where the Shiva Sharanas 
were performing penance (Shivayoga) of the 12th century 
about which I had read in books. But I found a world of 
difference between what I had visualised from the 
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glowing accounts about these places in the books and the 
actual buildings I saw At the sight of these buildings I 
was disappointed It was then that the idea flashed across 
my mind that why should not Basava Kalyan be formed 
into a taluka and why should not the name Kille Kalyan 
be changed and the name Basava Kalyan given to if? But 
how to achieve all that? The question started tormenting 
me 

When I became Chief Minister on 16 May 1958, I got 
the opportunity to translate my dream into a reality It was 
at that time that the decision to make Basava Kalyan a 
taluka was taken, and the name Kille Kalyan was changed 
to Basava Kalyan 

Later, on 17 May 1964 a meeting was organised in 
Basava Sadan in Bombay, to which I was invited 
Huchcheshwar Mud gal, M P, and Palkandawar took a 
prominent part in that meeting The members assembled 
in the meeting pointed out that they had been observing 
the birth anniversary of Basava in Bombay for the last 
two-three years and they had invited Pujya Kumara 
Swamiji of Navakalyan math for that year's celebration. I 
suggested at the meeting, "We have all been observing for 
many years the birth anniversary celebrations, why should 
we not establish an institution to propagate the Basava 
principles in our state, in our country and abroad?" I 
asked There was a detailed discussion on my suggestion, 
and it was decided that a small committee should be 
formed which should prepare a constitution Under that 
constitution an institution should be founded in Banga- 
lore I was appointed Chairman of the Committee Accord- 
ing to a resolution of the meeting Jayanna Chigateri and I 
visited Dharwad We met the Vice-Chancellor of 
Karnataka University and requested him to convene a 
meeting He called a meeting which was attended by 
prominent people of the town like lawyers, doctors, 
professors and others The meeting deliberated on the 
name to be given to the institution propagating the Basava 
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principles, and a committee of three persons, including 
Prof Malwad, was appointed to suggest an appropriate 
name, which was to consist of two words The committee 
suggested two-three names, and Basava Samiti was finally 
approved 

2 Birth of Basava Samiti 

On 18 August 1964 in the meeting held at 
Sarpabhushan math a sub-committee was formed to get a 
beautiful portrait of Basavanna painted, and Ramu, the 
famous artist of Mysore, was entrusted with the task of 
painting it The portrait done by him is now kept in the 
Anubhava Mantap of the Basava Bhavan of the Basava 
Samiti The same day the constitution of the Basava Samiti 
prepared by the sub-committee was accepted unani- 
mously in the meeting of prominent individuals held in 
the Vidya Vardhak Hostel of Hyderabad I was em- 
powered to appoint a Provisional Working Committee 
consisting of 21 members Dr D C Pavate was appointed 
Treasurer and Annadanayya Puranik, Advocate of the 
Karnataka High Court, was appointed Chief Secretary On 
26 September 1964 the Basava Samiti was registered, and 
the names of the members of the Provisional Working 
Committee published At the same time, it was resolved to 
publish 108 selected Vachanas of Basavanna m the original 
and their translation in Hindi, Marathi, Tamil, Telugu and 
other languages 

Later, a conference was held in Madras under the 
presidentship of Governor Jaya Chamaraja Woodeyar, m 
which M Bhaktavatsalam also participated Afterwards, 
the membership letters, the receipt books and the 
constitution of Basava Samiti were printed 

At the first meeting of the Provisional Committee of the 
Basava Samiti held in the Kendra Karyalay towards the 
end of 1964, it was decided to open Basava Samitis in 
different states At the same meeting the Finance 
Committee and the committee to prepare the Rules and 
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Regulations and the Committee on Research and 
Publications were formed 

In May 1965, the Basava Jayanti was observed in 
various important cities of India In New Delhi, the 
English translation of 108 Vachanas of Basavanna {Thus 
Spoke Basava) and the Hindi translation of the Vachanas 
were released by the Vice-President of India, Dr Zakir 
Hussain, and Dr Sarojini Mahishi, respectively 

The collection of 108 Vachanas, Basava Vachananiruta was 
released by the Governor of Mysore, General Sri Nagesh 
On 30 June 1965 Siddharama Parana composed by Jayadevi 
Tailigade was released by VV Gin, the Governor In 1966, 
the Basaveshwar diary and calendar were brought out and 
translations of the 108 Vachanas in Telugu and Tamil were 
published The cost of the Telugu translation was met by 
G Shivappa and that of the Tamil translation by Jayanna 
Chigaten 

On 21 March 1966 in the meeting held in Jaysdeva 
Hostel m Bangalore under my presidentship a Working 
Committee of 39 members was unanimously appointed 

3 Fruitful Results of Pilgrimage on Foot 

Under the auspices of the Basava Samiti on 1 April 
1966, a pilgrimage on foot from Hampi to Basava Kalyan 
was undertaken The details of this pilgrimage had been 
chalked out by Vishwanath Reddy Mudnai and his 
colleagues, who also made all the arrangements. We 
travelled on foot five miles in the morning and five miles 
in the evening everyday and completed the pilgrimage to 
Basava Kalyan in 21 days 

After finishing the worship in the Virupaksha temple at 
Hampi, the foundation-stone of Proudhadeva Raya rnantap 
was laid by the then Chief Minister, S Nijalmgappa, at the 
site the Samiti had purchased for the purpose This 
function took place in the holy presence of Chitradurga 
Jagadguru Malhkarjuna Swamiji All through the route of 
the pilgrimage on foot there was singing of devotional 
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and folk songs and religious discourses, and lectures were 
arranged During the pilgrimage the Basava bhandar 
(treasury) was kept in a lorry To that treasury the 
devotees of Basavanna would donate money and presents 
according to their capacity During this pilgrimage the 
amount collected through membership fees and donations 
to the treasury came to rupees 1,59,382. In this holy 
pilgrimage Shivakumara Swamiji of Sarpabhushan math, 
Vishwanath Reddy, Nijaguna Swamiji, I and many 
important individuals and hundreds of persons took part 
Vishwanath Reddy Mudnal had particularly taken great 
pains to make it a success Siddharamappa Khuba 
had given us a lorry to take the Basava bhandar (treasury) 
with us LG Hombal donated the Basava bhandar 
(treasury) This treasury is now kept in the temple at 
Basava Kalyan 

4 8th Centenary Celebrations of Basava 

The 8th centenary celebrations of Basavanna were 
observed from 26 December 1967 to 31 December 1968 
For the celebrations the government too formed an inde- 
pendent state level committee and cooperated with the 
Basava Samiti S Nijalingappa was the President of the 
government committee, while SR Kanthi and I were its 
Vice-Presidents Under the joint auspices of the Basava 
Samiti and the state government the 8th centenary 
celebrations of Basavanna were observed at Basava 
Kalyan Kudala Sangam, Solapur, Ulavi, New Delhi, 
Bangalore, Shimoga, Belgaum, Bagewadi and Bombay In 
these celebrations the President and Vice-President of 
India, Chief Ministers, religious heads of maths and 
writers had participated. Dr Zakir Hussain released the 
commemorative volume of the 8th centenary celebrations 
in Delhi Dr Gokak released the book Basaveshwara at 
Basava Kalyan Thus several books were released by 
prominent individuals Siddayya Puranik, the then 
Transport Commissioner, Alur Basappa and manv others 
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participated and rendered memorable service during the 
celebrations 

5 Construction of Akkana Mandira 

During the 8th Centenary Celebrations we thought of 
constructing a temple named after Akka Mahadevi near 
Udutadi village in Shimoga district At that time that site 
was under the ownership of Muslims I sent Shamsuddin, 
the Deputy Minister of Finance in our cabinet, to Udutadi 
to meet the Muslim owners of that land and sent word 
that they should transfer their rights of ownership to the 
society of Akka Mahadevi Shamsuddin carried out the job 
entrusted to him and agreed to give government land in 
some other place in return for that site The work that 
Shamsuddin did was really commendable On the site a 
beautiful temple commemorating Akka Mahadevi has 
been built 

6 Construction of Basava Bliavan in Bangalore 

On Bangalore high grounds the government leased out 
4,299 square feet for 99 years on annual rent to Basava 
Samiti For planning the Basava Bhavan building on that 
site a sub-committee was formed under my presidentship 
The blueprints of the building prepared by Sadanand 
were accepted by the Basava Samiti in February 1969 The 
four-storeyed building of the Basava Bhavan was built at a 
cost of Rs 13,00,000 The foundation-stone was laid by His 
Holiness Mallikarjuna Swamiji, the Jagadguru of 
Chitradurga The construction of this building was 
completed in 1971 The Jagadguru had donated Rs 25,000 
for It The funds for its construction came from a loan 
from the Vysya Bank The building of the Anubhava 
mandap was constructed at Basava Kalyan 

Under Government order No R D 149 on 19 August 
1968 about 110 acres of fallow land was obtained from the 
government for establishing educational institutions, a 
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hospital. Kayak Vidya Peetha The womenfolk financed 
the purchase of this land 

During the period 1968 to 1972 a number of books were 
published The Basava Samiti Trust was founded on 29 
April 1972 and registered It had six permanent Honorary 
Trustees and six elected Trustees 

7 Achievements of Basava Samiti 

Since 1973 many important activities have been 
undertaken under the auspices of the Basava Samiti Chief 
among them are the construction of the Anubhava mantap, 
the installation of the statue of Basavanna in 
Basavashrama, a hostel for working women, a free mobile 
hospital for the rural folk, the nursery school at Ramohalli, 
Basaveshwar Sangeet Vidyalaya, a sewing training centre 
for rural women, adding two storeys to the Basava 
Bhavan and many more activities On the costly land 600 
coconut trees and 600 lemon trees have been planted 
During the last 25 years many books have been 
published Two journals Basava Patha in Kannada and the 
Basava journal m English have been started, which carry 
articles of well known learned men, writers and research 
scholars 

The Basava Samiti has more than 3,000 life members 
from all the districts There are also members from the 
states of Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, 
Kerala, Delhi and Goa Even m America and England 
there are members The members belong to different 
religions and speak different languages All members 
work in a spirit of fraternity and brotherhood 

Some philanthropists have donated money in their 
names to the Samiti for scholarships to deserving 
students These scholarships are awarded on the basis of 
students' merit and economic backwardness 

In the Samiti a library has been opened in the name of 
Dr B Shivamurthy Shastri Dr B Shivamurthy Shastri 
and I have donated books to this library I have gifted 
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books worth about Rs 45,000 to it 

On behalf of Basava Samiti literary works relating to 
the Shivasharanas, biographies and research works in all 
languages are kept in the Basava Sahitya Sadan 

8 Important Men who have Rendered Service to Basava Samiti 
The site required for the construction of the Basava 
Bhavan and Anubhava mantap was granted by the former 
Chief Minister, S Niplingappa. 

The late Justice S S Malimath, late Justice D N. 
Mallappa and Advocate Annadanayya Puranik drafted the 
constitution of the Basava Samiti 

The late Dr D C Pavate helped in establishing the 
Basava Samiti and served it as the first Treasurer and 
Vice-President Siddayya Puranik and G Shivappa have 
succeeded him as Treasurers 

The distinguished persons who have served the Basava 
Samiti as Vice-Presidents are Ratnappanna Kumbar of 
Kolhapur, former Chief Minister, the late D Devaraj Urs, 
the late Justice S S Malimath, Vishwanath Reddy Mudnal 
and Dr Siddayya Puranik 

1, as President of the Basava Samiti Trust Board, K M. 
Nanjappa, as Vice-President and Annadanayya Puranik as 
Chief Secretary have been serving the Samiti 

Advocate Annadanayya Puranik has been rendering 
commendable service as Honorary Chief Secretary of the 
Basava Samiti and the Trust Board for the last 25 years 
since the formation of the Basava Samiti Despite the 
many impediments in his life, he has been doing his work 
selflessly without desiring any rewards Alongwith his 
work as Chief Secretary he has also contributed some 
invaluable articles to the Basava Patha 

Dr Siddayya Puranik has rendered invaluable service 
as Honorary Chief Editor of the Basava Journal and the 
Basava Patha and as Honorary Director of Research and 
Publication Division Under his direction several books 
have been published for the Basava Samiti He has been 
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responsible for the opening of the Treasure House of 
Manuscripts (Hasta Prati Bhandar) and Basava Sahitya 
Sadan Because of his dedicated efforts, today the 
publications and journals of the Basava Samiti enjoy the 
highest reputation He is a well-known poet and a 
distinguished man of letters, and as such the literature 
that has been published by the Basava Samiti possesses a 
unique effulgence 

K M Nanjappa has provided timely loans of lakhs of 
rupees for the construction of the buildings of the Basava 
Samiti Whenever the need arose he has helped by 
donating mikes, tape recorders, chairs, etc , costing 
thousands of rupees In addition to this he has also served 
as Vice-President 

C A Jamakhandi math has rendered service as 
Honorary Secretary looking after the publications and 
programme of the Basava Samiti. In addition he was 
responsible for bringing out very good books during the 
Sliver Jubilee Celebrations He is helping us in main- 
taining proper accounts of the Samiti 

The late T N Mallappa donated 434 books, the late B 
Shivamurthy Shastri 5,994, and Dr Siddayya Puranik 
1,925 Now this libiary has about 20,000 invaluable 
volumes 

The late Y K Hebballi rendered noteworthy service as 
Secretary Prabhu Chigaten is now serving as Joint 
Secretary 

At the time of the inception ot the Basava Samiti 
Parvatama of Madikere, Vishwanath Reddy Mudnal, C R 
Nirvanappa Shettar, S M Tippayya, the late Dharmarao 
Afzalpurkar, Kempa Honnayya, the late N R Soma- 
shekaradhya and others had made special efforts to enrol 
life members 

The late Revanna and his wife, of Tumkur, have 
donated Rs one lakh for the construction of the Anubhava 
mantap The Jagadguru of Chitradurga donated rupees ten 
thousand for the construction of the Basava Bhavan 

T S Karibasayya rendered noteworthy service at the 
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time of the construction of the buildings of the Basava 
Samiti and for propagating Basava principles From the 
very beginning the late Shankarappa Shettar and the late 
Chenna Sommanna helped the Basava Samiti in various 
ways 

Prof B Virupaxappa as Chief Editor of the Basava Patha 
and the Basava Journal and Chandnka Puranik as Joint 
Editor have been devotedly discharging their duties 
Poojya Mahanta Swamiji^ Sharanabasavappa Appa, Dr 
M C Modi, I M Magdum, R V. Bidap, B C Angadi have 
been working as members of the Trust Committee 

B C Angadi as a member of the Building Committee 
took special pains for the construction of the third and 
fourth floors of the Basava Bhavan and the construction of 
the working women's hostel of the Basava ashram 

N M K Sogi, Renuka Prasad, and many others have 
substantially helped directly and indirectly in the 
development of the Basava Samiti 

The dedicated work of the staff of the Basava Samiti 
needs special mention V Revanna, Shankarappa who 
worked devotedly for many years and S S Patn who 
served as Administrator for seven or eight years need 
special mention Veerabhadrappa has been functioning as 
Accountant for the last seven or eight years V S 
Basavalmgappa is now functioning as the Administrator 

My Family and I 

As I stated earlier, mine was a child marriage At the 
time of my marriage I was only about nine or 10 years 
old My wife Sangamma was four or five years Her native 
place IS Bhabhanagar in Bijapur taluka Her father's name 
was Tippanna Mendagudli Her mother's Shrimati 
Eerawwa She was educated up to fifth standard of the 
primary school We have four children The eldest is 
Vilasvati She was bom on 20 September 1942 She passed 
her S S L C from Kamalabai High School of Bangalore 
She IS married Her husband's name is Somanathappa 
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Khuba They are now living at Gulbarga They have five 
children, the eldest is a daughter Mahadevi, the second is 
Allama Prabhu, the third Rajendra, fourth Shivkumar, and 
the fifth IS Shrishail The fourth son Shivkumar expired 

My first son s name is Danappa He was born on 19 
October 1944 He has a Diploma in Automobile 
Engineering and the A M I E degree His wife's name is 
Vijayalaxmi She is the daughter of the owner of the 
Siddheshwar Company, Neelakanthappa Kammar of 
Hubli They have five children The eldest one is Shiva- 
ganga, B A She is married Her husband's name is 
Basavant Rao Deshmukh, B Com The second one is Lalita 
She has passed her B Com and is studying for the 
Diploma in Industrial Management The third one is 
Rajashekhar, B Com , the fourth one is Indira and the fifth 
one IS Chan Basveshwara, both are studying in a college 

My second son is Arvmd He was born on 5 October 
1949 He has got B E and A M I E degrees. His wife's 
name is Sharada She is the daughter of Madhava Rao 
Patil of Machalam of Basava Kalyan taluka They have 
three issues — the first one is Mahadev, studying in the 
medical college at Bijapur The second Bhuvaneshwari, 
studying in high school, the third is Siddharama also 
studying in high school 

My third son is Shivanand He was born on 18 August 
1956. He has done B A (Honours) in Political Science His 
wife's name is Madhu They have three children The first 
IS Bharati, the second is Puja and the third Sangamesh 

All the three sons have been managing different 
industries. In short, family life is fully satisfactory This is 
my life 

Epilogue 

I was born in a village (Savalgi) I received my primary 
education there I had my secondary education in 
Siddeshwar High School, Bijapur, and my college 
education in Rajaram College and Sykes Law College, 
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Kolhapur I learnt to write articles and make speeches t( 
some extent m Rajaram College. My aim was to become j 
teacher, a lecturer or professor after LL B and M A Bu 
my father at the time of his death expressed his wish thai 
I should become a lawyer I gave my word that I woulc 
fulfil his wish After his death I completed my law 
education, and as desired by my mother I started my legal 
practice in Jamakhandi state As my practice began to 
flourish right from the start, I could not appear for the 
M A examination though I tried twice Hence sticking to 
the legal profession I successively became Secretary of the 
Praja Panshad, Chairman of the Municipality, Chief 
Minister of the same Princely state in which office I was 
able to successfully bring about the merger of the state 
with the old Bombay composite state with the help and 
cooperation of the Maharaja Later, I became Parlia- 
mentary Secretary in Bombay state, then I served as 
Deputy Minister and Minister After the formation of 
Karnataka state I was Chairman of the Land Reforms 
Committee, Chief Minister, Finance Minister and Food 
Minister Subsequently, I assumed important offices — 
Lt -Governor of Pondicherry, Governor of Orissa, 
Vice-President of India, and Acting President of India for 
SIX months 

I have tried hard to discharge all the duties entrusted to 
me to the best of my abilities But I have no illusions that I 
held all the high offices through hard work alone I firmly 
believe that for one's success 75 per cent of relentless toil 
and 25 per cent of divine grace and the blessings of the 
yogis are necessary I wanted to become something else 
than what I actually became In short, "Man proposes and 
God disposes" is perhaps the moral of the story of my life 
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Basappa Danappa Jatti, Savalgi, District Bijapur 


1912 — 

Birth at Savalgi 

1917 — 

Beginning of my primary education (at 
home and in school) 

1922 — 

Child marriage, life partner Shrimati 
Sangamma 

1925 — 

Beginning of the secondary education in 
Siddheshwar High School, Bijapur 

1929-32 — 

Passed my Matriculation 

'■ " ■' 

Higher Education in Rajaram College, 
Kolhapur 

1933 — 

Opening of Basavanna Balaga in 
Kolhapur Starting of cultural and literary 
activities 

1934 — 

Got B A Degree 

1934 — 

Started law study in Kolhapur 

1935 — 

Father Danappa expired Law education 
temporarily stopped Household 

responsibilities — running the shop and 
farming became inevitable 

1936 — 

Entry into the gram panchayat of Savalgi 
Towards rural progress and development 
programmes 

1939 — 

Patriotism — passionate love and 

inclination towards Gandhian principles 

1940-45 — 

Practice as a lawyer at Jamakhandi 

1942 — 

Participation in Quit India Movement 
(CHALA JAW CHALWALI) 

1943-45 — 

Presidentship of the Jamakhandi 
Municipality 

1947 — 

Chief Minister of Jamakhandi state 

1948 — 

Successful efforts for the merging of the 
Jamakhandi state with the Indian Union 

1948 — 

Legal practice again 
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1948-49 — 

Secretary of the Sangli District 
Development Board 

1949 — 

Nomination by the government to the 
Bombay Legislative Assembly 

1949 — 

Appointment as Parliamentary Secretary 
of the Bombay Legislative Assembly 

1952 — 

Deputy Minister in Bombay state 

1955 — 

Preparing plan for the opening of the 
Karnataka Medical College at Hubli 

1957 — 

Chairman of the State Land Reforms 
Committee, submitted the report in only 
three months spending only half the 
allocated amount 

1958-62 — 

Chief Minister of our state 

1962-65 — 

Finance Minister of our state 

1964 — 

President of the Basava Samiti 

1965-67 — 

Food Minister of our state and pilgrimage 
on foot in connection with the Basava 
Jayanti 

1968-72 — 

Lt -Governor of Pondicherry Attraction 
towards the Aurobindo philosophy, 
development of spiritual life 

1972 — 

Governor of Orissa state 

1974 — 

Vice-President of India Functioned as 
Acting President 


Now in my retirement, continuing with deep 
satisfaction literary, cultural, educational, spiritual and 
constructive activities with a contemplative mind 
Dedicated to duty, simple and unassuming life style 
These are the aspects of the manner of my life 
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Two letters which highlight very effectively the 
personality of Shri B D Jatti and his achievements are 
given here One of them is wntten by S Nijalingappa, one 
of the great men of our nation The other is from an 
American Professor of Political Science of international 
repute These two letters were sent on the eve of the 78th 
birthday of Shri B D Jatti 

Illustrious Son who Brought Fame 

It IS indeed most fitting and proper that the Karnataka 
Branch of South India Hindi Prachara Sabha with its 
headquarters at Dharwad is felicitating Shri B D Jatti and 
bringing out a commemorative volume highlighting the 
important events of his life From a modest and humble 
beginning in a village m Bijapur district, he rose to the 
phenomenal and dizzy height of adorning the office of the 
Vice-President of Indian Union, one of the few offices 
which Mother India would bestow on her celebrated sons 
Por a few months as Acting President he executed the 
work of the President as well It is a matter of great pride 
lo Kannadigas 

Since 1940 I have known Shri Jatti It was the time 
when a great movement demanding a responsible govern- 
ment in all the 560 Princely states, which were under the 
dictatorial rule of the Princes, was sweeping across the 
sub-continent An organised movement of the Praja 
Panshad was going on relentlessly to get political freedom 
inspired by All-India National Congress Jamakhandi was 
one such small state m Bijapur district The late 
Doddameti Andanappa, who later became a legislator and 
then Minister, was at that time one of the most prominent 
Congress leaders of Dharwad district The Praja Parishad 
of Jamakhandi state was fortunate to get his leadership 
He succeeded in influencing the mind of the young 
Maharaja of Jamakhandi who had staunchly believed that 
India should get freedom and the Princely states should 
merge with the Indian Union On that occasion there was 
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a mammoth gathering at Jamakhandi. As per the 
invitation of Shn Doddameti I, who was the President of 
the Karnataka Pradesh Congress, had pre- sided over the 
gathering I was brimming with pleasure At that time Shn 
Jatti was the Chief Minister of that state 

On this occasion I must make this statement that we 
did not give proper recognition and honour to the service 
of that patriotic and national minded Maharaja Later he 
died in a deeply frustrated frame of mind 

Afterwards in the general elections that were conducted 
Shn Jatti was elected as a member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Bombay state At that time Dharwad, Bijapur, 
Belgaum, and districts of Uttar Kannada were parts of the 
composite Bombay state As per the request of the 
Karnataka Pradesh Congress Committee, Morarji Desai 
inducted m his cabinet Shn Jatti and Shn Kanthi Though 
both of them physically appeared to be small they were 
intellectually tall men We are all pleased and happy that 
both of them brought fame and name to Karnataka by 
their competence and integrity 

After the Karnataka state was formed, the late SR 
Kanthi and Shn Jatti became Ministers m my cabinet. Both 
of them executed their duties m a very competent manner 
I express my great pride and pleasure about it 

As Chairman of the Land Reforms Committee Shn Jatti 
submitted a practical and acceptable report. Whatever 
work was given to him as a Minister, as Chief Minister, as 
Vice-President of India, as Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, 
he executed it with great competence and dedication No 
adverse criticism like favouritism, taking rash and hasty 
decisions, doing reprehensible work, etc , was heard 
against him His opinions and convictions may not be 
acceptable to us But there are no two opinions about his 
honesty and integrity 

Irritated and fed up by the attitude of the Central 
Government when I resigned as Chief Minister Shri Jatti 
adorned that office All through his Chief Ministership he 
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executed his duties with those unique qualities which 
were evident all through his long life of 77 years When he 
was the Acting President for a brief spell India was 
passing through a critical time Even then not falling a 
prey to wrong and unhealthy influences he acted in the 
most correct manner. It is indeed a feather in his cap 

After his retirement from political life he has dedicated 
himself whole and soul to work as President of the Basava 
Samiti in Bangalore When I was the Chief Minister I had 
granted a site for it near the Vidhan Soudha against the 
notings of the cabinet Now it has become very famous as 
the Basaveshwara Vntta (Circle) As the President of the 
Basava Samiti Shri Jatti has worked very admirably He 
has rendered yeoman service to the society Not only has 
he got constructed a magnificent building in the name of 
Basaveshwar but also he has provided a sound, secure 
and permanent financial basis Over and above he has 
been doing tremendous and awe-inspiring work with the 
help and co-operation of the service-minded distinguished 
men of letters and influential persons of publishing books 
about the life, philosophy and achievements of the 
enlightened soul and great social reformer Basaveshwar 
and the lady Shranas who laid the foundation for the 
construction of the society of equality without discrimi- 
nation between men and women, without any scope for 
any kind of exploitation, upholding the dignity of labour 
(kayaka) in every field 

I have full confidence and faith that he will continue to 
execute his duty m this most excellent manner It is a 
matter of great pride and pleasure to me that he is the 
President of that institution 


S NIJALINGAPPA 

Chitradurga 
3 September 1989 
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Appreciation of an Admirer 
Honoured Sir, 

On the eve of your 78th birthday I wish to express my 
sincere appreciation and best wishes 

I am an American who has specialised in Soviet 
subjects For the present I am lecturing in the National 
University of Singapore I have great interest in the 
glorious history and political affairs of your country I had 
opportunities to delve deep into them and realise their 
wealth I have been fully acquainted with the facets of 
your national leadership Appraising your achievements 
in high offices both at the state as well as national level I 
have sincerely appreciated them. In those turbulent days 
of 1974, as a Vice-President and as Acting President you 
have vindicated great courage and without siding with 
any party you followed the middle course Many people 
m the international world remember with such warm 
appreciation the role you played single-handed in those 
difficult days 

I send you warm greetings and best wishes on this 
occasion that in your retired life you should enjoy good 
health and individual happiness and that you should get 
success in all your undertakings 

As I am your great fan, I will be highly pleased if I have 
the good fortune of having your signature. If you send a 
photo bearing your signature, I will frame it and preserve 
It You may get hundreds of such requests But still I am 
confident that you will fulfil my desire. It is very 
significant and invaluable to me 

With grateful thanks. 

With Hearty Best Wishes, 
Yours faithfully, 
FRANK CIBULKA 
Singapore National University, 
Singapore 
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